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The following article was brought to my attention by Jessica Klipka of the Bradenton Herald.  Jessica has been very 
helpful with news articles for our club just before the tree sale and she wanted to bring this to our attention.  This 
could be a problem for all of us and we all need to be aware.  
 

GAINESVILLE, Fla. --- Florida’s avocado industry, the nation’s second-largest, could lose millions of dollars if a new 
disease reaches the state’s southern tip, according to University of Florida experts. 
 

Laurel wilt disease, caused by a fungus transmitted by the invasive Redbay ambrosia beetle, kills avocado and 
several native trees including Redbay, said Jonathan Crane, a professor with UF’s Institute of Food and Agricultural 
Sciences and co-author of a paper estimating the disease’s financial impact. The paper is expected to be published 
later this year. “The scenario is not looking good, if we are right,” said Crane, at UF’s Tropical Research and 
Education Center in Homestead. 
 

The state’s avocado crop earns about $30 million wholesale each year, said Edward “Gilly” Evans, an agricultural 
economist at the Homestead center and another co-author. Commercial avocados grow on 7,500 acres, almost 
exclusively in Miami-Dade County, and account for more than 60 percent of Florida’s tropical fruit production. 
Avocado is also an important fruit tree for Florida homeowners—about 60,000 residents have at least one in their 
yards, he said. 
 

If the disease cuts Florida’s commercial avocado crop in half—something experts say could happen—it could cost 
the state $27 million in total economic impact and enough lost worker hours to equal 275 full-time jobs, Evans said. 
 

So UF researchers are scrambling to develop damage estimates and management strategies. They’ve evaluated 
about 30 percent of the 28 avocado varieties grown in Florida; all have been susceptible to the disease, though not 
all have died, said Jorge Pena, an entomology professor at the Homestead center. There is no standard method for 
controlling the fungus or the beetle, but researchers are testing pesticides and repellents, Pena said. 
 

Some Redbay trees may be resistant to the disease, said forest pathologist Jason Smith, an assistant professor 
with UF’s School of Forest Resources and Conservation in Gainesville. Researchers will investigate factors 
associated with resistance, in the hope that tolerant varieties can be identified and developed. The disease was 
unknown to science until 2004. The beetle, first found in the United States in 2002, is native to Asia and may have 
arrived in wood products, packing materials or pallets. Laurel wilt is in South Carolina, Georgia and Florida, where 
it’s reached as far south as Okeechobee County and as far west as Columbia County. “The disease is moving fairly 
rapidly, so it’s clear it will arrive (in Miami-Dade County) sooner or later,” said Randy Ploetz, a plant pathologist at 
the Homestead center. 
 

In Florida, laurel wilt apparently spreads at least two ways, Crane said. One is via the beetle’s natural reproduction 
and migration, which expands its range 20 or 30 miles per year. Also, Redbay is used as firewood and for outdoor 
grilling. Because the disease has leapfrogged around the state, researchers believe beetle-infested wood has been 
sold, he said.  
 

Crane urges Floridians to report laurel wilt symptoms on avocado or Redbay trees to the state Division of Plant 
Industry at 1-888-397-1517. Symptoms include wilted stems and leaves, black streaking in the wood and strings of 
compacted sawdust protruding from tree trunks. DPI and U.S. Department of Agriculture experts are monitoring 
several counties for Redbay ambrosia beetles with traps and inspections, said DPI spokeswoman Denise Feiber. 
 

There’s more at stake for Florida than the avocado industry. Laurel wilt has killed 99 percent of infected Redbay 
trees in many areas, said Smith. Also at risk: sassafras, camphor, silkbay, swampbay, pondspice and an 
endangered species, pondberry. Smith developed a test that identifies diseased trees in less than an hour, even if 
the fungus is present in small amounts. The test will be available to diagnostic labs around the Southeast. 
 

For more information, see “Redbay Ambrosia Beetle-Laurel Wilt Pathogen: A Potential Major Problem for the 
Florida Avocado Industry,” http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/HS379 
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Hello all Manatee Rare Fruit Club Members: 
 

Just a gentle reminder that work on the tree sale has already started with letters to the vendors 
already mailed.  Many members are growing plants, making air layers and rooting cuttings for 
the clubs booth now.   
 
I set up and sold at the Caloosa Rare Fruit Exchange tree sale on February 14th and was glad to 
see that it was very well attended.  My stock was much smaller than usual and not looking as 
good as it will in May, and I still sold over 50% of my inventory.   
 
This year’s sale should be great again, with many people having to replace damaged or killed 
plants. At the sale Diane and I both had many people come up to us interested in being able to 
supplement their grocery bill with their own fruit trees and fruiting plants. So every one should get  
ready and please volunteer. I believe this will be another record breaking year and we will need 
all the help we can get.  This has been a very cold winter and by May we will all be ready to plant 
some trees. 
 
We will be planning another work day at Palma Sola in March and I heard all the plants faired 
very well in the freeze. There is always a bit of grooming needed and new mulch that needs to 
spread out as well.  So don’t be shy…  Come on out, volunteer to help.  Remember many hands 
make quick work.  These days are great fun and a wonderful way to get to know your fellow club 
members a little better.  I know for a fact that since I got more involved a few years ago we have 
made many new friends and enjoy all the meetings and activities better since we know many 
people better.  So come on out and join the fun….. 
 
As always your input is still requested… This newsletter, just like the club, is at its best when all 
the members get involved.  If you have suggestions or have found a gardening product, web site, 
etc., that you think will be of interest to other Club Members, or know of an appropriate 
community event, please feel free to contact me for its inclusion in the newsletter. Please have 
all information to me no later than the 20th of the preceding month. The best way to reach me is 
through my email at dwallace@ewol.com, but I can also be reached at 756-2276 
 
 
 

February’s Plant Raffle 
 

Donor  Plant   Winner  
 

Pete Robertson Coconuts Mike Jaster 
Betty Kearns Pummelo Sandy Engel 
Valrie Massey Guava Mike Jaster 

 
 

February’s Tasting Table 
 

Donor  Food Item Donated  Donor  Food Item Donated  
 

Bob Murray Jujube Sandy Engel Vanilla Cake with Orange icing 
Sandy Engel Vanilla Pudding Ted Kapantais Lemonade 
Arlene Barrett Pumpkin Bars Suzi Hughes Pizzelles 
Don Pon Kumquats Dot Pon Trifle 
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This has certainly been one cold winter…. well so much for global warming and me hoping to be 
able to grow Rambutans here.  The coldest I had was 28° for about 2 -3 hours.  Many of plants 
look very rough.  My papayas in the ground seemed to have all survived from 2 feet to my 20 
foot Hawaiian ones.  They all had considerable burn on the leaves but all the new growth from 
the crown look great and are already sprouting out. The seedlings in my 3 gallons pots, which I 
covered the second time around had the most damage.  A few had no surviving leaves.  
 

My passion fruit was burned back severely (see picture page 5) with more of it dying since the 
picture was taken.  On the bright side there is a lot of new green growth on many of the medium 
sized branches.  My small lychees were still forming their blooms and they have continued to 
start to bloom.   
 

My mangoes are a different story.  The Nam Doc Mia trees lost most of its blooms with the first 
freeze and those not yet opened before the first freeze opened before the next freeze and all 
look lost.  My Rosigold had set most of its fruit and had several fruit a couple inches long and so 
far all the fruit except the very small pea sized and smaller seem to be holding. 
 

%��&

��������������#������������ '
(��)�����*��������� 
%��&

��������������#������������ '
(��)�����*��������� 
%��&

��������������#������������ '
(��)�����*��������� 
%��&

��������������#������������ '
(��)�����*��������� 
������� �

��������!
��"��#�+�������� �

��������!
��"��#�+�������� �

��������!
��"��#�+�������� �

��������!
��"��#�+�
,������ �
������ ��� ��� -./,������ �
������ ��� ��� -./,������ �
������ ��� ��� -./,������ �
������ ��� ��� -./0 000��-/1� 
�� ��������-/1� 
�� ��������-/1� 
�� ��������-/1� 
�� ������ #�������2��
�3�
� � 
�� �,��4� �
� ��� ��� ����� 
�� �,��4� �
� ��� ��� ����� 
�� �,��4� �
� ��� ��� ����� 
�� �,��4� �
� ��� ��� ����
�������3�������3�������3�������3� ���
 

5���#���������#��5���#���������#��5���#���������#��5���#���������#��� ���by Peter Ray 
 

Now that the cost of flying foodstuffs from Israel or New Zealand is getting more ridiculous, I'm 
getting more interested in producing my own garden vegetables, as well as the rare fruits from 
which we take our name.  My problem with vegetable gardening has always been that it's a lot of 
work.  I would plant a few herbs and greens, and inevitably the weeds would take over. 
 

Lately, though, I've been blessed with an area where the vegetables seem to compete without 
demanding a lot of effort from me.  In this area, for several years, I have enhanced the soil with 
wood chips and manure, and have managed to mostly keep the weeds from seeding.  I had 
planted arugula, basil, cilantro, dill, and a particular leaf lettuce that can survive our summers..  
All these plants were allowed to go to seed, more through negligence than design, and lo, I 
began to see the volunteer veggies actually staying ahead of the weeds.  Of course, with this 
kind of gardening you can forget about the neat rows, but minimal weeding and a little thinning of 
the veggies provides, from a small space, enough greenery for a steady supply of really nice 
salads.  To this you can add some tomatoes (I find the small ones a lot easier than the large 
kind).  The stems of broccoli after you remove the tender flowerets will grow if you just cover 
them with a little soil and provide water. 
 

The lettuce I have found that survives summer heat can be found in the Martha Stewart seed 
collection at K- Mart (You may have to look elsewhere (Editor).  It produces sweet tender leaves 
year round, and when it seeds, new plants come up everywhere.  Arugula, one of my favorites, is 
pretty good through the summer, though the flavor gets a bit stronger.  If you don't like that, use 
less arugula and more of lettuce and other things.  So far, insects have not been a problem.  
New plants just keep coming up.  I see dill, cilantro, and basil volunteering from plants grown two 
years ago. 
 

So, I smile as I pass by the pricey bags of tender spring greens at the grocery.  It doesn't get any 
better, or any fresher, than this. 
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Fruit on Display 
By Steve Lohn 
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By Valrie Massey 
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By Pete Ray 

 
 

More Fruit on Display 
By Steve Lohn 

 

 
 

Plant Marker 
By Valrie Massey 
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Fried Bananas only the Trees not the Fruit 
By Dale Wallace 

 

 
 

Star Apple not Very Happy 
By Dale Wallace 

 

 
 

Passion Fruit Looks Worst for Wear 
By Dale Wallace 

 
 

Hawaiian Papaya Leaf Damage 
By Dale Wallace 

 

 
 

On the other Hand Sapodilla Seedlings Faired Well 
By Dale Wallace 

 

 
 

Before the Freeze 
By Dale Wallace 



MRFC Calendar 
Monday, March 9, 2009 
6:30 p.m. 

Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto.   

Monday  March 9, 2009 
7:00 p.m. 

Our regular monthly meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. The 
speaker for March will be Jonathan H. Crane from TREC in Homestead. He 
will be speaking on Avocadoes and other tropical fruit diseases. 

Monday, April 13, 2009 
6:30 p.m. 

Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. 

Monday  April 13, 2009 
7:00 p.m. 

Our regular monthly meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. Our 
speaker for April is to be announced 

 

Community Calendar 

Saturday, March 14, 2009 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

Spring Obsession 2009: Spring Obsession a family oriented event and will 
have garden, flora and fauna related activities and presentations.  It is at 
Munn Park 100 South Kentucky Ave, Downtown Lakeland.  Call Gloria 
Brooke at (863) 670-1314 or Marie Magrath at (863) 607-6009 or visit their 
web site at http://www.springobsession.org  

Saturday and Sunday, March 
21 & 22, 2009. 
1:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Selby Gardens Annual Spring Plant and Garden Festiv al: This plant 
festival will have thousands of unique tropical plants from numerous 
vendors as well as select Selby Gardens plants for purchase. For more 
information contact Mike McLaughlin at 941-366-5731 ext 270.  Selby 
Gardens in located at 811 South Palm Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34236.  Their 
web site is http://www.selby.org. 

Wednesday, March 25, 2009  
9:00 a.m. To 11:30 a.m. 

Bucket Brigade - Container Gardening: Learn about container gardening 
and actually assemble a bucket to use for your gardening needs.  Bring two 
5-gallon buckets with you to the class.  This class is FREE and will take 
place at the Manatee County Extension office in Palmetto. DUE TO 
SAFETY CONCERNS, WE CANNOT EXTEND CLASS SIZE, SO PLEASE 
REGISTER. For more information, please call Linda at (941) 722-4524. 

Saturday, March 28, 2009  
8:00 a.m. To 1:30 p.m. 

Spring Gardening College: "Gardening Green": Mark your calendars!  
Join the Manatee County Master Gardeners for the Annual Spring 
Gardening College.  Workshops will have an emphasis on being "green" or 
sustainable in your garden or landscape.  Topics will include: "reusing" 
plants by propagation; growing your own vegetable garden; using colorful 
ground cover plants to cool the ground and reduce water use; recycling 
everyday products into landscape products and more! This event will be 
held at the Manatee County Fairgrounds For more information, please call 
Cindy or Lisa at (941) 722-4524 

Saturday and Sunday, March 
28 & 29, 2009. 
Sat. 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Sun. 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Tampa Bay Green Fest: GreenFest is an educational nature festival to 
learn more about the care and cultivation of indigenous plants and flowers.  
This annual event is held at Plant Park on the historical campus of the 
University of Tampa 401 W. Kennedy Blvd. Tampa, FL 33606. Their web 
site is: http://www.tampagreenfest.com. 

Thursday, May 9, 2009  
10:00 a.m. To 4:00 p.m. 

Manatee River Garden Clubs 2009 Annual Garden Tour:   There are five 
NW Bradenton area gardens plus the Garden Club grounds available for 
tour.   In addition to the Tour, we are inviting vendors and non-profit 
organizations to exhibit and/or sell home and garden related items and 
plants on the lawn and or in the main hall of the Garden Club.  The public 
will be invited to the activities at the Garden Club at no charge.  Garden 
Tour tickets are $15.00 – available from Cass Robertson 941-779-0425. 
Manatee River Garden Club, 3120 First Avenue West, Bradenton, FL 34205 



Board & Committee Chair 2008 
President Pete Kearns (941-723-9879)  email:  

Vice President Scott Petersen (727-345-4208)   email: skp4208@aol.com  

Secretary Larry Rued (941-722-9550)   email: presby1368z@yahoo.com  

Treasurer Pete Robertson (941-779-0425) email: res0alzi@verizon.net  

Speaker Chairman Ray Jones (941-729-5985)   email: raycat2@verizon.net  

Tree Sale Chairman Betty Kearns (941-723-9879)  BKearns644@aol.com & Pete Ray (941-776-0222) pray0222@verizon.net  

Plant Raffle Spencer Salser (813-634-8253)   email: palm.man@verizon.net  

Membership Larry Rued (941-722-9550)   email: presby1368z@yahoo.com  

Tasting Table Mike McCallister   email: mikey2810_2000@yahoo.com  (941-720-2288) and Farrell Baker 

T-Shirt Sales Sandy Engel (914-776-2195)   email: KENGEL4@tampabay.rr.com  

Newsletter Dale Wallace (941-756-2276)   email: dwallace@ewol.com  

 
 

The Internet Adventure: 
 

The Clubs web site: http://www.mrfc.org/ 
 

Manatee County Extension Office: http://manatee.ifas.ufl.edu 
 

Sarasota County Extension Office: http://sarasota.ifas.ufl.edu 
 
 
I have sapodilla seedlings that should be ready for grafting this spring.  Since my sapodillas are 
too small to produce bud wood I am looking to make a deal with someone who has bud wood.  I 
should have about 20 plants ready for grafting.  Please email at dwallace@ewol.com or call 756-
2276 in the evenings if you are interested. 
 
Thanks 
 
Dale Wallace 
 
 

MRFC February 9 th 2009 Meeting Minutes 
 

Called to Order:  Vice- President Scott Petersen ca lled the meeting to order. 
Treasurer report:   Not Available  
Secretary Report:   No report. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  

 

No Minutes available 
 

NEW BUSINESS:   
 

No Minutes available 
 

SPEAKERS & ADJOURNMENT :  
 

Bob Murray spoke on a wide range of tropical fruit and citrus topics. The meeting was 
adjourned. 



 

 First Class Mail 

 
 
Manatee County Chapter 
P.O. Box 1656 
Bradenton, FL 34206-1656 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MANATEE COUNTY CHAPTER OF RFCI STATED OBJECT OF ORG ANIZATION: 
 

To be an active, non-profit organization dedicated to the following objectives: 
 

To introduce, propagate, and distribute the many rare tropical and sub-tropical fruits grown throughout 
the world; to educate its members and the public as to the merits of these plants; to encourage and 
extend their cultivation. 
 

The Manatee Rare Fruit Council meets the second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m., usually at the 
Harlee Auditorium in the Manatee County Fairgrounds next to the Agricultural Extension Office on 17th 
Street, Palmetto. Most months feature a knowledgeable speaker. Visitors and guests are welcome and 
encouraged. Membership is $24 annually per family. 

 
It is time for your spring fertilization….   Call F ertilizer chairman, Al Semago.  ….   Please 
call Al at (941) 725-3273 to arrange pick-up for so me of our “Fruitilizer”....  
 

The plant sale will be here before we know it .  Please start preparing for the sale such as 
doing cuttings, preparing your plants, grafting etc .   
 

Also mark your calendars May 17 th the day o f the sale.  We always can use all the help 
we can get.  No matter what your talents or limitat ions are there is a job you can help out 
with. 
 

Also keep an eye out for the email about the next work day a Palma Sola Bota nical 
Gardens.  See you out there…. 


