Bleeps from the “Veep” (Abe Epstein):

Last time | got into disease control, and as | think a bit more on it, | really need to make some mention of a few
related items before delving into chemical controls.

A few more thoughts on “SANITATION” - especially as it relates to the removal and destruction of diseased plants
to prevent further spread of the disease. It has been shown to be effective - at least in the early stages of
epidemiological development, but, it can back-fire if not well thought out, and based on sound information. A case in
point is the recently terminated program of containing citrus canker. The entire program was finally scrapped
because it was based on faulty epidemiological data, and in the final analysis, was far more destructive than the
disease it was supposed to control.

If you are into plant propagation you have to be almost fanatical about sanitation - not only with regard to
cleanliness of the propagation areas, as well as the tools and wrappings that you use, but, also pay attention to the
propagation materials to avoid passing along diseases that may be present in either the stock or the scion. In the
good old days, before we learned about these things, new cultivars of many vegetatively propagated crops such as
bananas, strawberries, raspberries, potatoes, sweet potatoes, etc. were notoriously short lived due to what was
termed “running out”. This was the result of the accumulation of various systemic diseases such as viruses and
vascular wilts in the parent propagation materials - both from the scion as well as the stock. A virus infected mother
strawberry plant will transmit that virus to all of its daughter plants - as many as 200 plants in some varieties. These,
subsequently planted out in the berry growers field, could constitute a “biological time bomb” if the right vector came
along.

Another very important factor in the spread of some diseases is insects. These can serve as vectors of virtually
every class of pathogen, including viruses, fungi, and bacteria. They can also provide pre-conditioning stresses, and
provide infection sites such as wounds resulting from feeding activities.

One disease control strategy that | have not discussed yet is “TRAP CROPPING”. This has been proposed as a
means of decreasing populations of plant parasitic nematodes, and involves planting dense stands of plants
susceptible to the nematodes. This will theoretically stimulate the nematode eggs to hatch at which point, the crop is
destroyed, thus depriving the newly hatched nematodes of a food base. The problem with this scheme arises
because it is difficult to monitor the nematode population and as a result one doesn’t know if this scheme is really
working, or is the nematode population actually increasing. In brief it has not had a great record of achievement and
has been used very rarely.

Another strategy that we need to consider is EXCLUSION - keeping the disease organism out. This was a bit
difficult to do back in an era when so many travelers thought it most godly to bring a sprig of this or that plant back
from their travels to enjoy at home or for the betterment of society, or whatever reason. In spite of the best efforts of
the USDA Quarantine Officials an amazing amount of plant materials manage to make their way to these shores,
and with the rapidity of air travel it is sure to arrive here in viable condition - along with whatever pests and diseases
were present on it in the homeland. Most plant propagation operations try very hard to keep the public out of their
operations areas for this reason. The “citrus canker” program was really a combination of sanitation, exclusion and
a third measure - eradication, and it all failed miserably for lack of accurate data.

The last strategy | want to mention and briefly is ERADICATION - it can be achieved on a very limited scale such as
soil or equipment sterilization, however on a larger scale, the record is not very encouraging. Once you “have it” -
you “have got it” and need to “learn how to live with it“. Take it from a former “Ag Cop” - | have seen this sort of thing
fail time, after time, after time - almost without exception.

Until next time (June issue) - again are there any issues you would want me to discuss other than what | have been
doing - i.e. do you love it, hate it - or just don't give a d---?



Hello all Manatee Rare Fruit Club Members:

At the March meeting Debra Sims, from the Sarasota Fruit and Nut Society, spoke about wine making. Thanks
Debra for an interesting presentation and the wine for our raffle table.

Spring is here and now is a good time to fertilize to help plants get a good jump on the spring growing season. An
excellent time to fertilize is just before a rain which will help water in the fertilizer. If it doesn’t rain remember to
water in your fertilizer, since much of its effectiveness is lost if it is left on the surface in our hot sun. Also we have
been dry for a couple months so don't forget to supply adequate moisture for your plants and trees.

It's nice to start the yard visits again and have a nice Spring BBQ as well. We spoke about planning some field trips
as a club, and spring and summer in Florida has many things going on. Please speak up at our next meeting about
trips you think would be fun.

Betty Kearns is the new Tree Sale Chairperson. Betty has done a great job planning but we still need your help to
make the 2007 sale a successful event. When we ask for volunteers for something please offer your help. This is
the main fund raiser for the club, and if we are going to be planning field trips and parties we need to make this a
great event. This is also one of the main ways we get new members, so we need a good turn out to help impress
and recruit potential new members. We need volunteers for all sorts of jobs, so remember whatever you skills there
is a job for you, because if everyone helps even the biggest of tasks can be accomplished.

As always your input is still requested... This newsletter, just like the club, is at its best when all the members get
involved. If you have suggestions or have found a gardening product, web site, etc., that you think will be of interest
to other Club Members, or know of an appropriate community event, please feel free to contact me for its inclusion
in the newsletter. Please have all information to me no later than the 20" of the preceding month. The best way to
reach me is through my email at dwallace@ewol.com, but | can also be reached at 756-2276.

Dale

Directions to the USF Botanical Gardens Spring Festival
(April 14™ & 15™)

From the South:
Take | 75 north to Exit 265 (Fowler Avenue) - Head west on Fowler for 4.2 miles — The University
is on the right — Follow signs to the Botanical Gardens.

March Plant Raffle

Donor Plant Winner

Mary Gayle Martin ?

Brigitte Goings Pineapple Dale Wallace
Pete Ray Papaya Hugh Bolt

Pete Ray Garcinia ?

Pete Ray Ice Cream Mango (grafted) Hugh Bolt

Pete Ray Loquat Seedling Dan LaValley
Pete Ray Tamarillo R.E. Wingham
Ray Jones Black Gold Jackfruit ?

Ray Jones Cashew Janet Saunders

Dale Wallace

Dale Wallace

Dale Wallace

Mike McCallister
Debra Sims (Speaker)
Debra Sims (Speaker)
Debra Sims (Speaker)
Debra Sims (Speaker)

Lychee

Dwarf Papaya

Pots

Peanut Butter Fruit
Tropical Passion Wine
Garlic Wine

Spice Wine

Mango Wine

Mary Gayle Martin
Janet Saunders

?

s

Pat McClain
2

Julie McClure
?



Monday, April 9, 2007 6:30
p.m.

Monday, April 9, 2007 7:00
p.m.

Saturday April 14™, 2007 at
12:00 p.m. to 3:00 pm

Monday, May 14, 2007 6:30
p.m.

Monday, May 14 7:00 p.m.

October 7" 2006 through
April 14™ 2007

Saturday (9:00 am-4:00 pm)
& Sunday (9:00 am-3:00 pm)
April 14 & 15, 2007

Saturday April 18, 2007
6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday April 28
& 29, 2007 -9 a.m.to 4 p.m.

Thursday May 3, 2007 —
2p.m.—4pm.

MRFC Calendar

Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto.

Our regular monthly meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto.
Our speaker for March is Ray Jones who will speak on
"Recommended trees for Manatee/Sarasota counties".

MRFC BBQ Picnic at Pete and Betty Kearns, 6505 28th Ave E.
Palmetto. The meat will be supplied please bring a side dish. For
directions see page 7.

Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto.

Our regular monthly meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto.
Our speaker for March will be announced.

Community Calendar

Bradenton’s Old Main Street Market at Old Main Street in Downtown
Bradenton. The Market is open from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM Saturday.

USF Botanical Gardens 16th Annual Spring Plant Festival at 4202
Fowler Avenue Tampa, FL 33620 Phone (813) 974-2329 for directions
see page 7.

Landscape Makeover - Ground Covers & Vines. Landscaping with low-
growing ground cover plants has become a popular trend in landscape
practices. Site considerations will be discussed. Slide presentation for
all plant identification.

Class is at the Manatee County Extension office in Palmetto. To
register, please contact Cheryl Werner at (941) 722-4524. Deadline for
registration is April 16, 2007.

21st Annual Green Thumb Festival at Walter Fuller Park, 7891 26th
Avenue N., St. Petersburg, FL, 33710. There will be a Children® Plant
Fair, the Garden Club of St. Petersburg Flower Show and much more.
Their web site is http://cms.stpete.org/default.asp?page=1483

Home Composting Workshop. Learn how to turn kitchen scraps and
yard waste into useful soil amendments. Participants will learn about
the FYN principles and details about how to setup a home compost bin.
You will leave with a compost bin to take home and start creating your
own compost.

Minimum workshop size is required; workshop sizes are limited. Cost is
$10.00. Materials included. For more information, please contact
Cheryl Werner at (941) 722-4524. All workshops take place at the
Manatee County Extension office in Palmetto

The Internet Adventure:

The Clubs web site: http://www.mrfc.org/

USF Botanical Gardens web site: http://www.cas.usf.edu/garden/




MRFC March 12" 2007 Meeting

Those Present: 64 members and 2 guests

Called to Order: 7:10 PM

Secretary Report: Minutes from last meeting were accepted as printed
Treasurer report: The statement balance was $7,853.

OLD BUSINESS:
About 20 members visited Peter Ray’s for a great tour.

The next garden tour will be at the Kearns’ on April 14th with a barbeque and pot luck dinner.
Betty asks that you let her know (PH 723-9879) what you plan to bring to eat.

The April 14-15 USF Plant Sale in Tampa was discussed.

Betty Kearns asked that the signs for the upcoming MRFC Tree Sale on May 20th be turned in so
that they can be displayed before the sale.

The updating of our Web Site was discussed and Peter Ray reported on a source that would
provide the service for $70/hour, billed at 1/4 hour increments. A motion was passed to authorize
Peter to proceed with the offer

NEW BUSINESS
Julie McClure discussed the need for the MRFC to participate in the beatification of part of the 10
acres of the Palma Sola Botanical Gardens in NW Bradenton. Larry Rued, Bill Morris, Roberta
Herron, Dale Wallace and Michael Jasper volunteered to investigate our possible participation.

SPEAKER
Ray Jones introduced Debra Sims who spoke on “Changing Fruit into Wine At Home” and she
donated some of her wine products to the Plant Raffle.

ADJOURNMENT: 8:30 to the Tasting Table.

March Tasting Table

Donor Food Item Donated

Lou & Hugh Bolt Cheese Tray

Pat McClain Lemon Pound Cake

Pat McClain Pepper Jelly with Cream Cheese
Sally Lee Strawberries

Don Pon Kumquats

Dorothy Pon Calamondin Cake

Suzi Hughes Kumquat/Poppyseed Cake
Robert Harris Meyer Lemon Bars

Pete Ray Cookies

Regina Barker Fruit Cake

Betty Kearns Lemon Pie & Orange Juice
Larry Atkins Passion Fruit Nectar

Dorothy & Don Pon Meiwa Kumquat



| forgot to ask for a volunteer for this month’s column so | will fill in this month. | will be out of town at the
April meeting so please email me to volunteer for May’s Column.

Spring is here and many plants are blooming. My Persian Lime, ‘Ruby Red’ Grapefruit, Minneola Tangelo and
‘Hirado Buntan’ Pummelo are blooming and setting fruit now. The potted citrus has flushed out and is also
blooming. Our ‘Rosey Gold’ bloomed and set fruit in late January and our ‘Mallika@mango is just starting to bud but
the ‘Nam Doc Mai‘ mango has yet to bloom.

The passion vines have bloomed and set fruit through out the winter and we even got a Giant Granadilla passion
fruit this year (See picture below). | have a potted Cherry of the Rio Grande that is blooming but the ones in the
ground have yet to show any sign of blooms. Our Grumichama has started blooming as well as our small lychee
trees. We also have pineapples, carambolas and papayas all have fruit ready to eat. Of our annonas (sugar
apples, soursop and atemoya), only the soursop has leafed out. Our blueberry bushes (Gulf Coast and Millennia),
Red Heritage Raspberries and Blackberry (Arapaho and Apache) have all flowered and set some fruit. | will wrap it
up for this month but please don't forget to volunteer for next month’s column.
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Giant Granadilla (left) and Purple Edulis (right) Passion Fruits

March’s Visitors

Dave & Regina Barker - Bradenton
Jean Armstrong — Palmetto

MANATEE COUNTY CHAPTER OF RFCI STATED OBJECT OF ORGANIZATION:
To be an active, non-profit organization dedicated to the following objectives:

To introduce, propagate, and distribute the many rare tropical and sub-tropical fruits grown throughout the world;
to educate its members and the public as to the merits of these plants; to encourage and extend their cultivation.

The Manatee Rare Fruit Council meets the second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m., usually at the Harlee
Auditorium in the Manatee County Fairgrounds next to the Agricultural Extension Office on 17th Street, Palmetto.
Most months feature a knowledgeable speaker. Visitors and guests are welcome and encouraged. Membership
is $15 annually per family.
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By Gene Joyner, Extension Agent - Palm Beach County Cooperative Extension Service

The blackberry (Rubus hybrid) is native to the northeast United States and there’s even a native one in Florida, too.
Most are semi-erect succoring bushes, although some can be quite viney. There are a number of varieties in
Florida, but the two most commonly seen are Brazos and Oklawaha. Brazos is more bush-like, but all blackberries in
Florida that are grown as dooryard fruit plants are usually thorny and should be put in areas where that doesn't
present a problem.

Leaves are dark green and the plants are quite vigorous and produce many suckers and that too can become a
problem in confined spaces. Height of most blackberries are about 4 feet high with about the same spread. Vining
types can get slightly wider.

Flowers are produced in the late winter, early spring and are generally white with a light pink. Heaviest bloom
production is mid March through April and fruits mature quickly ripening from May through the end of June and
sometimes even into early July. Berries are generally black or purplish-black in color, sometimes being over one
inch in length and a half to 3/4 of an inch thick.

Fruits are usually eaten fresh, but can be used for many types of products including jellies and jams. Plants are quite
hardy, but can get injured below 28 degrees and suffer severe damage below 26 degrees.

If you're close to salt water, blackberries are not known to have high salt tolerance so they should be protected from
salt wind. Most blackberries grow well over a wide variety of soils, but prefer a rich moist soil with a slightly acid pH.
Plants can be propagated by cuttings or digging up the vigorous root sprouts.

Problems associated with blackberries generally are confined to animals competing for ripening fruit such as birds.
Sometimes thrips and other insects may attack foliage and if a wet spring occurs you will see increase in leaf
diseases such as anthracnose.

Blackberries can be grown successfully as container plants where they don't create a problem with covering large
areas with root sprouts.

If you haven’t seen blackberries in your area there usually are nurseries that will carry them so you just have to look
around or ask people who are long time residents and like fruits where a good source of blackberries would be.

By Gene Joyner, Extension Agent - Palm Beach County Cooperative Extension Service

We are now beginning one of our driest times of the year for the landscape and with many tropical fruits having just
newly bloomed and set fruit, it's extremely critical that you supply sufficient irrigation so the fruit develops normally.
Trees that get stressed by lack of irrigation will abort fruit that is present and may even have leaf loss or small
branch dieback if severe conditions occur.

This is a good time of year for propagation and grafting, air layering, or rooting cuttings can be done on almost all
types of tropical fruits. If you have seeds to plant, this is a good time of year to be planting seeds and they should
germinate quickly.

When planting seeds make sure they are irrigated lightly but frequently so the soil moisture stays constant and
doesn’t dry out. Seedlings in the early stages of development die quickly if not well supplied with moisture.

If you have plants in containers, this is a great time for putting out all types of landscape plants including fruit trees.
Water them faithfully for the first few weeks though until they become well established. If you see trees that are not
as thick and busy as you'd like, it's still ok to apply small amounts of fertilizer frequently to try and stimulate more
growth.

Also weeds are a continuing problem in many landscapes and if you haven't already used mulches consider
mulching all fruit trees as well as other plantings 3 to 4 inches deep to help discourage weeds and also conserve
valuable soil moisture. Don't put mulch tightly up against the trunk of large shrubs and trees, however, since
sometimes that could create problems if it stays too wet.

If you have questions about landscape maintenance practices this time of year relating to your tropical fruits, don’t
hesitate to check with fellow members at monthly meetings or contact your local office of the Extension Service.



President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Speaker Chairman
Tree Sale Chairman
Plant Raffle
Membership

Tasting Table

T-Shirt Sales
Newsletter
Seed Bank

Board & Committee Chair 2007

Jon Goings (941-723-9795) email: j.jonbirgittegoings@verizon.net
Abe Epstein (941-798-8806) email: ahepsteinl0@aol.com

Bud Connett (941-798-8935) email: buddymar@juno.com

Mary Gayle Martin (941- ) email: mgtt@netzero.net

Ray Jones (941-729-5985) email: raycat2@verizon.net

Betty Kearns (941-723-9879) email: BKearns644@aol.com
Spencer Salser (813-634-8253) email: palm.man@verizon.net
Larry Rued (941-722-9795) email: preshy1368z@yahoo.com

Mike McCallister email: mikey2810 2000@yahoo.com (941-720-2288)
and Farrell Baker

Sandy Engel (914-776-2195) email: KENGEL4@tampabay.rr.com
Dale Wallace (941-756-2276) email: dwallace@ewol.com
George Anderson (727-392-8822) email: none

We still have plenty of Club Recipe
books available. They make terrific
gifts throughout the year.

They are only $15.00 so plan to pick
up a copy at the monthly meeting.

1 2# 3#

Directions from South.

US 41 north past US 19 exit. After passing US 19 you will go over an overpass. Second road to
right is Palmview. Turn right on Palmview. Pasture on left. At end of pasture, turn left on 28th
Ave E. We are the first house on left. Tan house under oak trees with white fence. There is a
white fence also on other side of road as well.

From 1-75

Take I-275 exit (St Pete). Take first exit US 41 and go left to first traffic light. Turn left at light and
follow road around first curve. (by Sysco) As road starts to curve to left, turn right onto "Jackson

Road". We are 1 1/2 blocks on right. Jackson Road and 28th Ave E are one and the same. The
street signs are different on each end.

Bring your favorite side dish or just bring yourself, but come hungry.



Commercial All Purpose

Colloidal Cleaner

Safe for you... safe for your plants

Donna & Dennis Gretton

Herbs, Butterfly Plants,
Perennials, Ornamentals, Grasses

$15/Quart $35/Gallon
941-966-4377 crux@comecast.net P.O. Box 951 813-716-5038
Debra Sims Nokomis Lithia, FL 33547 E-Mail danddg@att.net

We have our ‘Fruitilizer’ fertilizer back in stock. Please call
Brian Clooney at 722-0188 to check on availability and arrange to pick it up.

Lost? Call Pete or Betty at 723-9879.

YARD VISIT AND BBQ BETTY AND PETE KEARNS HOME

Betty and Pete Kearns will have a yard visit and BBQ for all our members and their guests on Saturday, April 14,
from 12 pm to 3 pm. . The meat will be supplied so please bring a side dish... See previous page for directions.

First Class Malil

Manatee County Chapter
P.O. Box 1656
Bradenton, FL 34206-1656

If you your name is highlighted in pink on you address label you have
not paid for your 2007 membership and this will be your last Newsletter.




