by Pete Ray

| have been grafting for over 35 years - no beginner, but still very much an amateur. One of my ongoing
frustrations is 100% failure at grafting annonas (sugar apples, atemoyas, etc). Last year, my friend
Wayne Clifton gave me one of his prized cherimoya trees. Cherimoyas are said not to do well in our
hot, wet, sea-level climate, but this one is the exception. | immediately tried an approach graft onto an
atemoya rootstock. Approach grafting joins the rootstock and the scion without cutting the scion from the
parent plant, which virtually eliminates the chance that the scion will dry out before the union is complete.
| succeeded with this, so now have a cherimoya in a pot. Good thing, too, since the winter's freezes
killed the parent plant. The picture above shows a second approach graft onto another potted atemoya
rootstock. The cherimoya (green stem on left) is joined to the rootstock (brown stem on right) after
making cuts on both to expose the cambium. When the union is complete (about 21 days) the rootstock
can be cut off above the union, leaving only the cherimoya to grow. The cherimoya is cut off below the
union, leaving the new plant with atemoya root (pot visible in the picture) and cherimoya top. The original
cherimoya (pot not visible in picture see page 5 upper right) can now be grown further in a pot or planted
in the ground and will be none the worse for the experience.

The usual grafting rules apply: clean, sharp tools, and firm contact between scion and rootstock. Be
patient after the union is complete. Cut the upper rootstock away a little at a time over some days. Leave
the tape in place for a while, then cut the scion plant loose, and after the plant has time to recover,
remove the tape.

! " # by Steve Lohn

Here it's the beginning of June and | have already been pulling weeds for months, but | know this is
nothing new for any of you. Sometimes | think we may be growing the wrong things, if we grew weeds,
look at all the time and effort we could save.

Fortunately my Brogdon Avocado flowered like crazy and now has at least 30 actual fruit sizing up well.
You know how you get tons of fruit and between the animals and the wind you lose most of it. Anyhow
the tree is doing great. My Key Lime has so many flowers that | can hardly see any leaves. My Persian
lime is sporting fruit the size of golf balls, along with my Macadamia and kumquat. The Miracle fruit was
never touched by the cold, but still hasn't fruited for me yet. We have eaten all the Mulberry’s from our
trees. Pineapples, well 2 of them decided to put out fruit, watching them, would like to get them before
the creatures do. The Papaya died back, but has leafed out nicely. My pummelo put out a few fruit. It
seems that the bananas, lychee, blackberries, carambolas, figs, guava and jujube were unharmed by the
cold.

The Internet Adventure:
The Clubs web site: http://www.mrfc.org/ Updated weekly thanks to Pete Ray...

Manatee County Extension Office:  http://manatee.ifas.ufl.edu

Manatee County Extension Office:  http://manatee.ifas.ufl.edu
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| had some lovely brown pictures, but Steve and Jimmy beat me to those last month so will send
instead some of the precious re-growth we are getting. The freeze this year definitely let us
know what plants are cold tolerant and what are not. Since we were out of town, our trees had
to fend for themselves and 30 of them succumbed to the long days and nights of cold and
freezing temperatures.

We lost sugar apples, jackfruit, young lychee, mango and macadamia trees. Our jaboticaba and
a lovely 8 foot tall cherimoya also failed to come back. Our large mangos, black sapote and
longan were severally frosted, but are struggling back, growing leaves on large limbs and their
trunks. We had a jackfruit tree that had fruit on it and was over 20 feet tall and it has been
reduced to a few sprouting leaves on the big trunk, but at least it is alive as all the smaller ones
are not.

Our big lychees were frosted on top, but the actual trees are robust and growing well without
fruit. All of our citrus trees look like it never got cold and are all covered with little green fruit.

Our ever fruitless pear tree is great, (I think we need a pair to be productive) but the winner of
the season is our nectarine. It is so loaded with fruit, the limbs are bowed to the ground. The
tree is only 6 to 7 foot tall and there is an easy two bushels of fruit clinging to its little limbs. We
had the same problem with our mulberry this year. | have never seen so much fruit on one tree.
The white sapotes were burned back, but are growing faster than most of the other trees.

Avocados and our larger macadamia trees came thru without any damage, but the bloom fell off
the avocados so our crop is non-existent for this year. We do have macadamia nuts in good
supply so the squirrels in our yard will not starve this year. Our olive trees were also among the
strong survivors and one even had a few blossoms this year.

We have a very cold area of our yard and are investing in some blueberries for that location to
prevent further disappointment. Blackberries are growing and producing for the first time this
year. We all surely learned a big lesson this year and will be replacing for a good while. We
bought a very few trees at our sale. There just didn’t seem to be any time to shop!

Figs were another good, cold tolerant plant and in addition to Pete Ray’s article about the
sesame oil for nematodes, we are putting lawn lime on ours and have more figs this year than
ever before. Something about them liking a sweeter soil. A friend told us 100 Ibs per tree. We
put 50 on last fall and another 50 this spring. Is it the lime or the cold temperatures that are
making them produce so well??
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June’s Plant Raffle
Donor Plant Winner
No list

July’s Tasting Table

Donor Food Item Donated Donor Food Item Donated
No List




Hello all Manatee Rare Fruit Club Members:

This month we went over the details of the sales and how great the sale was, we also had covered some
ways we could improve for next year. Most things like the member’s wheel barrel that was stolen, missing
plants in the holding area can all be easily solved by having more member volunteers at the sale. Our
vice president, Jimmy Lee really hit upon the answer to this and that is to grow the club. Bringing in new
members will not only help with the sale but, all members bring new knowledge, energy and new ideas
which all clubs need. This was very evident this month as we learned about fruits grown in the US Virgin
Islands and their points of origins. Our diverse membership added personal knowledge about the fruits
we were speaking about and how they were grown and used in their counties. Let’s take it from Jimmy
and make a point to invite some new potential members to our next meeting.

As always your input is still requested... This newsletter, just like the club, is at its best when all the
members get involved. If you have suggestions or have found a gardening product, web site, etc., that
you think will be of interest to other Club Members, or know of an appropriate community event, please
feel free to contact me for its inclusion in the newsletter. Please have all information to me no later than
the 20" of the preceding month. The best way to reach me is through my email at
dwallace59@verizon.net, but | can also be reached at 756-2276.

. $2 + — by Pete Ray

The Strawberry Tree, Mintingia Calabura, is a fast-growing, low maintenance tree that, in our climate, can
fruit almost constantly. That is a mixed blessing, as most of us don't want to have to go out and harvest
every day, much less leave it on the tree for squirrel food. An option is to grow it in a container, 5 to 20
gallons. This will yield a tree that produces enough fruit for family consumption, and can be located near
your kitchen, making it easy to grab a handful of fruit for your breakfast cereal. The tree is tropical, and
can be damaged by temperatures below 30 degrees, so being able to bring it in on cold nights is another
advantage.

The fruit is red, occasionally yellow, about a half inch in diameter, and quite sweet. It is low in acidity.
Usually eaten fresh, it can also be used in jams and jellies. Propagation is by seeds, cuttings or air-
layers.

I $ %& ) # I*

We have an excellent selection of ‘What's Growing’ this month. | want to thank Betty Kearns (page 2)
and Steve Lohn (front page) for their excellent contributions this month. | also wish to thank Pete Ray for
his articles this month and for all his previous contributions. This column was created to hear what our
members have to say about what they are growing.

Plants are a resilient bunch and most of my plants are coming back. Most of my lychee fruit have
dropped and my mangoes are few and far between but we had a bumper crop of Jaboticabas and
grumichamas this year. Our loquats finally ripened in March and April. We had a load of peaches and
nectarines this year. As you can see from the photos on page 5 my pineapple & papaya patch is
recovering and | have 25 plus pineapples but only one small papaya, aboutl0 inches tall at that, time
survived. It survived because it was so small and was under a large pineapple plant. | have also added
‘Black’ Sugar Cane to the mix in the back. This is all I have room for this month.. See you at the
meeting...
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Mulberries
By Betty Kearns

Longan Re-growth
By Betty Kearns

Jackfruit coming back
By Betty Kearns

Was a Giant Edward Mango
By Betty Kearns



Jackfruit coming back
By Betty Kearns

Back of My House January 23, 2010
By Dale Wallace

Back of My House June 27, 2010 Too
By Dale Wallace

Approach Grafting (Article on page 1)
By Pete Ray

Back of My House June 27, 2010
By Dale Wallace

Our Kiwis (From Spencer Salser) are Thriving this Year
By Dale Wallace



MRFC Calendar

Monday, June 12, 2010.
6:30 p.m.

Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto.

Monday June 12, 2010.
7:00 p.m.

Our regular monthly meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. Our
speaker for May will be TBA.

Monday, August 9, 2010.
6:30 p.m.

Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto.

Monday August 9 2010.
7:00 p.m.

Our regular monthly meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. Our
speaker for May will be TBA.

Community Calendar

Saturday & Sunday,

July 10 & 11, 2010

Sat. 10:00 a.m. to 7:00.p.m.
Sun. 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Mangomania - Tropical Fruit Festival - German American Social Club
2101 Pine Island Road, Cape Coral, FL 33910. For information go to
www.mangomaniafl.com or call (239) 283-4842

Saturday & Sunday
July 10 & 11, 2010

Sat. & Sun. 10 a.m.to 4 p.m.

USF Botanical Gardens - Tropical Plant Fair. There will be a wide
range of vendors - local plant clubs, societies, and commercial growers
including their own Plant Shop - selling plants, books, and plant-related
items. USF Botanical Gardens at 4202 E. Fowler Avenue NES107,
Tampa, FL 33620 Phone: (813) 974-2329. Web site
http://www.cas.usf.edu/garden/

Wednesday, July 21, 2010
9:30 a.m. To 11:30 a.m.

Bucket Brigade : Learn about container gardening and how to
assemble a bucket to use for your gardening needs. Bring two 5 gallon
buckets with you. Classes will be held in the HLC Building on the
Fairgrounds at the Manatee County Extension Office located at 1303
17th Street West, Palmetto, FL 34221. Presented by Ervin Shannon,
Vegetable Program Assistant. This class is FREE and will take place
from 9 - 11:30am. Call Linda at (941) 722-4524 ext. 265 to register or
visit http://manatee.ifas.ufl.edu/calendar.shtml.

Saturday July 24, 2010

10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

A Taste of Lee County: The Caloosa Rare Fruit Exchange & Lee
County extension host the “Taste Of Lee County”. Tropical Fruit &
vegetables that grow well in Lee County. Plants, tasting table, & growing
information. It will be held at the First Baptist Church Community Room
1735 Jackson St, Fort Myers. Call (239) 543-9910 for more information.

Saturday & Sunday August
14 & 15, 2010

Sat. & Sun 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

USF Botanical Gardens - Bromeliad Bonanza.  There will be a wide
range of vendors and many other activities. USF Botanical Gardens at
4202 E. Fowler Avenue NES107, Tampa, FL 33620 Phone: (813) 974-
2329. Web site http://www.cas.usf.edu/garden/

Friday, Saturday & Sunday
August 27,28 & 29, 2010

Fri & Sat. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sun. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Lake Placid 20th Annual Caladium Festival: There will be Air-
conditioned Bus Tours to the Colorful Caladium Fields, Caladium Bulbs
& Plants for Sale, Arts & Crafts Booths, Area Grape Growing Industry
Wine Display, Florida Friendly Landscape & Ornamental Plants & 12th
Annual Antique & Classic Car Show Also Food, Refreshments,
Entertainment & Caladium Festival Art Competition. For more
information visit http://www.Ipfla.com/caladium.htm




Board & Committee Chair 2008

President Valrie Massey (941-224-0071) email: vmphoto@earthlink.net
Vice President James Lee (813-982-9359) email:
Secretary Mike Jaster (941- 794-3647) email:
Treasurer Larry Rued (941-722-9550) email: presby1368z@yahoo.com
Speaker Chairman James Lee (813-982-9359) and Scott Petersen (727-345-4208) email: skp4208@aol.com
Tree Sale Chairman Betty Kearns (941-723-9879) BKearns644@aol.com & Pete Ray (941-776-0222) pray0222@verizon.net
Plant Raffle Spencer Salser (813-634-8253) email: palm.man@verizon.net
Web Master Brian Burrows (941-465-8218) email: brianb@digitalrains.com
Membership Larry Rued (941-722-9550) email: presby1368z@yahoo.com
Tasting Table Mike McCallister (941-720-2288) email: mikey2810 2000@yahoo.com and Farrell Baker
T-Shirt Sales Sandy Engel (914-776-2195) email: kengel43@verizon.net
Hospitality Chairman Sandy Engel (914-776-2195) email: kengel43@verizon.net
Newsletter Dale Wallace (941-756-2276) email: dwallace59@verizon.net
MRFC June 14, 2010 Meeting Minutes
Called to Order: President Valrie Massey opened th e meeting at 7:08 p.m.

Treasurer report: Larry Rued was not present. No Treasurers Report

OLD BUSINESS:

Not Available

NEW BUSINESS:

Not Available

SPEAKERS & ADJOURNMENT :




First Class Malil

Manatee County Chapter
P.O. Box 1656
Bradenton, FL 34206-1656

Remember to Invite a guest to this
month’s and next month’s meetings.......

MANATEE COUNTY CHAPTER OF RFCI STATED OBJECT OF ORG ANIZATION:
To be an active, non-profit organization dedicated to the following objectives:

To introduce, propagate, and distribute the many rare tropical and sub-tropical fruits grown throughout the world;
to educate its members and the public as to the merits of these plants; to encourage and extend their cultivation.

The Manatee Rare Fruit Council meets the second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m., usually at the Harlee
Auditorium in the Manatee County Fairgrounds next to the Agricultural Extension Office on 17th Street, Palmetto.

Most months feature a knowledgeable speaker. Visitors and guests are welcome and encouraged. Membership
is $24 annually per family.

Oldwatcher guy
Buying — Sellin . .
e ) This Space Available
Vintage Pocket Watches
Walter Yoblonski

Office: 813-633-7754 Cell: 813-449-0763

Email: honeyworks@aol.com




