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We're down to the last days before our 21st Annual Tree Sale.  This year, we face the biggest 
challenge ever - to meet or exceed our record sales and profits of 2008 in this dismal economy.  
The challenge can be broken down into three parts: 
 

First, we must get total sales up.   The most important thing for us is to get more customers 
through the door.  Get those flyers placed in businesses that appreciate your patronage.  Put 
those yard signs out on Monday before the sale.  Do you have a media contact?  Get our Press 
Release to them.  Do you know someone at a business with a roadside marquee sign?  Ask 
them to put a message up the week before the Sale.  We already will have messages on five 
marquee signs.  This is free publicity that money can't buy.  Put those window stickers in your 
car.  I'll have the yard signs and the window stickers at the May meeting. 
 

Secondly, we must get sales up at our club booth.  As I've said often, a dollar of sales at our 
booth drops straight to the bottom line, while a dollar of vendor sales means twenty cents for us.  
I hope you are growing larger seedlings, air layers or grafted trees for us, but it's too late now to 
start that for this year.  What you can still do is look around your place for "diggables" - plants 
you can just dig up and bring in on sale day.  Examples:  banana pups, pineapples, gingers.  I 
will have MRFC tree tags at the meeting.  It will help a lot if you bring the plant in with the tag 
already on and the plant name written in.  Please don't price them; leave that to us.  Fertilizer 
sales are another important profit center.  Al Semago will need a lot of help. 
 

Thirdly, we must look for ways to cut costs.  Here again, a dollar of cost saved means a dollar on 
our bottom line.  Think about it and call me if you have ideas.  Be sure to retrieve yard signs for 
use next year.  Save the backing from your window stickers and return them to me for use next 
year. 
 

We have been moved to the North side of the Civic Center, a much less desirable venue.  We 
fought with the Civic Center, but in the end had no choice.  This will aggravate the already 
difficult task of keeping people flowing through the checkout lines and minimizing errors.  We'll 
need lots of help with carryout, tag pulling, and back room bean counting.  We must avert the 
long lines that we had last year at peak sales times, in short, we need you!  Betty will pass the 
volunteer list around at the meeting.  Sign up and show up! 
 

The Internet Adventure: 
 
The Clubs web site: http://www.mrfc.org/ 
 

Manatee County Extension Office: http://manatee.ifas.ufl.edu 
 

Sarasota County Extension Office: http://sarasota.ifas.ufl.edu 
 

University of Florida’s IFAS Fruitscape: http://trec.ifas.ufl.edu/fruitscapes/  
 

University of Florida’s TREC: http://trec.ifas.ufl.edu/  
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The answer is everything is growing and most fruit trees are blooming.  I seem to have been very 
fortunate in that my only casualty in the freeze were my small struggling hibiscus bushes.   My passion 
fruit vines were nipped back but as you can see in the pictures they are coming back strong. I went 
through and cleaned out all the dead vines as I grow tired very fast of dead leaves and such. My papayas 
had most of their leaves frozen, but none of them suffered any stem damage.  Well, several of my small 
potted papayas did die but none of the plants in the ground did.  They have all put on new leaves and are 
reaching for the sky.  My grumichama shed most of it leaves overnight and was in full bloom the next day. 
 

My ‘Nam Doc Mia’ mangoes lost all their bloom but now they have bloomed a second time and are 
putting fruit on them.  My ‘Rosey Gold’ mango held their fruit through the freezes and I am looking 
forward to mangoes by the end of next month and through the rest of the summer.  I had a few dead 
leaves on my mangoes from the frost but I quickly plucked them and now all the trees look great. Our 
‘Emperor’ and ‘Sweetheart’ lychee are still relatively small but they still have fruit on them.  My pitomba 
has bloomed for the first time and I am looking forward to eating fruits this year.  Also the grumichama 
are full of bloom.  Our ‘Beaumont’ Macadamia Nut tree is loaded with blooms this year and we are ready 
for the race to the nuts.  I will keep everyone apprised on who wins the race, the squirrels or Bear (our 
boxer) and me. 
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Robert (Bob) Dean Murray 
 

We lost a good friend this month when Robert (Bob) Dean Murray passed away on Wednesday, April 22.  
Bob and Vivian own Tree House Nursery in Bokeelia. Bob was born in Stuart, FL. and moved to Bokeelia 
in 1972 from Miami.  He served in the U.S. Air Force as an Air Traffic Controller, and for 22 years after his 
service in the Air Force. He enjoyed fishing, especially with his grandson. He was always an interesting 
and knowledgeable lecturer to many garden clubs throughout the state. 
 

He is survived by his wife of 51 years, Vivian; daughters, Lianne A. Murray and Robin R. White; 
grandchildren, Allisyn Ramirez, Daniel Murray, Trisha Evans; four great-grandchildren; sister, Helen Rose 
Kellish; brothers, Lewis Dewitt Murray and Donald Murray. 
 
 

April’s Tasting Table 
 

Donor  Food Item Donated  Donor  Food Item Donated  
 

Sally Lee Jaboticaba Sally Lee Sconessa & Pound Cake 
Pete & Beth Ray Beth’s Banana Bread Betty Kearns Mulberry Rhubarb Cobbler 
Betty Kearns Orange Juice Chelly Kramer Almond Rolls 
Mary Lohn Cheese Cake  George Kramer Tangerine Tea 
Loretta Christenberry Lemon Cake Ken Engel Red Guava Pudding 
Sandy Engel Key Lime Pie Suzie Hughes Pineapple Angel Food Cake  
Don Pon Lemonade Dorothy Pon Calamondin Cake 
Karin Yoblonski Southern Seasoned Pinto Beans Roberta Harris Lemon Cake 
Hugh & Lou Bolt Cookies Ross & Dolly Longley Mamey Mini Muffins 
Valrie Massey Tangerine Pie   
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Hello all Manatee Rare Fruit Club Members: 
 
This has certainly been an exciting and busy year for the Manatee Rare Fruit Club.  In January 
we hosted the 1st annual open house for our Orchard at Palma Sola Botanical Gardens, with five 
other state clubs in attendance.  Last month we visited the Citrus Arboretum and Bok tower.  
The tree sale is only a few weeks away on May 17th … Be sure to volunteer to help out.  We 
have been invited by the Brevard Rare Fruit Council to a fun filled picnic at the Kiwanis Park in 
Merritt Island on July 25th.  We are renting a bus for the trip over so be sure to sign up ASAP for 
the trip as I am sure the bus will fill up.  There will be more details (departure time, location etc.) 
in the near future. 
 
If this is not enough we are also planning a trip to the Tropical Tree Research and Education 
Center (TREC) in Homestead with a tentative date of August 15th. I will have the specifics by 
next month’s meeting. Whew… 
 
This is the fun part.  Now comes the work part.  We are able to pay for al these trips through the 
income we bring into the club.  Your dues only covers the cost of printing and mailing the 
monthly newsletter so the bulk of the everything else we do, trips, Pa lma Sola, Christmas 
Party is subsidized with our revenues from the tree  sale.   As we all have heard before there 
are no free lunches in this world, so we must make the most off our Tree Sale.  There is so 
much work behind the scenes that Betty Kearns and Pete Ray do that they (we) can use every 
ones help.  
 
There is a job for every one.  Please sign up to work when the sheet comes around or contact 
Betty or Pete.  This is a lot of work but it is also a lot of fun.  This is a chance to make new 
friends and learn a lot.  There is a lot of knowledge in this club and couple that with the 
opportunity to talk to growers about their plants and you will have a fun filled day that will pay 
rewards though out the year with all our activities. 
 
So come on out and help us have another great sale and prepare us financially to have a great 
2nd half of the year.  We will see everyone there! 
 
I also have a request of all members.  Please email me your articles, pictures, helpful hints etc.  
Tell us about your successes and not so great successes.  Remember you only fail when you 
don’t try.  Tell us how you start seeds, do your cuttings, grow you trees and plants, grow your 
vegetable gardens, how you deal with pests and varmints or any other of the thousands of things 
that you do in you garden.  Give us pictures of your trees, fruits, and how you have integrated 
fruiting plants with the rest of your landscape.   As I mentioned earlier one of the great strengths 
is the diversified knowledge that is in the club, and it needs to be shared because everyone 
brings their own unique culture and life experiences to this club.  So get on your computers and 
let the sharing begin. 
 
As always your input is still requested… This newsletter, just like the club, is at its best when all 
the members get involved.  If you have suggestions or have found a gardening product, web site, 
etc., that you think will be of interest to other Club Members, or know of an appropriate 
community event, please feel free to contact me for its inclusion in the newsletter. Please have 
all information to me no later than the 20th of the preceding month. The best way to reach me is 
through my email at dwallace@ewol.com, but I can also be reached at 756-2276.



 
 

Three Foot ‘Pickering’ Mango in Bloom 
By Pete Ray 

 

 
 

‘Red Spanish’ Pineapple 
By Dale Wallace 

 
 
 

Three Foot ‘Pickering’ Mango with Fruit Set 
By Dale Wallace 

 
 

 
 

‘Passion Fruit Vines Recovering 
By Dale Wallace 

 
 

 
 

The End of Our Loquats 
By Dale Wallace
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Our’ Wonderful’ Pomegranate in Bloom 
By Dale Wallace 
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All in the Family (Wallace’s) 
By Roberta Harris 

 
 

 
 
 

Our Expert’s Table 
By Roberta Harris 

 
 

My Newest Tree an ‘Arbequina’ Olive Tree  
By Dale Wallace 

 

 
 

Future Satisfied Customers 
By Roberta Harris 

 

 
 

Club T-Shirt Table with Ken & Sandy Engel 
By Dale Wallace 



MRFC Calendar 
Monday, May 11, 2009 
6:30 p.m. Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto.   

Monday  May 11, 2009 
7:00 p.m. 

Our regular monthly meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. The 
speaker for May will be Chris Rawlings from the Fruit and Spice Park in 
Homestead.  Chris is a very knowledgeable and entertaining speaker.  You 
do not want to miss this. 

Sunday  May 17, 2008 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Our Annual Plant & Tree Sale at the Manatee Civic C enter located 
at the corner of US-41/301 and Haben Boulevard in P almetto 

Monday, June 8, 2009 
6:30 p.m. 

Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. 

Monday  June 8, 2009 
7:00 p.m. 

Our regular monthly meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. Our 
speaker for June is to be announced 

 

Community Calendar 
Saturday & Sunday, 
May 9 & 10, 2009 
Sat: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Sun: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Orchid & Rose Fantasy: USF Botanical Gardens at 4202 East Fowler 
Avenue, Tampa.  For information call (813) 974-2329.  Visit 
http://www.cas.usf.edu/garden/  

Tuesday, May 19, 2009  
6:00 p.m. To 9:00 p.m. 

Taking the Mystery Out of Micro Irrigation:  Learn the terms; pros & 
cons; how to cut water use; and how to select, install & operate your 
own system.  This class is FREE and will be held at the Manatee County 
Extension office in Palmetto. For more information or to register, please 
call Cheryl at (941) 722-4524 ext. 265. 

Wednesday, May 20, 2009  
9:00 a.m. To 11:30 a.m. 

Bucket Brigade - Container Gardening: Learn about container gardening 
and actually assemble a bucket to use for your gardening needs.  Bring two 5-
gallon buckets with you to the class.  This class is FREE and will take place at 
the Manatee County Extension office in Palmetto.  Limited space available. 
DUE TO SAFETY CONCERNS, WE CANNOT EXTEND CLASS SIZE, SO 
PLEASE REGISTER. For more information, please call Linda at (941) 722-
4524. 

Monday, May 25, 2009 
9:00 a.m. To 1:00 p.m. 

Sarasota Succulent Society Open Garden & Plant Sale . The 
Gardens are located at 1310 38th Street, Sarasota just Off Myrtle 
Avenue. Call (941) 924-2703. 

Tuesday June 2, 2009  
6:00 p.m. To 0:00 p.m. 

Landscape Irrigation Simplified: Basic lawn and landscape watering 
systems.  Topics include: setting timers; types of sprinklers; micro-irrigation 
problems, repairs, and adjustments; and eliminating water waste.  This class is 
FREE and will be held at the Manatee County Extension office in Palmetto. 
Please Note: This class satisfies the Irrigation portion of the Manatee County 
Water Conservation Rebate Program. For more information, please call Cheryl 
at (941) 722-4524. 

Thursday June 18, 2009  
2:00 p.m. To 4:00 p.m. 

Home Composting Workshop: Learn how to turn your kitchen scraps and 
yard waste into useful soil amendments.  The $10 fee includes program 
materials and compost bin.  Registration and payment for this workshop are due 
one week in advance.  This class will be held at the Manatee County Extension 
office in Palmetto. For more information or to register, please call Linda at (941) 
722-4524 ext. 265. 

Saturday & Sunday, 
July 11 & 12, 2009 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Mangomania - Tropical Fruit Festival  – German American Social Club 
2101 Pine Island Road, Cape Coral, FL 33910.  For information go to 
www.mangomaniafl.com  or call (239) 283-4842 



Board & Committee Chair 2008 
President Pete Kearns (941-723-9879)  email:  

Vice President Scott Petersen (727-345-4208)   email: skp4208@aol.com  

Secretary Larry Rued (941-722-9550)   email: presby1368z@yahoo.com  

Treasurer Pete Robertson (941-779-0425) email: res0alzi@verizon.net  

Speaker Chairman Ray Jones (941-729-5985)   email: raycat2@verizon.net  

Tree Sale Chairman Betty Kearns (941-723-9879)  BKearns644@aol.com & Pete Ray (941-776-0222) pray0222@verizon.net  

Plant Raffle Spencer Salser (813-634-8253)   email: palm.man@verizon.net  

Membership Larry Rued (941-722-9550)   email: presby1368z@yahoo.com  

Tasting Table Mike McCallister   email: mikey2810_2000@yahoo.com  (941-720-2288) and Farrell Baker 

T-Shirt Sales Sandy Engel (914-776-2195)   email: KENGEL4@tampabay.rr.com  

Newsletter Dale Wallace (941-756-2276)   email: dwallace@ewol.com  

 

MRFC April 13 th 2009 Meeting Minutes 
 

Called to Order:  President Pete Kearns opened the meeting. 
Treasurer report:   Treasurer reported a balance of  $11,768.53 on March 31, 2009. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  

 

Mike Jaster gave a report on the many trees at Palma Sola Park that are flowering or have set 
fruit.  Mike also reported that the Palma Sola Botanical Foundation is having their annual 
fundraising dinner on April 25, 2009 from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.  Tickets for the event are $65. 
  

Pete Ray reported the tree sale preparations are on schedule. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:   
 

The Brevard Rare Fruit Club has invited our club to join them at a luncheon on Saturday July 
25th.  A motion was made and approved to have MRFC charter and pay for a bus.  There will be 
sign-up sheets at the May meeting for those who want to go on this trip. 
 

Dale Wallace reported he is working with Professor Jonathon Crane and the Tropical Research 
Center to host a tour of the facility.  The Sarasota Club will be joining us on this trip which is 
tentively scheduled for August 15th. 
 

A motion was made and approved to purchase additional T-Shirts. 
 

SPEAKERS & ADJOURNMENT :  
 

The speaker for April was Wayne Clifton who gave a presentation on fertilizers for tropical fruit 
trees. The meeting was adjourned to the tasting table. 

 

April’s Plant Raffle 
 

Donor  Plant   Winner  
 

Ray T. Jones Southern Paw Paws (2) ? 
D. Pon Papaya Scott Petersen 
Pete Roberts Everglade Tomato ? 
Pete Ray Lychee ‘Hakk Ip’ ? 
Pete Ray Black Sapote ? 
Walter Yoblonski White Sapote ? 
Valrie Massey Cattley Guava ? 
Jimmy Lee Avocado ? 



 First Class Mail 

 
 
Manatee County Chapter 
P.O. Box 1656 
Bradenton, FL 34206-1656 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MANATEE COUNTY CHAPTER OF RFCI STATED OBJECT OF ORG ANIZATION: 
 

To be an active, non-profit organization dedicated to the following objectives: 
 

To introduce, propagate, and distribute the many rare tropical and sub-tropical fruits grown throughout the world; 
to educate its members and the public as to the merits of these plants; to encourage and extend their cultivation. 
 

The Manatee Rare Fruit Council meets the second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m., usually at the Harlee 
Auditorium in the Manatee County Fairgrounds next to the Agricultural Extension Office on 17th Street, Palmetto. 
Most months feature a knowledgeable speaker. Visitors and guests are welcome and encouraged. Membership 
is $24 annually per family. 

 
It is time for your spring fertilization….   Call F ertilizer chairman, Al Semago.  ….   Please 
call Al at (941) 725-3273 to arrange pick-up for so me of our “Fruitilizer”....  

 

Tree Sale Workers Needed:   
 

Flexible hours, great co- worker, A/C, great benefit package and too much 
else to mention.  Call or email Betty Kearns (941-7 23-9879) 
BKearns644@aol.com  or Pete Ray (941-776-0222) pray0222@verizon.net .  
You do not want to miss this opportunity. 
 

Get your supply and get ready for your 2 nd fertilization of the year so, call Al and  arrange 
to pick up your fertilizer. 


