The November meeting was well represented by the officers and the membership. As you know the
absence of Betty and myself was due to being on vacation in Spain.

Several subjects were discussed at the meeting and | understand there were questions and concerns.
One in particular was our revenue balance of $13,000 and what do we plan to do with the money.

The major project that the club committed to funding and on going support is Palma Sola Park.
Expenses involved in the annual Tree Sale.

The monthly news letter.

Future rental costs for monthly meetings as we understand that the fairgrounds are going to start
charging for meeting space.

5. Bus trips visiting other Fruit tree clubs and Botanical Parks
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At this time | plan to have a budget forecast to our membership by the December meeting.

| was pleased that the membership approved the increase in the annual dues to $24 per year. It was the
right thing to do as this will help to pay the newsletter costs.

Our major revenue source is the tree sale and some outstanding people in our club have made history
the last two years with record breaking revenues, but we cannot expect that success every year and get
lulled into not placing a strong effort into making the tree sale a great success. | feel that we must budget
carefully to assure we will be able to pay for all our commitments.

We must also be aware of the country's financial situation at this present moment and plan our budget
accordingly.

| look forward to seeing everyone at the "biggest" meeting of the year our annual Christmas Party. The
food will be wonderful and abundant as always. Hope everyone had a Happy Thanksgiving.

Pete Kearns

October’s Tasting Table

Donor Food Item Donated Donor Food Item Donated
Spenser Salsar Orange Juice & Apple Cider Chelly Kramer White Guava Cake

D. Pon Lemon Cake Sandy Engel Lemon Cake w/Lemon Frosting
Loretta Christenberry  Honey Bun Cake Arlene Barnett Pumpkin Bar

Sally Lee Scones Barbara Feliciano Pumpkin Pudding

The Internet Adventure:

The Clubs web site: http://www.mrfc.org/
Bio Organics — Mycorrhizal Products & Information . http://www.bio-organics.com/

Bio Organics — Mycorrhizal Products & Information . http://www.bio-organics.com/




Bok Towers:

1151 Tower Blvd.
Lake Wales, FL 33853
863-676-1408

Christmas at Pinewood Holiday Home Tour: November 2 8 through January 4, 2009

Capture the holiday spirit when you tour the 20-room Mediterranean-style mansion at Pinewood
Estate. Come see what's new and different when Central Florida designers transform the 1930s
winter retreat into a glittering holiday showcase with this year's new theme, Once Upon a Time...
A Storybook Christmas. Cost:  General public: $8 adult; $6 children (5-12) children under 5
admitted free (does not include admission to Gardens).

Their hours are Monday through Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. & Sunday 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Call (863)
676-1408 or visit their web site at http://www.boksanctuary.org for details.

Selby Gardens

811 South Palm Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34236
941-366-5731

Selby “Lights in Bloom”: December 11-14, 18-21 and 26-28, 2008 from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00
p.m.

View the gardens at night with lights. Call (941) 366-5731 or visit their web site at
http://www.selby.org/ for details.

Florida Botanical Gardens

12520 Ulmerton Road
Largo, FL 33774
727-582-2100

The llluminated Gardens: December 1. 2008 — January 4, 2009 from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Free - Celebrate the season and see how more than 425,000 colorful lights can transform Florida
Botanical Gardens into a holiday wonderland. Florida Botanical Gardens will be all decked out in a
blanket of glittering holiday lights that showcase the beauty of the Gardens’ plants and
landscapes. For more information, call (727) 582-2100. Visit their web site at http://www.flbg.org
for details.

October’s Plant Raffle

Donor

Pete Robertson
George Kramer
George Kramer
George Kramer

Osvalddo Feliciano

Pete Ray
Pete Ray

Shanta Tallapragada

Brain Burrows

Birgitte Runge-Goings

Norma Troy
Valerie Massey
Sally Lee

Plant

Papaya

Guavas Fruit
Guavas Fruit
Guavas Fruit
Avocados (2)
Kohala Longan
Hak Yip Lychee
Tamarind

Ice Cream Bean
Coconuts (3)
Mango Fruit
Suriname Cherry
Roselle Fruit (2)

Winner

Doris Krueger
Mary Gayle Martin
Karen Carpenter

Shanta Tallapragada

?
?
George Kramer
Dorothy Pon
?
?
Karen Carpenter
Evelyn Fielding
2
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We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. See ya in 2009.
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% % 7' 7 . by Betty Kearns

Pete and | just returned from a wonderful trip thru Spain and then a cruise thru the
Mediterranean. While we won’t bore you with the other 550 photos, here are a few that we
thought would be interesting to share with you. Thank Heavens for digital cameras, no one
could afford that much film, let alone carry it.

The olive groves and vineyards in Spain went for miles in every direction. The olive trees are a
pale delicate green and stand out among the darker shades of citrus. We wanted to visit an olive
farm to see how they were picked and processed, but could not find one. As a last resort we
stopped on the side of the road after seeing people on ladders picking the olives and picked 4 to
take with us. (I brought the seeds home with me, but fear they may be too immature to grow)
There is no shell or outer protection on an olive. They are hard little globes and are soaked for a
month in a heavy brine solution after picking to soften them enough to eat. We visited an olive
market, which was an open courtyard about the size of ¥z the area we meet in at the fairgrounds.
There are 5 different varieties of olives and you can see the different colors of them in the
picture. There were 10 or more vendors in the courtyard and each one does things a little
differently from the other. They mix some of them with pepper sauce and also parsley and
garlic to sell them. They mound them up with bare hands so we passed on purchasing any of
them.

We did not have the same control when we came across the Annona shown with the US quarter.
It was the size of a Keitt mango and was absolutely delicious. We also ate fresh dates from the
palms behind Pete, my brother, Bill and his wife Diane. The ground was littered with them
beneath the trees. There is no comparison to the dates we get here in flavor or texture. They
just melt in your mouth. They told us that the dates do not produce in northern central Spain, but
do in the south where most of the citrus is grown. The trees shown were in the Canary Islands
and it is warm temperate climate. We also visited a winery there and saw wine barrels the size
of most bathrooms. They held 9000 liters of wine and some varieties are held for 20 years or
more before bottling.

Vendors along the street sold roasted garlic, chestnuts and the avocados shown. The big fruit
market is shown with all the neat boxes of fruits of all types. They also sell spices in similar
boxes. The fish market is shown with the vendor sitting up over his scale and there were about
12 of them in the area, each having a space of his own. Each one had different types of fish and
shrimp to sell. The meat market was a bit much. They eat camel, horse, cattle, goat, sheep and
chicken. Nothing is wasted. Even the feet were sold, for soup possibly. You need a big kettle!

Best joke of the trip. We encountered Iberian Ham on our first day in Spain. We had eaten it for
a week, when we saw full haunches hung in a deli and realized that the leg was way too long for
any self-respecting pig. Iberian Ham is cured sheep leg. And it was good.
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Olive Grove Olive Tree
By Pete & Betty Kearns By Pete & Betty Kearns

Olive Market Annona
By Pete & Betty Kearns By Pete & Betty Kearns

Fish Market
By Pete & Betty Kearns

Street Fruit Vendor
By Pete & Betty Kearns



Fruit Market
By Pete & Betty Kearns

Don't Forget to Bring your Covered Dish

Christmas Past
By Sandy Engel

‘Pete & Friends
By Pete & Betty Kearns

Or Your Plates and Silverware............

Christmas Past Too
By Sandy Engel



Monday, December 8, 2008
6:30 p.m.

Monday December 8, 2008
7:00 p.m.

Saturday, January 10 2009
1:00 p.m.

Wednesday, December 3,
2008
1:00 p.m. To 2:00 p.m.

Wednesday, December 3,
2008
4:00 p.m. To 5:30 p.m.

Thursday, December 3, 2008

1:00 p.m. To 2:00 p.m.

Monday, December 15, 2008

1:00 p.m. To 2:00 p.m.

MRFC Calendar

Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto.

Our Annual Christmas celebration at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto.

A special multi club meeting, orchid tour and pot luck lunch at Palma
Sola Botanical Park. We have invited Sarasota Fruit and Nut Society,
Tampa Bay Chapter of Rare Fruit Club, Brevard Rare Fruit Council,
Caloosa Rare Fruit Exchange and Central Florida Tropical Fruit Club.
This is a great opportunity to network with other fruit enthusiasts from all
Central Florida.

Community Calendar

Palms in the Landscape by Annemarie Post, Extension Agent
Environmental Horticulture: Palms are ranked highly as landscape
plants in subtropical and tropical regions. Learn about these fascinating
plants and how to select and care for them. Twin Lakes Park 6700 Clark
Road, Sarasota FL, 34241. Registration is Required. Call (941) 861-
5000 (Ask for the Sarasota County Extension) or go to
http://sarasota.extension.ufl.edu/ click on Education Calendar.

Florida Buggy Critters — The Bad, Good and Harmless by Fred
Santana, Ph.D., Integrated Pest Management Educator : Most people
new to Florida are overwhelmed at first by the sight of a giant crab
spider or what seems like never-ending ant problems, plus the sudden
appearance of small soft-bodied insects on a plant they admire. With
more than a million species of insects, it is hard to know which ones are
harmful, helpful, or harmless. Most people are surprised to learn that
the vast majority of arthropods are beneficial and serve an important
role in the environment. Only a small number are pests. Dr. Fred
Santana, Entomologist, will talk about these and a few non-buggy
critters. Twin Lakes Park 6700 Clark Road, Sarasota FL, 34241.
Registration is Required. Call (941) 861-5000 (Ask for the Sarasota
County Extension) or go to  http://sarasota.extension.ufl.edu/ click on
Education Calendar.

Native Shrubs for the Landscape by Annemarie Post, Extension
Agent Environmental Horticulture: Our native shrubs are very well
suited for Florida’s sandy soils. Since Florida’'s native plants and wildlife
evolved together, native shrubs are also often the best choice for the
wildlife garden. This program will explain the main selection criteria for
native shrubs, such as site conditions (soll, light, moisture and hardiness
zones) and plant characteristics (size at maturity and maintenance
requirements). Shamrock Park, 3900 Shamrock Drive, Venice, 34293.
Registration is Required. Call (941) 861-5000 (Ask for the Sarasota
County Extension) or go to  http://sarasota.extension.ufl.edu/ click on
Education Calendar.

Creating Your Florida Yard: This program will help you create a garden
that is beautiful and protects Florida’s fragile environment at the same
time, by incorporating Florida Yards & Neighborhoods principles in
design and maintenance. Fruitville Library, 3900 100 Coburn Rd
Sarasota, FL 34240. Web Site: http://sarasota.extension.ufl.edu and
click on Education Calendar.




Board & Committee Chair 2008

President Pete Kearns (941-723-9879) email:

Vice President Scott Petersen (727-345-4208) email: skp4208@aol.com

Secretary Larry Rued (941-722-9550) email: presby1368z@yahoo.com

Treasurer Pete Robertson (941-779-0425) email: resOalzi@verizon.net

Speaker Chairman Ray Jones (941-729-5985) email: raycat2@verizon.net

Tree Sale Chairman Betty Kearns (941-723-9879) BKearns644@aol.com & Pete Ray (941-776-0222) pray0222@verizon.net
Plant Raffle Spencer Salser (813-634-8253) email: palm.man@verizon.net

Membership Larry Rued (941-722-9550) email: presby1368z@yahoo.com

Tasting Table Mike McCallister email: mikey2810 2000@yahoo.com (941-720-2288) and Farrell Baker
T-Shirt Sales Sandy Engel (914-776-2195) email: KENGEL4@tampabay.rr.com

Newsletter Dale Wallace (941-756-2276) email: dwallace@ewol.com

MRFC October 13 " 2008 Meeting

Called to Order: Vice- President Scott Petersen ca  lled the meeting to order.

Treasurer report:  Treasurer reported a bank balan  ce of $13,523.00 as of October 31.

Secretary Report:  The minutes from the September 8th, 2008 meeting were accepted as
in newsletter.

OLD BUSINESS:

Ray Jones presented the slate of officers nominated for next year.
President—Pete Kearns Vice-President---Scott Petersen
Secretary—Larry Rued Treasurer—Pete Robertson

The vote on the slate will take place at the Decemb  er 2008 meeting.

The next meeting will be our annual Christmas pot luck dinner. Dues for 2009 can be
paid at the meeting. For those who pay at the meeting a drawing will be done and one
person will get a free membership.

The January 2009 meeting will be held on Saturday January 10 at 1 pm at the Palma
Sola Park. The Sarasota, Tampa, and Brevard clubs will be invited. This will be a potluck
lunch.  Signups for salads, entrees and desserts for the lunch will be done at the
December meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:

Dale Wallace motioned that the club increase its annual dues to $24. Those paying
before June 30 will pay $24. Those paying after June 30 will pay $12. Motion seconded
by Spencer Salser. After discussion the motion was voted upon and passed with one
nay vote.

SPEAKERS & ADJOURNMENT :

The meeting was adjourned. Pete Ray gave a presentation and demonstration of air
layering.




First Class Malil

Manatee County Chapter
P.O. Box 1656
Bradenton, FL 34206-1656

MANATEE COUNTY CHAPTER OF RFCI STATED OBJECT OF ORG ANIZATION:
To be an active, non-profit organization dedicated to the following objectives:

To introduce, propagate, and distribute the many rare tropical and sub-tropical fruits grown throughout the world;
to educate its members and the public as to the merits of these plants; to encourage and extend their cultivation.

The Manatee Rare Fruit Council meets the second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m., usually at the Harlee
Auditorium in the Manatee County Fairgrounds next to the Agricultural Extension Office on 17th Street, Palmetto.
Most months feature a knowledgeable speaker. Visitors and guests are welcome and encouraged. Membership
is $15 annually per family.

For fertilizer call chairman, Al Semago. .... Plea se call Al at (941) 725-3273 to arrange
pick-up for some of our “Fruitilizer”....

This month is our annual Christmas party. Please br __ing a potluck dish ,
plates and your silverware. Bring a $ 15 gift if you wish to participate in the
gift exchange. There is ng plant exchange __ this month or next month

Our January meeting of the Rare Fruit Council will be held on a Saturday January 10™ at 1:00
p.m. at the Palma Sola Botanical Park. The Tampa, Sarasota, and Broward Clubs will be
invited to the meeting to see the work we have been doing. We will discuss the details at this
months meeting please be sure to attend. We look forward to seeing everyone out there. There
will be no plant exchange at this meeting.




