by Pete Kearns

We have once again had a very successful tree sale. Another to top the records of past years. The entire
club owes Pete Ray and Betty Kearns a debt of gratitude for the extraordinary amount of work they do
each year in order to stage this production. In spite of being on the North side of the Civic Center, which
drove our co-chairs pretty crazy with everything being backwards, the sale was very well attended (See
Karen and Richard Carpenters photo of the crowd out front before doors opened). This was a view that
none of us had ever seen before, but since the Carpenters were up front in the center where the tickets
were counted this year they had a bird’s eye view. Great photo. Steve Lohn took a series of inside
photos showing the sale in action, which in years past we have been negligent of getting. Thanks Steve
for your efforts as well. |1 am sure that Dale has inserted some of these photos in this letter.

One of our vendors, Lychees on Line, donated a large Sweetheart lychee tree for the Palma Sola project.
Our trees out there are doing great and many have fruit already this year. However we will need more
trees to plant, as there are several vacant spaces. Please let me know if you have a tree you would like
to donate.

| also want to thank our members for turning out in force to assist in the sale. We had better member
participation this year than we have ever had and it really makes a difference to have those extra hands.
Cass Robertson arranged for Boy Scouts and the 4 H Club to come and work and they were some great
kids. The scoutmaster told me the boys learned so much by working as a team and also with another
group as they had never done that before. We are hoping to build a better relationship with both groups
and that they will be back for future sales. Pete Ray talked to the 4-H about having a “propagation” clinic
for the kids and they were very excited about the idea. This interaction could be an important impact on
the future of our club. MRFC desperately needs younger people to join and learn from our older
members so that they can carry on the traditions and work of our charter. | believe that each of us should
try to encourage youths to join our group. | also think that perhaps a student membership should be
proposed in order to encourage them to join. All food for thought.

Remember the Brevard Rare Fruit pichic on July 25th. Their deadline for attendees was May 13th and |
have called and given them the number of our members who signed up to attend. Their club is providing
all the food. They said if anyone wanted to bring something it would be fine, but not necessary. We have
rented a bus for transport of our members at no charge to those attending.

Dale Wallace also has a trip planned in conjunction with the Sarasota club. He will have all the details at
the next meeting.

Dr. Wilfredo Mallari

Long time Manatee Rare Fruit Council member Dr. Wilfredo Mallari of Bradenton, FL died May 5,
2009. Our prayers go out to his family at this difficult time. Services were held Saturday May 9"
in Bradenton. . Memorial donations may be made to TideWell Hospice and Palliative Care, 5955
Rand Boulevard, Sarasota, Florida 34238.



by Peter Ray

I'm calling it the best tree sale ever! There are plenty of things that can be improved, and will be for
2010, but a lot of things went well. We had a new total sales record, (over $55,000), a new record total
net profit for MRFC, record profits from fertilizer sales, and record profits from the MRFC sale booth.
Perhaps more important, we had best ever participation by our members, working harder, smarter and
faster to keep things running smoothly, or at least less chaotically. Our fantastic young volunteers from
4H and Boy Scouts did a great job, helping with carry-out, and keeping carts and wagons coming back
into the hall for reuse. These young people got a look at our club and what we do, and | think they liked
what they saw. This can be a beginning of connections that will let our experienced members pass on
their great knowledge of fruiting plants and trees to the next generation.

Our great efforts brought in a sizable amount of money. While no one could be displeased with that, in the
first several years after profits started to climb, we seemed to be casting about for a mission that would put this
money to good use. That question, in my view, has been answered by our Rare Fruit Tree Exhibit at Palma
Sola Botanical Park. Our money and our perspiration are now proudly dedicated to developing and sustaining
what will become the premier display of fruiting plants and trees in Southwest Florida.

I can't name names of members who pitched in to make this year's sale the success it was. You are
many and you know who you are. But | would like to mention non-members who helped out. ['ve
mentioned 4H and Boy Scouts. We should thank the Bradenton Herald's Nick Walter and Grant Jefferies
for a front-page story just a few days before the sale. Owners of marquee signs on main roads who gave
us messages seen by thousands: The Shake Pit, Manatee Memorial Hospital Thrift Shop, Courtesy
Cleaners, Just for Girls, and 1st Manatee Bank. Fix-A-Tire in Palmetto permitted us to locate our big
sandwich board sign there. Leo Mills and Associates, Surveyors in Palmetto permitted us to place a sign
at their office on 8th Ave. West. Mary Anne Early placed about twenty yard signs outside businesses on
busy streets. Joyce Coddington and Marcia Sinnott worked hard all day as cashiers and as back room
bean counters and Randy Dennis spent the day toting fertilizer bags for Al Semago. Remember our debt
to these businesses when you need the services they provide.

It's not too soon to think of next year's sale. An air-layer put on today can be a $30 plant for the MRFC
booth in 2010.

And please, remember to bring your yard signs and window stickers to the June meeting to be put up
again next year.

The Internet Adventure:

The Clubs web site: http://www.mrfc.org/

Manatee County Extension Office:  http://manatee.ifas.ufl.edu

Sarasota County Extension Office:  http://sarasota.ifas.ufl.edu

Arbico Organics Organic Garden products: http://www.arbico-organics.com/

Worms Way : http://www.wormsway.com (They have a retail store in Tampa)

May’s Tasting Table

Donor Food Item Donated Donor Food Item Donated
Cass Robertson Limeade Lori Bolt Cookies

Birgitte Runge-Goings Pineapple Loretta Christenberry Apple Dumpling

Dolly Longley Stuffed Lychee Sandra Nalles Guava Nectar

Sally Lee Pecan Pie Valrie Massey Carrot Cake

Betty Kearns Black Sapote Cake Mike Jaster Black Sapote Mousse
Betty Kearns Lemonade M Lohn Chips & Salsa

Ted Kapantais Lemonade Diane Wallace Cake



Hello all Manatee Rare Fruit Club Members:

It is the week after the plant sale and it looks like another banner year. The numbers are in and it looks
liked we had another great sale. At 9:00 a.m. the Center was full of plants and it looked like little forest
through out the sales floor but by 12:00 p.m. you could see the forest had been thinned out considerably.
This year there definitely was the early morning rush but it stayed steady up through 4:00 p.m., more so
than in the past.

There were some questions about how the economy would impact the sale but what | saw in February at
the Caloosa sale held true for this sale as well. When times are tight and people are looking for ways to
cut expenses growing your own food can certainly help. As always some people wanted fruit soon but
most people seemed to take the longer view this year. Papayas, passion fruit, berry bushes, some guava
and some grafted trees will supply fruit this year but most take at least a year to develop the root systems
and caliper to properly support the fruit. But when they do start to fruit consistently most fruiting plants
can supply 10 times the cost of the plant in a single season of fruit. With the dwarf trees and proper
pruning technique you can have fruit throughout most of the year even in a small yard.

The second reason | believe people are looking to grow their own is have control over how the plants are
grown that they eat. As we learn more about our food chain and all the GMO food we eat, it makes
sense to go back to basics and grow some of our food. | won't even get started on what they spray on
plants. But there is good news. There are more new organic products available today than ever before.
More are appearing in the big box stores than in the past, but many are still next to impossible to get
except from internet or mail order based sources.

Another popular trend is the use of heirloom/heritage seeds. | listen to talk radio as | drive around
through the week and there is even a commercial talking about these seeds. They sell a variety pack
and talk about being able to plant an acre. | also had many folks who have never planted or grown
fruiting plants before come in to purchase plants. Many were new to the area but some just felt now is
the time to get started.

One unfortunate trend we have seen over the last few years is the disappearance of the local nursery
where the sales staff was educated on how to grow and care for the plants. So now | believe is a great
time to grow and expand our club since this once valuable source is disappearing. If you have ever
asked an associate in a big box store a question about a plant you, usually are met with a blank
expression and the reply “l will ask my manager”.

We always see a rise in attendance after the sale, so let's all give a special welcome the new people
when we see them. We should include them in our conversations after the meeting and make them want
to come back. Many are new to the area or growing, so let's take the time to help these people.
Remember their knowledge may be limited or at least about growing in Florida, so do not assume too
much and cover all the bases. What we have to offer is valuable and if we are willing to share it our club
will flourish for many years to come.

As always your input is still requested... This newsletter, just like the club, is at its best when all the
members get involved. If you have suggestions or have found a gardening product, web site, etc., that
you think will be of interest to other Club Members, or know of an appropriate community event, please
feel free to contact me for its inclusion in the newsletter. Please have all information to me no later than
the 20™ of the preceding month. The best way to reach me is through my email at dwallace@ewol.com,
but I can also be reached at 756-2276.

Charlie Crowley made prior arrangements with 970-WFLA to be on their broadcast
Sunday morning to advertise and talk about our tree sale. Charlie arrived early to unload
and setup his plants and then spent 15 minutes on the broadcast just before the sale
opened. Advertising like this is hard to get and we owe Charlie lots of atta boys.
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Waiting to Get In !! We were Ready with our Fertilizer
By Karen Carpenter By Steve Lohn
Sally Lee with all her Delicious Jams Diane Wallace Helps Out a Customer
By Derek Wallace By Derek Wallace
The Sale is on Banana Man

By Karen Carpenter By Steve Lohn
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Birgitte Counting Tickets
By Karen Carpenter

Allin a Row
By Steve Lohn

Our President, Pete Kearns
By Steve Lohn

Richard Carpenter in the Back Room
By Karen Carpenter

Our Holding Area
By Steve Lohn

All | had Left.. Well Almost
By Steve Lohn



Monday, June 11, 2009
6:30 p.m.

Monday June 11, 2009
7:00 p.m.

Monday, July 13, 2009
6:30 p.m.

Monday July 13, 2009
7:00 p.m.

Saturday, June 13, 2009
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Thursday June 16, 2009
6:00 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.

Thursday June 18, 2009
2:00 p.m. To 4:00 p.m.

Saturday, June 20, 2009
1:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Wednesday, June 24, 2009
9:00 a.m. To 11:30 a.m.

Saturday & Sunday,
July 11 & 12, 2009
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

MRFC Calendar

Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto.

Our regular monthly meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. The
speaker for June will be ?

Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto.

Our regular monthly meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. Our
speaker for June is to be announced

Community Calendar

Mango Mania: It's everything you want to know about mangos; how to
grow them, their insect & disease problems, recipes and the many
varieties. Sample fruits until the juice runs from your elbows. Taste
luscious sticky rice with mango. It cost $ 35 and will be hosted by Chris
Rollins at the Fruit & Spice Park, 24801 SW 187th Avenue. Homestead,
Florida 33031. Call 305-247-5727 for more info.

Smart Landscape: Planning and Care:  The key to smart landscaping
is to develop the Florida-friendly landscape plan to save water, time, and
money. We will think through and solve intended uses of your
landscapes plus the care required to maintain healthy plants. This class
is FREE and will be held at the Manatee County Extension office in
Palmetto. Please Note: This class satisfies the education requirements
for the Landscape Retrofit portion of the Manatee County Water
Conservation Rebate Program. For more information, please call Elissa
at (941) 722-4524 ext. 235.

Home Composting Workshop:  Learn how to turn your kitchen scraps
and yard waste into useful soil amendments. The $10 fee includes
program materials and compost bin. Registration and payment for this
workshop are due one week in advance. This class will be held at the
Manatee County Extension office in Palmetto. For more information or to
register, please call Linda at (941) 722-4524 ext. 265.

Lychee & Longan Workshop: This class will cover how to grow and
use lychee and longans. It will be held during the Redland Summer Fruit
Festival. Trees and fruit available for purchase. It cost $ 25 and hosted
by Chris Rollins at the Fruit & Spice Park, 24801 SW 187th Avenue.
Homestead, Florida 33031. Call 305-247-5727 for more info.

Bucket Brigade - Container Gardening: Learn about container
gardening and actually assemble a bucket to use for your gardening
needs. Bring two 5-gallon buckets with you to the class. This class is
FREE and will take place at the Manatee County Extension office in
Palmetto. Limited space available. DUE TO SAFETY CONCERNS, WE
CANNOT EXTEND CLASS SIZE, SO PLEASE REGISTER. For more
information, please call Linda at (941) 722-4524.

Mangomania - Tropical Fruit Festival — German American Social Club
2101 Pine Island Road, Cape Coral, FL 33910. For information go to
www.mangomaniafl.com or call (239) 283-4842




President

Vice President
Secretary

Treasurer

Speaker Chairman
Tree Sale Chairman
Plant Raffle
Membership
Tasting Table
T-Shirt Sales

Newsletter

Board & Committee Chair 2008

Pete Kearns (941-723-9879) email:
Scott Petersen (727-345-4208) email: skp4208@aol.com
Larry Rued (941-722-9550) email: presby1368z@yahoo.com

Pete Robertson (941-779-0425) email: resOalzi@verizon.net

Ray Jones (941-729-5985) email: raycat2@verizon.net
Betty Kearns (941-723-9879) BKearns644@aol.com & Pete Ray (941-776-0222) pray0222@verizon.net

Spencer Salser (813-634-8253) email: palm.man@verizon.net

Larry Rued (941-722-9550) email: presby1368z@yahoo.com
Mike McCallister email: mikey2810 2000@yahoo.com (941-720-2288) and Farrell Baker

Sandy Engel (914-776-2195) email: KENGEL4@tampabay.rr.com

Dale Wallace (941-756-2276) email: dwallace@ewol.com

MRFC May 11" 2009 Meeting Minutes

Called to Order: 7:00 PM President Pete Kearns ope
raffle table were explained. Minutes were not read

Treasurer reported a balance o f $9204.72.

ned the meeting. The tasting table and
by motion.
Treasurer report:

OLD BUSINESS:

The field trip for August is put off until further notice. Damage at Palma Sola Park was discussed.
So far only one tree was lost during last winter’s freeze.

The Broward chapter invited us to their July 25" picnic meet at SunTrust Bank. So far 27 hands
were shown.

NEW BUSINESS:

Peter Ray went over the tree sale. Take a sign for your yard. Window signs were discussed.
Donated plants are much appreciated. The sale is well advertised. Carts, wheelbarrows, etc. are
welcome. Donations of food and drink are appreciated. The sale will be located at the north side
of the building. A food concession will be there. Wear your club t-shirt. Volunteer students who
work may be tipped. Fruitilizer will be available in 5# and 50# bags.

SPEAKERS & ADJOURNMENT :

The speaker for May was Chris Rawlings from the Fruit and Spice Park in Homestead. Chris
spoke about some not so famous fruiting plants. The meeting was adjourned to the tasting table.

May'’s Plant Raffle

Donor Plant Winner

Pete Robertson Key Lime ?

George Kramer Various Gourds Steve Lohn
Norma Troy Rosemary Valrie Massey
Norma Troy Rosemary Mary Lohn
R.E. Whigham Mulberry Mary Lohn
Ross & Dolly Longley Miniature Pineapple Mary Lohn
Valrie Massey California Pomegranate ?



First Class Malil

Manatee County Chapter
P.O. Box 1656
Bradenton, FL 34206-1656

Please Bring Back the Tree Sale Sings and Window De cals

MANATEE COUNTY CHAPTER OF RFCI STATED OBJECT OF ORG ANIZATION:
To be an active, non-profit organization dedicated to the following objectives:

To introduce, propagate, and distribute the many rare tropical and sub-tropical fruits grown throughout the world;
to educate its members and the public as to the merits of these plants; to encourage and extend their cultivation.

The Manatee Rare Fruit Council meets the second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m., usually at the Harlee
Auditorium in the Manatee County Fairgrounds next to the Agricultural Extension Office on 17th Street, Palmetto.
Most months feature a knowledgeable speaker. Visitors and guests are welcome and encouraged. Membership
is $24 annually per family.

It is time for your summer fertilization.... Call F ertilizer chairman, Al Semago. ....
Please call Al at (941) 725-3273 to arrange pick-up  for some of our “Fruitilizer”....

Thank you to all Tree Sale Workers....

The numbers are in and it was another successful sa le.

Now let's get ready to enjoy ourselves. Remembert o sign up for the July 25 ™ trip to the
Picnic hosted by Brevard Rare Fruit Council. The p  rice isright ..... Free.

If that is not exciting enough the trip to The Tropical Research and Education Center
(TREC) in Homestead for August 15 ™ has been confirmed. | will have D etails at our June
meeting.




