My recent move to the central coast of California gives yet another opportunity to create a new garden and orchard.
I've left some wonderful soil and fruit trees behind me over the years.

The soil here is mostly sand that drains quickly and lacks organic matter. It is quite a different situation than working
with clay but both extremes are relatively easy to turn into prime garden soil, especially when | employ
microbiological helpers.

My first task here was to convert the scraggly front lawn from chemically-dependent grass growing in lifeless sand
that allowed water and nutrients to simply run right through the root zone. | applied a combination of minerals and
mycorrhizal spores (our MycoMinerals product) plus a slow release dry organic fertilizer and watered it in (UV rays
can harm the spores). A couple weeks later, after the spores had a chance to come out of dormancy, | scattered
grass seed. For the first few weeks, the lawn required almost daily watering but now that the moisture-retaining
mycorrhizal fungi have colonized the soil |1 can cut back on watering to once a week. (We have not had any
significant rain here for months.)

What was arguably the worst-looking lawn in the neighborhood is now already one of the best, and with much less
input required. It is relatively easy to get grass off of a chemical fertilizer treadmill, and I'd be surprised if more
homeowners and lawn-care services don't adopt a cleaner biological approach in the future.

For my garden and orchard areas, the fix was also simple - dig in compost and the minerals/spores, along with small
amounts of dry organic fertilizer. (See www.groworganic.com for a good mail-order source of fertilizer.) The initial
setup calls for some muscle work to blend the additives into the soil, but after that it's simple to seed or transplant
into the improved medium - | follow a limited-till routine with improved soils.

Again, not much water will be needed for sandy soil that is clumped together by mycorrhizal fungi root-threads. And
earthworm populations will soar, continually enriching the soil as they feed on surface mulch. One note - it is difficult
to find quality compost in bags. The major brand name products are typically awful - not much more than blackened
sawdust. A locally-owned nursery may be able to steer you to some good stuff.

For clay, | found that the best and quickest fix is sand and lots of it. Ignore the uninformed folks who say that "clay
and sand makes concrete." That's simply wrong. If you aim for a 50-50 mix of clay and sand, it will produce a
beautiful loose texture that will be a pleasure to work with for years to come. Skeptical? Pick up a few bags of
builder's sand and work in a 5-6 inch deep band of sand in a foot-wide strip across your garden rows. (It will seem
like too much sand) Then scatter some MycoMinerals and a little dry organic fertilizer on the sand strip and see how
those plants perform in comparison to the others in the garden.

Important - it will ruin the comparison if you apply any chemical fertilizer, especially liquids, to the strip. Fast-acting
synthetic fertilizers are harmful to soil biology. And while fluffed-up rototilled clay quickly reverts back to a hard
sticky consistency, note how the sand strip retains moisture and handles like good potting soil all season.

Make the investment in improving your soil and the growing gets much easier!
Cheers, my friends,

Don Chapman
President
BioOrganics, Inc.

April's Visitors

Val Romagnoli



" # by Pete Ray

The Tree Sale, our sole source of funds for Palma Sola and all our other activities for member enjoyment
and community service, is just a few days away. We have the hall completely booked with quality
vendors and we can, with your help, once again set new records for sales and attendance.

There are two areas of highest priority that need doing well ahead of the sale.

First, do everything in your power to publicize the event. We have sent Press Releases to dozens of
media outlets all over Southwest Florida, and post-card mailouts to a list of over a thousand names, but if
you have friends in any print or electronic media, a personal contact is always best. Get copies of our
flyer and post them everywhere you can on bulletin boards, at checkout stands, and anywhere else you
can think of. Get our window stickers and place them in your car window. Unfortunately, the stickers
don't show well if your vehicle has darkly tinted windows. Tell your friends and make announcements at
other clubs you belong to.

Second, select and prepare plants from your collection to donate to our club's sale booth. This is a most
important contributor to our sale's financial success. A ten dollar sale by a vendor adds two dollars to our
bottom line; a ten dollar sale from our own booth adds ten dollars. It's too late now to do propagations for
this year's sale, but please part with a nice potted specimen that you already have. Just before Sale Day,
look for plants that can be dug or cut and brought in, such as bananas, gingers, dragon fruit. Banana
pups in a plastic bag will almost always sell. Last year's profits from the Club booth were about $850.
Let's see if we can average $25 in sales from each of our 70 members - that would double last year's
result. Please do not bring sickly plants that would be an embarrassment to our club.

In the last week before the sale, placing the yard signs is of utmost importance. Since the text refers to
"this Sunday", they shouldn't go up before the afternoon of Sunday the 11th. These signs cost about $7
each, so please make sure they get back to us after the sale. They should be retrieved no later than
Tuesday the 20th. While some losses must be expected, let's try to make each sign serve for at least
four sale years.

On the Big Day, please come to the Civic Center early and plan to stay late. We need everybody for
this one day. Bring wheelbarrows, wagons, and carts ( be sure to put your name on them). At 6:30
AM we will start setting up and laying out the hall. We need to help our vendors unload and arrange their
areas. Thousands of plants must be offloaded, and our vendors really need and appreciate the help.
Remember, you came to help, not to cherry-pick the choicest plants ahead of the customers that we have
this sale for. When the doors open at 10 AM and the crowd rushes in, help is needed at the checkouts,
pulling tags, cashiering and helping with carry out. The back room crew needs help sorting tickets,
preparing deposits, and keeping the cashiers supplied with change. Our sale booth needs
knowledgeable people to help our customers. As the sale winds up, vendors again need help reloading
the small (we hope) amount of unsold merchandise.

Remember this is the big one for the whole year. If you have questions or particular offers of help, please
call me (776-0222) or Co-Chair Betty Kearns (723-9879)

April’'s Tasting Table

Donor Food Item Donated Donor Food Item Donated
Betty Kearns Mulberry Crisp Betty Kearns Pineapple Orange Juice
F. W. Baker Cole Slaw F. W. Baker Spring Navel

Suzi Hughes Pumpkin Bread (Cranberry/walnut)  Ray Jones Jaboticaba

Ray Jones Black Suriname Cherry Sandra Miller Lima Bean Soup

Ken Miller Guava Drink Dot Pon Kumquats

Dot Pon Chocolate Cake Mary Lohn Brownies

Ruth Kent Beef Taquitas Karin Yoblonski

Cass Robertson Coconut French Toast Pete Ray Mango-Atemoya Cobbler



Monday, May 12, 2008
6:30 p.m.

Monday May 12, 2008
7:00 p.m.

Sunday May 18, 2008
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Monday, June 9, 2008
6:30 p.m.

Monday June 9, 2008
7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, May 7, 2008
6:00 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.

Tuesday, May 13, 2008
6:30 p.m. To 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday May 14, through
Sunday May 18, 2008

Monday, May 26, 2008
9:00 a.m. To 1:00 p.m.

Wednesday, June 10, 2008.
6:30 p.m. To 7:30 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday,
July 12 & 13, 2008
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Wednesday, July 16, 2008
6:00 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.

MRFC Calendar

Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto.

Our regular monthly meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. Our
speaker for May is Lynda Lynch Larocca. Her subject will be "Fruits of
Brazil" and it promises to be excellent. Lynda did the translation into
English of the new book "Brazilian Fruits"..

Our Annual Plant & Tree Sale at the Manatee Civic C enter located
at the corner of US-41/301 and Haben Boulevard in P almetto

Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto.

Our regular monthly meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto.
Our speaker for June will be Har Mahdeem and he will speak on
"the Sapodilla and it's relatives".

Community Calendar

Landscape Makeover: The Plan. How to make your landscape work
for you! An overview of Florida-friendly landscape planning, landscape
conditions of the Manatee County area, landscape pitfalls, hardscape
tips, and water conservation design ideas. There is NO FEE for this
class. This class will be held at the Manatee County Extension office in
Palmetto. For more information, please call Elissa at (941) 722-4524.

Master Gardener Lecture Series at Palmetto Library . This
presentation is entitled, "Butterfly Gardening”. For more information,
please contact the Palmetto Library at (941) 722-3333. The
presentation is at the Palmetto Public Library, 923 6th Street West,
Palmetto, FL .

Florida Native Plant Society Annual Conference: There will be
seminars and field trips. A plant sale will be held Friday and Saturday
from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. The conference will be at the Manatee
Convention Center in Palmetto. Go to http://www.fnps.org/ and click on
conference.

Sarasota Succulent Society Open Garden & Plant Sale . The
Gardens are located at 1310 38th Street, Sarasota just Off Myrtle
Avenue. Call (941) 924-2703.

Master Gardener Lecture Series at Palmetto Library. This
presentation is entitled, "Florida Yards & Neighborhoods Recognition".
For more information, please contact Palmetto Library at (941) 722-
3333. Presentation is at the Palmetto Public Library, 923 6th St. West.

Mangomania - Tropical Fruit Festival — German American Social Club
- Pine Island Road (SR 780) Fort Myers — For information go to
www.mangomaniafl.com or call (239) 283-4842

Landscape Makeover: The Shrubs. Shrubs are the most versatile of
plants in the landscape, serving as accents, hedges, or single
specimens. ldentification and uses of common shrubs in Manatee
County landscape designs. There is NO FEE for this class. This class
will be held at the Manatee County Extension office in Palmetto. For
more information, please call Elissa at (941) 722-4524.



Palma Sola —Installing the Mulch
By Susan Hughes

Pete Ray
By Susan Hughes

Robert and Larry
By Susan Hughes

Pete Kearns
By Susan Hughes

Robert Hughes, Larry Rued and Pete Ray
By Susan Hughes

The Crew- Susan Hughes, Pete Kearns,
Pete Ray and Larry Rued
By Susan Hughes
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What is this month is almost everything... My passion fruit continue to bloom and set fruit at record pace.
| probably have 100 or more fruit in various stages of growth. When | was watering my potted plant |
noticed my new growth on my grumichama was not looking good. It looked shriveled up and the blooms
were dropping. | stuck the hose on it for a couple of minutes and was | rewarded. | came out yesterday
and the tree is cover in bloom. See the picture below.

My ‘Beaumont’ Macadamia tree is covered in bloom and we are looking forward to a good year from this
tree. It has been in the ground about three years now, and this is the first year it has been in full bloom. |
have a handful of fruits on one of my jaboticaba trees while the larger tree still has not bloomed. These
trees are about 6 feet tall and have been in the ground 4 years.

My mango trees have set their fruit. The ‘Rosigold’ has been a consistent bloomer since its second year
in the ground. | have two ‘Nam Doc Mai‘ trees and | did not get any bloom last year, but they have more
than made up for it this year. | had sprayed my guava plants with Organocide for a white fly problem and
| had some scale on my mangoes which | think this effected the bloom set on my ‘Nam Doc Mai‘ mango
trees. | still have a good amount of fruit on them, but | think the fruit pollination was effected.

My Strawberry/Cattley Guava tree is in full bloom and | have already gotten ripe fruit from it. | have earth
boxes with blueberries and they are full of flowers as well as fruit. My blackberries and raspberries are
blooming and I have fruit from both already.

That is it for this month and since | will be out of town for the May meeting | will not see you around the
tasting table..... but I will see everyone at our Annual Tree Sale...... Dale

Grumichama in Bloom

Grumichama in Bloom
By Dale Wallace

By Dale Wallace



y by Peter Ray

A few years ago, the experts reversed their field, shifting from ominous warnings about Global Cooling to
today's dire threats of the ocean lapping at our door due to Global Warming, probably as a result of euvil
mankind's evil activities (or maybe not).

Well, relief is just a sunspot away. If you're tired of waking up with night sweats caused by Global
Warming fears, take a look at hitp://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/story/0,25197,23583376-
7583,00.html.

This report, entitled Sorry to Ruin the Fun, But an Ice Age Cometh, informs us that all four agencies that
track the earth's temperature agree that it fell by about 0.7 degree Celsius in 2007. This is the fastest
change in the instrumental record, taking us back to where we were in 1930.

Of course, leaping to conclusions on the basis of a single year's data is skating on thin ice, so to speak,
though there is abundant evidence that 2007 was indeed a pretty cold year. What is supposed to make
us nervous, this article says, is the correspondence between the 2007 results and conditions on the sun.

"The sunspot number follows a cycle of somewhat variable length, averaging 11 years. The most recent
minimum was in March last year. The new cycle, No. 24, was supposed to start soon after that, with a
gradual build-up in sunspot numbers.

It didn't happen. The first sunspot appeared in January this year and lasted only two days. A tiny spot
appeared last Monday but vanished within 24 hours. Another little spot appeared this Monday. Pray that
there will be many more, and soon.

The reason this matters is that there is a close correlation between variations in the sunspot cycle and
Earth's climate. The previous time a cycle was delayed like this was in the Dalton Minimum, an especially
cold period that lasted several decades from 1790.

Northern winters became ferocious: in particular, the rout of Napoleon's Grand Army during the retreat
from Moscow in 1812 was at least partly due to the lack of sunspots.”

For the last several million years, the normal condition of North America and Europe has been a covering
of about one mile of ice. This chill-out is interrupted very infrequently by warmer interglacial periods,
typically lasting less than 10,000 years. The current interglacial, the Holocene, has been going on for
11,000 years. Oh, and in case you think you'll get lucky and not live to see such long-term changes,
we're told that the change from our current balmy conditions to glaciation requires only a cooling of about
12 degrees C and can happen in less than 20 years.

Feel better now?

April's Plant Raffle

Donor Plant Winner

Pete & Cass Robertson Crinum Lily Sandy Engel
Birgitte Runge-Goings Pineapple ?

Ray Jones Habenero Pepper Cely Doriot

D & D Growers Basil (2) Spencer Salsar
D & D Growers Peppers Walt Yoblonski
D & D Growers Peppers Cely Doriot

D & D Growers Peppers Dale Wallace
D & D Growers Verbena ?

D & D Growers Oregano ?

Steve Lohn Lemons (2) Suzi Hughes
Don Pon Pummelo Spencer Salsar

Dale Wallace Pink Guava Dan LaVelley



Board & Committee Chair 2008

President Pete Kearns (941-723-9879) email:

Vice President Scott Petersen (727-345-4208) email: skp4208@aol.com

Secretary Larry Rued (941-722-9550) email: presby1368z@yahoo.com

Treasurer Pete Robertson (941-779-0425) email: resOalzi@verizon.net

Speaker Chairman Ray Jones (941-729-5985) email: raycat2@verizon.net

Tree Sale Chairman Betty Kearns (941-723-9879) BKearns644@aol.com & Pete Ray (941-776-0222) pray0222@verizon.net
Plant Raffle Spencer Salser (813-634-8253) email: palm.man@verizon.net

Membership Larry Rued (941-722-9550) email: presby1368z@yahoo.com

Tasting Table Mike McCallister email: mikey2810 2000@yahoo.com (941-720-2288) and Farrell Baker

T-Shirt Sales Sandy Engel (914-776-2195) email: KENGEL4@tampabay.rr.com

Palma Sola Chairman Mike Jaster (941-794-3647) email:

Newsletter Dale Wallace (941-756-2276) email: dwallace@ewol.com
. th .
MRFC April 14 ™ 2008 Meeting
Called to Order: President Pete Kearns opened the  meeting.
Secretary Report: Minutes from last meeting were accepted as printed
Treasurer report: Treasurer reported a balance of  $5,789.14 on March 31, 2008.

OLD BUSINESS:

Pete Kearns announced that Mike Jaster will be the Chair of the Palma Sola Project.

Treasurer reported 65 members have paid their 2008 dues.

Betty Kearns and Pete Ray reported on the Tree Sale.

NEW BUSINESS:

A motion to cutoff newsletters after two months to those who have not renewed their membership was approved.
Mike Jaster announced the Palma Sola Botanical Park is having its fundraiser dinner on April 27.

SPEAKERS & ADJOURNMENT :

Meeting was adjourned and our guest speaker, Wayne Clifton gave a presentation on grafting trees.

The Internet Adventure:
The Clubs web site: http://www.mrfc.org/

BioOrganics - Organic Gardening Products and Inform  ation : http://www.bio-organics.com

Arbico Organics - Organic Gardening Products  : http://www.arbico-organics.com

MANATEE COUNTY CHAPTER OF RFCI STATED OBJECT OF ORG ANIZATION:

To be an active, non-profit organization dedicated to the following objectives:

To introduce, propagate, and distribute the many rare tropical and sub-tropical fruits grown throughout the world; to educate its members and
the public as to the merits of these plants; to encourage and extend their cultivation.

The Manatee Rare Fruit Council meets the second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m., usually at the Harlee Auditorium in the Manatee
County Fairgrounds next to the Agricultural Extension Office on 17th Street, Palmetto. Most months feature a knowledgeable speaker.
Visitors and guests are welcome and encouraged. Membership is $15 annually per family



First Class Malil

Manatee County Chapter
P.O. Box 1656
Bradenton, FL 34206-1656

Donna & Dennis Gretton

Commercial All Purpose

Colloidal Cleaner Herbs, Butterfly Plants,

Safe for you... safe for your plants Perennials, Ornamentals, Grasses
$15/Quart $35/Gallon
941-966-4377 crux@comcast.net P.O. Box 951 813-716-5038
Debra Sims Nokomis Lithia, FL 33547 E-Mail danddg@att.net

Jon Goings has more “Fruitilizer”.... Please call J on at 723-9795 to arrange pick-up. This
is just in time for your spring “Fruitilizing”.... Du e price increase it is now $ 15 per bag to
members. Remember members will not be able to pick  -up fertilizer at tree sale until after
the tree sale and it will cost $ 20 per bag if purc  hased at the sale....

The ‘Tree Sale’ is Sunday May 18" be sure to sign up to help at this month’s meeting or call
Betty at 723-9879 if you will not be able to make our May Meeting. We have the Yard Signs to

be put out the week before the sale. We will also have the flyers for you to hand out or leave a
stack somewhere.




