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Sometimes, you plant a tree and realize, much later, that you've got something really big that you don't 
want.  But isn't it a shame to destroy a massive root system that took years to grow? 
 

           
 
The picture on the left is a mulberry tree of an old variety that I found near an avocado grove I owned in 
Dade County in the 1970s.  The fruit was tasty, but small and not very interesting.  It was grown from a 
cutting.  I had decided long ago to eliminate it, but it just came back as a big bush after being cut to the 
ground.  I cut off all but a few of its multiple trunks and grafted it to the green mulberry, a new and 
superior cultivar.  Next step: cut off the trunk above the grafts,.  Now there will be a battle for a while to let 
the grafts grow (and protect the tender growth from wind and cold) while preventing the rootstock from 
coming back.  With the massive root system pushing, the grafts should quickly develop into a large green 
mulberry tree. 
 
The picture on the right is a rough lemon, heavily laden with fruit.  If you've ever gnashed your teeth about 
paying close to a buck for a lemon or lime when they're out of season, you know it's a good thing to have 
lots of lemons to squeeze and freeze in ice cube trays.  Rough lemon was once popular as a citrus 
rootstock because it produced abundance of fruit, but of poor quality.  I bought this tree as a tangerine 
before I knew anything about rootstocks, and predictably, it produced really poor fruit.  I cut away the 
tangerine and allowed the lemon root to grow back.  While very seedy, the juice has more lemony taste 
and aroma than any lemon I know.  Lots of lemonade there. 
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I wanted to share these two pictures with you. This is the first flowers I have ever seen on my 
red Kasturi tree from Borneo. This one is supposed to have red fruits. I took these pictures a few 
hours ago.  
 
Do you know much about this tree? From the limited information I can find on the internet, it 
flowers during a pronounced dry period in its native habitat. That being said, it is also more 
hardy than M. Indica, and nearly extinct in the wild. 
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I still have a few fruiting trees this time of year other than my citrus.  My passion fruit love this 
time of year.  They are loaded with flowers and fruit.  My “Red Lady” is blooming and has very 
large fruit on them.  I still have several pineapple fruits growing and a few of them are “Kona 
Sugarloaf” pineapples.  They are white fleshed and very sweet. 
 
I have a fairly large soursop tree and it is in bloom and has fruit for the first time.  In June I tied a 
rope around the trunk and told it that it had this summer to produce or this winter it would be cut 
down to make room for another atemoya tree.  Well it shaped up and you can see the pictures at 
the bottom of page five. We will see if the fruit has time to ripen, but at least it is producing.  Well 
that’s it for this month… See ya at the meeting. 
 
+��,

�����-�
����,������.��������/���

���,� '��#�������# �,+��,

�����-�
����,������.��������/���

���,� '��#�������# �,+��,

�����-�
����,������.��������/���

���,� '��#�������# �,+��,

�����-�
����,������.��������/���

���,� '��#�������# �,� �����
��"����.������,�"���� ����
���
��"����.������,�"���� ����
���
��"����.������,�"���� ����
���
��"����.������,�"���� ����
�
�������

��,

��'��#���0�.�������

��,

��'��#���0�.�������

��,

��'��#���0�.�������

��,

��'��#���0�.% %%%����,

��������������#����"�����'�,

��������������#����"�����'�,

��������������#����"�����'�,

��������������#����"�����'���������&� ��������&���������&���������&��1����&����
"��'�(��1����&����
"��'�(��1����&����
"��'�(��1����&����
"��'�(�
!�

���'� ��� )
�!�

���'� ��� )
�!�

���'� ��� )
�!�

���'� ��� )
�� *��#�2� -������ �
������ ��� ��� 345� *��#�2� -������ �
������ ��� ��� 345� *��#�2� -������ �
������ ��� ��� 345� *��#�2� -������ �
������ ��� ��� 345� �����35�� 
�� ��������35�� 
�� ��������35�� 
�� ��������35�� 
�� ������
#"������4�6����7
�0��� �
���-��/��
�����������������'0�
���-��/��
�����������������'0�
���-��/��
�����������������'0�
���-��/��
�����������������'0� ���
 

������������	�
 

Hello all Manatee Rare Fruit Club Members: 
 
We are at the time of the year when it’s time to nominate and elect new officers for the 2010 
year.  Our present slate of officers has served for two years or more and is ready to pass the 
torch so to speak.  If you are interested in serving please let one of the existing officers know you 
are interested.  There is a nominating committee trying to fill in these positions.  Time seems to 
fly this time of year and it will be 2010 before you know it, so please seriously consider what your 
talents are and volunteer for a position. 
 
Next month we will have our Christmas Party and we will be passing around the sign up sheet 
for the party.  The last two or three years have been very busy and productive for our club.  I 
know 2010 will be a great year, so sign up to help and send out 2009 with a bang.  We thank 
everyone for all their help in 2009 and here is to a fantastic 2010. 
 
As always your input is still requested… This newsletter, just like the club, is at its best when all 
the members get involved.  If you have suggestions or have found a gardening product, web site, 
etc., that you think will be of interest to other Club Members, or know of an appropriate 
community event, please feel free to contact me for its inclusion in the newsletter. Please have 
all information to me no later than the 20th of the preceding month. The best way to reach me is 
through my email at dwallace59@verizon.net, but I can also be reached at 756-2276. 
 

September’s Tasting Table 
 

Donor  Food Item Donated  Donor  Food Item Donated  
 

Betty Kearns Pumpkin Squares Betty Kearns Lemonade 
Sally Lee Fried Rice Mary Lohn Pineapple 
Scott Petersen Watermelon Scott Petersen Sugar Cane & Key Limes
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Beginning with temperature, between 55 and 40 degrees bananas stop growing. When the temperature 
drops further, around freezing, the leaves and the pseudostem begin to die down to the corm. As long as 
the ground doesn’t freeze, which never happens in Florida, the banana plant will survive and begin 
growing back.  Unfortunately, at this point the banana is starting over. Growth time is long, averaging 
about 18 months depending on the temperature. In the tropics grow time can be as short as 6 months 
from pup to fruit. 
  
Wind can cause havoc with both the leaves and the pseudostem. Some bananas will take more leaf 
tearing than others before they lose their ability to collect energy from the sun. Winds of 25 mph can pull 
the plant out of the ground, as the corm and roots are very shallow. 
 
Bananas produce best in full sun; they will tolerate shade, but will produce smaller and less fruit if any at 
all. Some bananas do better than others in drought condition. They need good drainage and should 
receive water 2 to 3 times a week   
 
Pests that attack bananas are Nematodes, Aphids, Beetles, Caterpillars, Fruit Flies, Leafhoppers, 
Mealybugs, Mites, Scales, Trips, Whiteflies, Grasshoppers, and others. 
 
Pathogens (fungi) that attack bananas:  
Black Sigatoka (black leaf streak), Mycosphaerella Fijiensis 
Yellow Sigatoka (yellow leaf streak), Mycosphaerella Musicola 
Panama Disease (root & rhizome rot, yellow leaves, plant wilting and plant death) Fusarium Oxysporum  
Pythium Root Rot (root rot/ stem rot) Marasmielus Inorderma.  
 
Like most Tropical fruit grown away from their native home, there are many challenges worth the end 
produce.    
 
Now, bananas come in several sizes, shapes and flavors. The Ice Cream banana is considered one of 
the best tasting. The ‘Gros Michel’, also known as ‘Bluefields a commercial variety is now gone from the 
super market, a victim of Panama Disease. It was an excellent tasting banana which, some of you may 
be to young to have tasted or at least appreciated it. It was replaced by the first of many Cavendish 
subgroups.  
 
Although there are numerous difficulties in growing bananas, the rewards more than make-up for them. 
Starting with the amazing satisfaction you get when you see the first Bloom Head, which put out flowers 
that grow into first, tiny banana’s and then fill-out becoming (in most cases) tasty yellow prizes. As you 
check them daily waiting for them to ripen to perfection, hoping the weather holds up until you can pick 
them and then, tasting the sweetest, most delicious thing you’ve ever. At this point you must be 
wondering what you ever saw in those yellow things you found in the grocery store.   
 
 

The Internet Adventure: 
 
The Clubs web site: http://www.mrfc.org/ 
 
Manatee County Extension Office: http://manatee.ifas.ufl.edu 
 
Dave’s Garden Tropical Fruit Forum: http://davesgarden.com/community/forums/f/tropicalfruit/  
 
Garden Web Citrus Forum:  http://forums.gardenweb.com/forums/citrus/  
 
Garden Web Tropical Forum:  http://forums.gardenweb.com/forums/tropicalfruits/  
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New Type of Atemoya 
By Roberta Harris 

 

 
 

Papaya Fields 
By Steve Lohn 

 

 
 

Palma Sola Botanical Park Work Day 
By Pete Ray 

 

 
 

TREC is doing research to find a good tasting variety 
of a Velvet Apple.  By Roberta Harris 

 

 
 

Canistel 
By Roberta Harris 

 

 
 

Treasurer Pete Roberson at the Work Day 
By Pete Ray 
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Red Kasturi Tree Bloom  
By Brian Burrows 

 
 

 
 
 

Banana Bloom 
By Steve Lohn 

 

 
 

Soursop Bloom 
By Dale Wallace 

 

 
 

Red Kasturi Tree Bloom  
By Brian Burrows 

 

 
 

Trunk of My Soursop  
By Dale Wallace 

 

 
 

Soursop Fruit 
By Dale Wallace 



MRFC Calendar 
Monday, November 9, 2009. 
6:30 p.m. 

Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. 

Monday, November 9, 2009. 
7:00 p.m. 

Our regular monthly meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. Our 
speaker for November will be our own Ray Jones. 

Monday, December 14, 
2009. 6:30 p.m. Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. 

Monday, December 14, 
2009. 7:00 p.m. Our annual Christmas Party at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto.  

 

Community Calendar 

Saturday, November 7 & 14, 
2009 
10:00 a.m. To 1:00 p.m. 

Walk in Monica Brandies Garden: Come visit with Monica Brandies noted 
author and speaker.  Autographed books for sale, plants & Free cuttings. 
Come join the in the friendship & fun.  At 1508 Burning Tree Lane, Brandon. 
Call (813) 654-1969. Visit her web site : http://www.gardensflorida.com/  

Sunday, November 8, 2009 
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

Master Gardener Plant Walk @ DeSoto National Memori al: Stroll 
through DeSoto National Memorial with a Master Gardener to learn more 
about Florida's native plants and inhabitants of a coastal habitat.  
Discover a world of wild flowers, leaves, seeds, and trees as you take a 
leisurely walk through this coastal property.  For more information, 
please contact the Master Gardeners on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, or 
Friday at (941) 722-4524. This event is FREE.  

Thursday, November 12, 
2009  
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

Bucket Brigade - Container Gardening: Learn about container 
gardening and actually assemble a bucket to use for your gardening 
needs.  Bring two 5-gallon buckets with you to the class. This class is 
FREE and will take place at the Manatee County Extension office in 
Palmetto.  Limited space available.  DUE TO SAFETY CONCERNS, WE 
CANNOT EXTEND CLASS SIZE, SO PLEASE REGISTER. For more 
information, please call Linda at (941) 722-4524. 

Thursday, November 12, 
2009  
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Home Composting Workshop:  Learn how to turn your kitchen scraps and 
yard waste into useful soil amendments.  Participants will learn Florida-
Friendly Landscaping concepts and details about how to set up a home 
compost bin.  Leave with a compost bin to start creating your own compost.   
The fee for the combined workshop is $15.00.  This class will be held at the 
Manatee County Extension office in Palmetto. For more information, please 
call Linda at (941) 722-4524 ext. 265.  Or, you can register online. 

November 14, 2009 
10:00 a.m. To 1:00 p.m. 

Master Gardener Plant Walk @ Robinson Preserve:  Stroll through 
DeSoto National Memorial with a Master Gardener to learn more about 
Florida's native plants and inhabitants of a coastal habitat.  Discover a world 
of wild flowers, leaves, seeds, and trees as you take a leisurely walk through 
this coastal property.  For more information, please contact the Master 
Gardeners on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, or Friday at (941) 722-4524. 
This event is FREE.  Call to register or register online. 

Friday, November 20 
Saturday, November 21 & 
Sunday, November 22, 2009 
9:00 a.m. To 5:00 p.m. 

Fairchild Gardens 69th Annual Ramble. South Florida's most loved 
garden party, the Ramble has everything from exotic plants to antiques, 
farmer's market place, kids activities, music, food and more...The ramble is 
at 10901 Old Cutler Road Coral Gables, FL 33156.  For information call 
(305) 667-1651 
http://www.fairchildgarden.org/Events/?date=2009-11&eventid=356  



Board & Committee Chair 2008 
President Pete Kearns (941-723-9879)  email:  

Vice President Scott Petersen (727-345-4208)   email: skp4208@aol.com  

Secretary Larry Rued (941-722-9550)   email: presby1368z@yahoo.com  

Treasurer Pete Robertson (941-779-0425) email: res0alzi@verizon.net  

Speaker Chairman Ray Jones (941-729-5985)   email: raycat2@verizon.net  

Tree Sale Chairman Betty Kearns (941-723-9879)  BKearns644@aol.com & Pete Ray (941-776-0222) pray0222@verizon.net  

Plant Raffle Spencer Salser (813-634-8253)   email: palm.man@verizon.net  

Membership Larry Rued (941-722-9550)   email: presby1368z@yahoo.com  

Tasting Table Mike McCallister   email: mikey2810_2000@yahoo.com  (941-720-2288) and Farrell Baker 

T-Shirt Sales Sandy Engel (914-776-2195)   email: KENGEL4@tampabay.rr.com  

Newsletter Dale Wallace (941-756-2276)   email: dwallace59@verizon.net  

 

MRFC October 12 th 2009 Meeting Minutes 
 

Called to Order:  President Pete Kearns opened the meeting. 
Treasurer report:   Treasurer reported a balance of  $16,286.00 on September 30, 2009 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  

 

None 
 

NEW BUSINESS:   
 

Pete Kearns reported the Nominating Committee for 2010 officers has been selected.  
The Nominating Committee is Ray Jones, Pete Ray, and Jon Goings.  Anyone who is 
interested in serving as an officer in 2010 should contact one of these individuals. 
 
 
 

SPEAKERS & ADJOURNMENT :  
 
Meeting was adjourned and our speaker, Cary Cloud from Olive Tree Growers gave a 
presentation on growing olive trees in Florida. 
 

 
 

October’s Plant Raffle 
 

Donor  Plant   Winner  
 

Pete Robertson Rosemary   ? 
Pete Robertson Jelly Palm Seeds   ? 
Pete Robertson Moringa Seeds   ? 
Pete Kearns Starfruit   ? 
Betty Kearns Jackfruit Jam   ? 
Ray Jones Noni   ? 
Ray Jones Ylang Ylang   ? 
Roberta Harris Jackfruit Mark Best 
Sally Lee Longan Seedling Ron Berezniak 
Sally Lee Kongan Seedling  



First Class Mail 

 
 
Manatee County Chapter 
P.O. Box 1656 
Bradenton, FL 34206-1656 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MANATEE COUNTY CHAPTER OF RFCI STATED OBJECT OF ORG ANIZATION: 
 

To be an active, non-profit organization dedicated to the following objectives: 
 

To introduce, propagate, and distribute the many rare tropical and sub-tropical fruits grown throughout the world; 
to educate its members and the public as to the merits of these plants; to encourage and extend their cultivation. 
 

The Manatee Rare Fruit Council meets the second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m., usually at the Harlee 
Auditorium in the Manatee County Fairgrounds next to the Agricultural Extension Office on 17th Street, Palmetto. 
Most months feature a knowledgeable speaker. Visitors and guests are welcome and encouraged. Membership 
is $24 annually per family. 

 
It is time for your fall fertilization….   Call Fer tilizer chairman, Al Semago.  ….   Please call 
Al at (941) 725-3273 to arrange pick-up for some of  our “Fruitilizer”....  
 

Please remember to sign up to 
help next month with our Annual 
Spectacular Christmas Party…. 
 


