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The Tree Sale is over for another year, and once again, our gross sales have set a new record.  On May 16th, we 
had gross sales in excess of $67,000, handily topping last year's record sales of $55,000.  This is good news, not 
only for our club, but for the community.  The primary beneficiary of our sale profits is the development and 
perpetual maintenance of our Fruit Tree Exhibit at Palma Sola Botanical Park.  We are on track to becoming the 
prime display of fruiting plants and trees in Southwest Florida. 
 
These results don't just happen.  We owe our success not only to the selfless input from our members, but to many 
others who have helped to push us to new heights.  It wouldn't be possible to name everyone who has generously 
helped to make our event the success it is, but some outstanding contributors to publicizing the Sale have been: 
 
Florida Gardening Magazine.  They did a great article on our club and our sale in the April/May issue, and donated 
250 extra copies of the magazine.  These were placed by our members in medical waiting rooms throughout 
Southwest Florida. 
 
Marquee Sign messages:  Owners of marquee signs on major thoroughfares who posted notices before the sale: 
 
First Manatee Bank, Cortez Branch 
 
Just For Girls, Parrish 
 
Shake Pit, Bradenton 
 
Courtesy Cleaners, Bradenton 
 
Manatee Memorial Thrift Shop, Bradenton 
 
Sign Locations; Our friends, too numerous to name, who allowed us to place our Tree Sale signs on their residential 
and business locations. 
 
DeVito Tires:  Allowed us to place out large sandwich board sign on US 301 in front of their place. 
 
Help with the Sale itself came from: 
 
SunTrust, Ellenton Branch.  Permitted us to place signs, provided cashier help through the morning rush, placed ad 
material in lobby, and helped with large deposits. 
 
Sweetbay Supermarkets.  Provided loan of shopping carts to help customers carry their purchases. 
 
Future Farmers of America, Lincoln Middle School and Palmetto High School.  These young men and women 
worked tirelessly throughout the day to speed the checkout process.  For the first time ever, we did not have long 
waits to check out.  The Sale would not have been the same without these people.  We look forward to a continuing 
relationship with them in which we benefit from their youthful energy and they benefit from the experience of our 
older members. 
 
Media coverage.  We appreciate every mention given us by online, print, and electronic media.  We don't think it's 
boasting, however, to say that our event now really is news. 
 
And finally, thank you to our loyal customers for their continuing interest in the glorious array of fruits that can be 
enjoyed in our unique climate.  
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Hello all Manatee Rare Fruit Club Members: 
 

Congratulations to Betty and Pete for another record breaking sale (See Pete’s front page article for 
details).  Again thanks to all the people who helped and especially thanks to the co-chairs for the “Tree 
Sale” Betty Kearns and Pete Ray.  They have co chaired the last few years and every year is a record!!  It 
keeps getting better and better and runs smoother each year.  From the photos I have seen it looks like 
we had a great crowd waiting to get in again.  We did not have the lines at the check outs …great job 
everyone. 
 

We had great attendance this year, even through the lunch time and late afternoon.  Betty had to 
announce closing in 10 minutes and people were still picking out plants.  We share booth space with 
fellow club members Roberta & Steve Harris and they sold ALL the plants they brought.  We sold 225 of 
the 314 plants we brought.  That is almost 72%....  As I walked around and looked at the various other 
vendors and the plants they had left over I think similar percentages would hold true for them. 
 

I want to personally thank the volunteers who help us (vendors) unload our trucks and trailers in the 
morning and also those volunteers who stayed after and help us reload.  This is a long day for everyone 
and your help is greatly appreciated. 
 

As always your input is still requested… This newsletter, just like the club, is at its best when all the 
members get involved.  If you have suggestions or have found a gardening product, web site, etc., that 
you think will be of interest to other Club Members, or know of an appropriate community event, please 
feel free to contact me for its inclusion in the newsletter. Please have all information to me no later than 
the 20th of the preceding month. The best way to reach me is through my email at 
dwallace59@verizon.net, but I can also be reached at 756-2276. 
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After the rough winter we've just endured, many of us can see the need to have a few temperate zone 
trees, hopefully survivors of the icy blasts.  Figs are an outstanding candidate, but only if you can keep 
them from being destroyed by nematodes, to which they are notoriously susceptible in our climate.  
 

A while back, I saw a product, based on sesame oil that claimed to control nematodes.  In a fifty pound 
bag, it consisted of shredded newspaper infused with sesame oil, to be spread on the ground under 
plants.  The bag was about 95% shredded paper and 5% sesame oil, and sold for about fifty bucks.  The 
cheapskate in me rebelled at that, so I was off to the Internet.  I found that for less than the price of a bag 
of this stuff, I could buy a gallon of food grade sesame oil.  I got this and mixed it with water and 
detergent - 2 ounces per gallon of the oil, and a good squirt of detergent from the kitchen sink.  I 
drenched my fig trees with one to two gallons of this stuff, repeating every two or three weeks.  Now the 
trees are producing abundant lush spring growth, prettier than I've seen in the past. 
 

So now, I've got enough sesame oil to make 64 gallons of this concoction.  But meanwhile, food grade 
sesame oil is nice to have in the kitchen.  There are plenty of recipes on the Internet, it makes a great 
salad dressing, and by the way, it has anti-cancer properties. 
 

May’s Plant Raffle 
 

Donor  Plant   Winner  
 

Anthony Pipino Roma Tomato (3)   ? 
Anthony Pipino Moringa   ? 
Dottie Pon Papaya Seedling   ? 
Warner Elliot Nursery Pots (5)   ? 
Suriname Cherry Steve Lohn   ? 
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The MRFC Tree Sale was a Spectacular Success this year! I want to say a Big ‘Thank You’ to all 
the many people that contributed their time and efforts in Oh! So Many Ways for the Tree Sale. 
You All did a great job!! 
 
I especially want everyone to recognize the months of planning work that is necessary towards 
the coordination of such a successful and smooth running event as MRFC’s annual Tree Sale. 
MRFC members’ and Co-Chairs’, Betty Kearns and Pete Ray, have truly given of themselves 
each year (for many years) in making sure all the important details, big or small, are covered and 
meshed into what is a very unique, professional and educational Rare Fruit Tree Sale. 
 
An enormous ‘Thank You’ to both Betty and Pete for All their time, efforts and expertise. 
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Jimmy Lee is well known in the rare fruit community, some of you have had the good fortune to have 
seen Sally’s and his farm. In the summer time they have an array of fruit not normally seen this far north 
(Thonotosassa near Tampa). When we have these unusually cold winters he suffers more than those of 
you further south, myself included. This winter Jimmy faced temperatures in the low 20’s, and yet I 
believe, that because of his skills with tropical plants his place will again return to that dense flush of trees 
loaded with a large array of delicious fruit not normally grown in Florida. Among these trees are mango, 
avocado and lychee. His rainforest went from a lush green to wilted brown leaves everywhere. See page 
5 for photos of Jimmy’s place.   
 
 
 

May’s Tasting Table 
 

Donor  Food Item Donated  Donor  Food Item Donated  
 

Valrie Massey  Mango/Key Lime Pie Dorothy Pon Calamondin-Pineapple Preserve  
Sally Lee Cheese & Chips Mary Lohn Fresh Pineapple 
Roberta Harris Lemon Cake Betty Kearns Éclair Cake 
Betty Kearns Blueberry Drink Arlene Barrett Key Lime Pie 
Ted Kapantais Jaboticaba Gloria Kapantais Lemonade 
Sandy Engel Orange/Pomegranate Juice Dolly Longley Tropical Bread Pudding 
Cass Robertson Herbed Water 
 
 
 
 
 

The Internet Adventure: 
 

The Clubs web site: http://www.mrfc.org/   Updated weekly thanks to Pete Ray… 
 
Manatee County Extension Office: http://manatee.ifas.ufl.edu 
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The Calm Before the Storm 
By Steve Lohn 

 

 
 

Plants..Plants and more Plants 
By Pete Ray 

 

 
 

The Fertilizer Crew and Our New Sign 
By Steve Lohn 

 
 

The Waiting Crowds 
By Steve Lohn 

 

 
 

Ready to Buy 
By Steve Lohn 

 

 
 

Check Out Area 
By Steve Lohn 
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Lychee Tree 
By Steve Lohn 

 

 
 

Longan Tree 
By Steve Lohn 

 

 
 

Longan Trees line driveway. The tall tree is a Hickory 
by Steve Lohn 

 

 
 

Longan Tree in back. Pecan & Carambola in Front 
By Steve Lohn  

 



 

MRFC Calendar 
Monday, June 14, 2010.  
6:30 p.m. 

Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. 

Monday June 14, 2010.  
7:00 p.m. 

Our regular monthly meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. Our 
speaker for May will be TBA. 

Monday, July 12, 2010.  
6:30 p.m. Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. 

Monday July 12, 2010.   
7:00 p.m. 

Our regular monthly meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. Our 
speaker for May will be TBA. 

 

Community Calendar 
Friday & Saturday,  
June 4 & 5, 2010 
Fri. 9:00 a.m. to 9:00.p.m. 
Sat. 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

17th Annual Wellborn Blueberry Festival : Annual festival celebrating 
the blueberry harvest - arts & crafts, bake-off, entertainment & more. The 
Festival is held at Andrews Square in Downtown Wellborn. Call (386) 
963-1157 or visit http://wellborncommunityassociation.com.  

Saturday, June 19, 2010 
10:00 a.m. To 12:00 p.m. 
 
 

Gardening with Herbs : Whether you want to try container gardening or 
spreading herbs throughout your landscape, we will provide many 
options. Cuttings and potted samples will be on display to wake up your 
senses. Presented by Lisa Hickey, Environmental Horticulture Extension 
Agent.  This class is FREE and will take place at Manatee Extension 
office at 1303 17th Street West, Palmetto, FL 34221. For more 
information call the Master Gardener Desk at (941) 722-4524 ext. 224 or 
visit http://manatee.ifas.ufl.edu/calendar.shtml.  

Saturday, June 23, 2010 
9:30 a.m. To 11:30 a.m. 
 

Bucket Brigade :  Learn about container gardening and how to 
assemble a bucket to use for your gardening needs. Bring two 5 gallon 
buckets with you.  Classes will be held in the HLC Building on the 
Fairgrounds at the Manatee County Extension Office located at 1303 
17th Street West, Palmetto, FL 34221. Presented by Ervin Shannon, 
Vegetable Program Assistant. This class is FREE and will take place 
from 9 - 11:30am.  Call Linda at (941) 722-4524 ext. 265 to register or 
visit http://manatee.ifas.ufl.edu/calendar.shtml. 

Saturday, June 29, 2010 
9:30 a.m. To 11:30 a.m. 
 

The Low -Down on Lawn Irrigation:   An introduction to lawn and 
landscape watering systems including sprinkler types and best uses, 
setting timers and adjustments. Tips for improving efficiency and 
lowering your water bill, plus an intro to micro-irrigation are also 
discussed.  All are welcome.  Presented by Jack Tichenor, Extension 
Agent. This class is FREE and will take place at the Manatee County 
Extension Office located at 1303 17th Street West, Palmetto, FL 34221. 
To register, click here or call Cheryl at (941) 722-4524 ext. 262 or visit 
http://manatee.ifas.ufl.edu/calendar.shtml. 
Please Note:  This class satisfies the Irrigation portion of the Manatee 
County Water Conservation Rebate Program. 

Saturday & Sunday,  
July 10 & 11, 2010 
Sat. 10:00 a.m. to 7:00.p.m. 
Sun. 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Mangomania - Tropical Fruit Festival – German American Social Club 
2101 Pine Island Road, Cape Coral, FL 33910.  For information go to 
www.mangomaniafl.com  or call (239) 283-4842 



Board & Committee Chair 2008 
President  Valrie Massey (941-224-0071) email: vmphoto@earthlink.net 

Vice President  James Lee (813-982-9359)   email: 

Secretary  Mike Jaster (941- 794-3647)   email:  

Treasurer  Larry Rued (941-722-9550)   email: presby1368z@yahoo.com 

Speaker Chairman  James Lee (813-982-9359) and Scott Petersen (727-345-4208)   email: skp4208@aol.com  

Tree Sale Chairman  Betty Kearns (941-723-9879)  BKearns644@aol.com & Pete Ray (941-776-0222) pray0222@verizon.net  

Plant Raffle  Spencer Salser (813-634-8253)   email: palm.man@verizon.net  

Web Master  Brian Burrows (941-465-8218)   email: brianb@digitalrains.com  

Membership  Larry Rued (941-722-9550)   email: presby1368z@yahoo.com  

Tasting Table  Mike McCallister  (941-720-2288)  email: mikey2810_2000@yahoo.com  and Farrell Baker 

T-Shirt Sales  Sandy Engel (914-776-2195)   email: kengel43@verizon.net  

Hospitality Chairman  Sandy Engel (914-776-2195)   email: kengel43@verizon.net  

Newsletter  Dale Wallace (941-756-2276)   email: dwallace59@verizon.net  

 

MRFC March 8, 2010 Meeting Minutes 
 
Called to Order:  President Valrie Massey opened th e meeting at 7:08 p.m. 
Treasurer report:   Treasurer's report by Larry Rue d - accepted as read. 
 

OLD BUSINESS:  
 

Peter Ray recapped preparations for the upcoming Tree Sale. 
A. Set-up Sunday @ 7 a. m. 
B. Need plants for the club Booth. 

 
NEW BUSINESS:   

 

1. Newsletter archives on the web site need 12-15 hours of additional work. Motion to 
proceed made and approved. 

2. Discussion of the Scholarship - To be finalized in June. 
3. Possible June "Thank You" Picnic at Palma Sola Botanical Park. 
4. Proposal to amend By-laws - by Larry Rued. 

 
 

Current - "Article III Section 6.   The Executive Board may authorize an expenditure of 
$100 or less.  For expenditures of more than $100 a motion must be passed by a 
majority of the general assembly." 
 
Amend this section as follows:   "The Executive Board may authorize an expenditure 
of $500 or less.  For expenditures of more than $500, a motion must be passed by a 
majority of the general assembly." 
 
 

SPEAKERS & ADJOURNMENT :  
 

Meeting adjourned @ 7:50 P.M. 
 
Presentation on Plants for South Florida by Billy Hopkins of Hopkins Nursery.    
 



 

First Class Mail 

 
 
Manatee County Chapter 
P.O. Box 1656 
Bradenton, FL 34206-1656 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MANATEE COUNTY CHAPTER OF RFCI STATED OBJECT OF ORG ANIZATION: 
 

To be an active, non-profit organization dedicated to the following objectives: 
 

To introduce, propagate, and distribute the many rare tropical and sub-tropical fruits grown throughout the world; 
to educate its members and the public as to the merits of these plants; to encourage and extend their cultivation. 
 

The Manatee Rare Fruit Council meets the second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m., usually at the Harlee 
Auditorium in the Manatee County Fairgrounds next to the Agricultural Extension Office on 17th Street, Palmetto. 
Most months feature a knowledgeable speaker. Visitors and guests are welcome and encouraged. Membership 
is $24 annually per family. 

 
Get ready for you spring fertilization….   Call Fer tilizer chairman, Al Semago.  ….   Please 
call Al at (941) 725-3273 to arrange pick-up for so me of our “Fruitilizer”....  
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Sunday June 27, 2010 at noon at Palma Sola Botanica l Park.  
 

A "Thank You" for all the hard work at the tree sal e. The club will provide burgers and hot dogs and 
we would like members to bring a covered dish to share.   Come out to the Park and enjoy fellowship 
with the other members and take a look at our planting.  The plants are recovering well from our horrid 
winter and the Park is full of new growth, flowers, and a lot of fruit… See you there!   
 

Head West on Manatee Ave. W. to 75 St. W.  Turn rig ht (North) and go to 17 Ave. N.W. 
Turn left (West) on 17 Ave. N.W. and continue to th e end.  P.S.B.P. is on the left.  
 


