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Your tree sale co-chairs have been busy for the past two months working to make sure the club 
has a well organized, well attended and successful 2009 sale. 
 
Vendor letters have been mailed and a full house has accepted.  Tags will go to the vendors in 
early April.  Some advertising sources have been contacted, but much more publicity will have to 
be done closer to the sale date.  We hope to obtain news articles again this year that highlites 
our club and its mission.  Pete will have window stickers at the April meeting.  These are great 
free publicity.  Please put one or more on all your cars/trucks.  Note:  they don't show up well on 
heavily tinted windows;  are easily removable; save backing strip and keep for next year or give 
back to Pete. 
 
Now it is time for us to request additional assistance from our members.  We will have 2000 sale 
flyers at the April meeting that need to be distributed near and far.  We will also have a sign up 
sheet for sale day.  Please volunteer for at least a partial work shift.  Many members are there all 
day from 6 am to nearly 7 pm and that is a grueling day.  Remember many hands make light 
work.  There are lots of jobs small and large involved in our “oh so important” once a year 
fundraiser and we need every member to do at least one.  
 
We also need plants for the club booth.  MRFC gets 100% of the revenue of this booth so check 
your plants to see what you can donate for the sale.  One plant you'd really hate to part with can 
make a big difference. 
 
On sale day we will need people to bring wheelbarrows, dollies, wagons, etc for customer use.  
Please remember to blow up any tires that are a little low and label items prominently with your 
name and phone number. 
 
Come out and join the fun or pick a job you can do before the sale date in case you can’t be 
there on Sunday May 17th. 
 
Co-Chairs Pete Ray and Betty Kearns 
 
 

March’s Tasting Table 
 

Donor  Food Item Donated  Donor  Food Item Donated  
 

Hugh & Lou Bolt Cookies Beth Ray Black Sapote Pie 
Sandy Engel Peach/Pineapple Why Pie Ted Kapantais Cookies 
Suzi Hughes Lemon Filled Cookies Michael Jaster Black Sapote Fruit 
Sally Lee Fresh Strawberries Dottie Pon Kumquats 
Don Pon Carrot Cake Valrie Massey Key Lime Pie 
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If you hoped to pick up the Rare Fruit News for a welcome break from the economic end of the world, sorry.  No 
good news here either.  In a separate article, I told of the gloomy outlook for citrus due to the advance of Citrus 
Greening disease.  Now, turning to avocados, we find that Laurel Wilt is moving relentlessly in our direction.  The 
following is excerpted from Florida Division of Forestry Leaflet No. 13, not a lucky number.  Laurel Wilt has been 
found on native redbay in Counties as far South as Brevard and as far West as Orange (Orlando), and has killed 
avocado trees in Duval County (Jacksonville).  The only reason for a small note of optimism on avocados is that it is 
not clear that Laurel Wilt is as deadly to avocados as it is to redbay, nor is much known about whether some 
avocado cultivars may be resistant. 
 
Introduction:  Laurel wilt is a destructive disease of redbay (Persea borbonia) and other trees in the laurel family 
(Lauraceae). The disease is caused by a fungus (Raffaelea sp.) that infects the sapwood of host trees, restricting 
the flow of water and causing the leaves to wilt. The fungus is carried into trees by a non-native insect, the redbay 
ambrosia beetle (Xyleborus glabratus), that was first detected in the United States near Savannah, Georgia, in 2002. 
The beetle is believed to have been introduced in wooden crating material imported through the shipment of goods 
from its native range in Southeast Asia. Laurel wilt has caused high levels of redbay mortality in South Carolina, 
Georgia, and Florida and has affected several other hosts including sassafras 
(Sassafras albidum) and avocado (Persea americana).  
 
Symptoms:  Redbay trees with laurel wilt initially exhibit drooping foliage with a reddish or purplish discoloration 
(Fig. 1). These symptoms may be limited to part of the crown at first, but eventually the entire crown wilts and turns 
brown (Fig. 2). Wilted leaves may remain on redbay trees for up to a year or more. Removal of bark reveals a black 
discoloration in the outer sapwood (Fig. 3). Wilted trees may also exhibit small dowels or ‘toothpicks’ of sawdust 
protruding from the stem, produced by ambrosia beetles as they bore into the wood (Fig. 4). Redbay ambrosia 
beetles are extremely small (~2 mm long), black-to-brown beetles (Fig. 5) that spend most of their life cycle within 
the tree. 
 
Hosts:  In addition to redbay, other hosts of the laurel wilt fungus that have been confirmed from diseased plants in 
the field include swamp bay (Persea palustris), avocado, sassafras, pondspice (Litsea aestivalis), pondberry 
(Lindera melissifolia), and camphor tree (Cinnamomum camphora).  
 
Impact:  Laurel wilt is devastating to redbay and can kill nearly all mature redbay trees in a stand within 3-5 years. At 
one site in Florida, mortality of monitored redbay trees 1 inch diameter increased from 10% to 92% in just 15 
months. Laurel wilt has negative aesthetic effects in parks and residential neighborhoods and requires costly shade 
tree removals in these landscapes. Although research is needed to determine the impact, laurel wilt could negatively 
affect populations of the Palamedes swallowtail butterfly, the larvae of which feed only on redbay and closely related 
Persea species. Laurel wilt is of serious concern to the commercial avocado industry. Two other confirmed hosts, 
pondberry and pondspice, are listed as threatened or endangered at the federal and state level, respectively. 
Management: Laurel wilt can spread to new areas through the movement of host material infested with the redbay 
ambrosia beetle. 
 
The following strategies may help reduce the spread and impact of laurel wilt: 
 

·  Avoid the movement of firewood, tree trimmings, or mulch from redbays and other laurel family hosts out of 
counties in which laurel wilt is known to occur. Avoid long distance transport of firewood in general.  

·  Whenever possible, leave wood from dead and dying redbays and other laurel family hosts on site instead 
of transporting it. If the wood is to be transported, dispose of it as locally as possible. 

·  Burying, covering, burning, or chipping host tree material at its original site or a disposal site is preferable to 
leaving it intact in the open environment. Chipping wood from an infested tree might not destroy all of the 
ambrosia beetles due to their extremely small size, but should reduce the suitability of the wood as breeding 
material. 

·  Although the pathogen has not yet been documented to spread by this means, consider cleaning/sterilizing 
saws and pruning blades after cutting an infected tree and before using them on uninfected host tree 
species. 

·  Nursery stock in the laurel family showing signs of wilt, sapwood discoloration or ambrosia beetle attack 
should not be sold or transported, and should be reported to the Division of Plant Industry. 

·  Preliminary research suggests that root-flare injections with the systemic fungicide propiconazole may help 
prevent development of laurel wilt in redbay trees. Recommendations based on this research may be 
available in the near future. Such treatments are likely to be expensive, require periodic reapplication, and 
should be considered only for very high-value trees. 
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After a chilly start, a group of about ten MRFC members enjoyed an entertaining and informative 
trip to central Florida to visit the Citrus Arboretum at Winter Haven and the Bok Tower and 
Gardens at Lake Wales. 
 
Our visit to the Arboretum began and ended with a mandatory decontamination misting to 
prevent possibly bringing citrus pathogens in or out.  Our guide, a third generation citrus grower, 
was very knowledgeable and told fascinating takes about citrus and the Arboretum's hundreds of 
varieties as we toured and tasted.  Unfortunately, her outlook for the future of citrus in Florida 
was not optimistic.  Citrus greening, she said, is everywhere, including the Arboretum, leading to 
the decline and eventual death of trees.  As if the dire state of the economy were not enough, 
the only treatment for greening is constant spraying to control the vector that passes it along (a 
psyllid).  The cost of this in labor and material just isn't going to make it a viable option. 
 
Anyway, we enjoyed the opportunity of side-by-side tasting of many varieties of orange, 
grapefruit and pummelo, and most left with a few samples as we moved on to a lunch in Lake 
Wales and the Bok Tower. 
 
The Bok Tower is atop one of the highest points on Florida's central ridge.  The ridge is about 
200 feet above sea level, and the hill it sits on plus the tower itself make the sight visible for 
many miles around.  It was the gift of Edwin Bok in gratitude to America for his journey from poor 
immigrant to wealthy citizen.  While fruit trees are not a feature, the sight of the gardens in 
glorious full bloom is not to be forgotten.  Again, we toured the garden with a knowledgeable 
guide, ending at the tower as a concert on the carillon began.   
 
These two gardens are definitely worth the drive. 
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Hello all Manatee Rare Fruit Club Members: 
 
Hooray spring has sprung and the semi dead are rising form the frozen mess of this cold cold 
winter.  My papayas have put on new leaves as well as my pomegranates which are in bloom 
already.  I heard that if you snap off the dead blooms on your mangoes your chances are better 
for a second bloom.  It was explained to me that the snapping off as opposed to the cutting 
some how encouraged the plants to bloom again.  I do not know if it is true but my Nam Doc Mi 
has put out a number of blooms already and almost all the original blooms were dead.  Any input 
about this would be interesting. See everyone at the meeting 
 
As always your input is still requested… This newsletter, just like the club, is at its best when all 
the members get involved.  If you have suggestions or have found a gardening product, web site, 
etc., that you think will be of interest to other Club Members, or know of an appropriate 
community event, please feel free to contact me for its inclusion in the newsletter. Please have 
all information to me no later than the 20th of the preceding month. The best way to reach me is 
through my email at dwallace@ewol.com, but I can also be reached at 756-2276 
 

March’s Plant Raffle 
 

Donor  Plant   Winner  
 

Karen Carpenter Peanut Butter Plant     ?  
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Citrus Arboretum at Winter Haven  
By Roberta Harris 

 

 
 

Caracara Navel Orange at the Citrus Arboretum 
By Pete Ray 
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By Roberta Harris 

 
 

Citrus Arboretum at Winter Haven  
By Pete Ray 

 

 
 

Bok Tower 
By Roberta Harris 
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Cara Cara Navel Tasty! 
 By Valrie Massey 

 

 
 

Display of Grapefruit Variety  
By Valrie Massey 

 

 
Jin Cheng Lime Tree Has Small Round  

Crunchy Beads of Lime Inside  
By Valrie Massey 

 
 
 

 
 

Sha Tian You Pummelo  
By Valrie Massey 

 

 
 

Willowleaf Sour Orange  
By Valrie Massey 

 

 
 

Stems & Branches of P Trifoliata 
By Valrie Massey



MRFC Calendar 
Monday, April 13, 2009 
6:30 p.m. 

Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto.   

Monday  April 13, 2009 
7:00 p.m. 

Our regular monthly meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. The 
speaker for April is Wayne Clifton. 

Monday, May 11, 2009 
6:30 p.m. 

Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. 

Monday  May 11, 2009 
7:00 p.m. 

Our regular monthly meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. Our 
speaker for May is to be announced 

 

Community Calendar 

Tuesday, April 7, 2009 
6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
 

Landscape Makeover: The Plan: An overview of Florida-friendly landscape 
planning, hardscape tips, water conserving designs and landscape conditions 
of our area.  This class is FREE and will be held at the Manatee County 
Extension office in Palmetto. Please Note: In the Landscape Makeover series, 
The Plan plus any one (1) of the other three classes in the series (Trees, 
Shrubs, and Ground Covers) will satisfy the education requirements for the 
Landscape Retrofit portion of the Manatee County Water Conservation Rebate 
Program. For more information, please call Elissa at (941) 722-4524 ext. 235. 

Wednesday, April 22, 2009  
9:00 a.m. To 11:30 a.m. 

Bucket Brigade - Container Gardening: Learn about container gardening and 
actually assemble a bucket to use for your gardening needs.  Bring two 5-gallon 
buckets with you to the class.  This class is FREE and will take place at the 
Manatee County Extension office in Palmetto. DUE TO SAFETY CONCERNS, 
WE CANNOT EXTEND CLASS SIZE, SO PLEASE REGISTER. For more 
information, please call Linda at (941) 722-4524. 

Thursday, April 23, 2009  
6:00 p.m. To 9:00 p.m. 

Waterwise 101: Basic lawn and landscape watering systems.  Topics include: 
setting timers; types of sprinklers; micro-irrigation problems, repairs, and 
adjustments; and eliminating water waste.  This class is FREE and will be held 
at the Manatee County Extension office in Palmetto. Please Note: This class 
satisfies the Irrigation portion of the Manatee County Water Conservation 
Rebate Program. For more information, please call Cheryl at (941) 722-4524. 

Saturday & Sunday 
April 25 & 26, 2009.  
9:00 a.m. To 4:00 p.m. 

23rd Annual Green Thumb Festival. Festival features environmental and 
horticultural exhibits, vendors, the Garden Club of St. Petersburg Flower Show, 
a diagnostic clinic (bring soil and water samples), free mulch, plant auction, 
more than 2,000 trees for sale for $3.00, free Butterfly plants (500 each day), 
tool sharpening booth and a food court! 
Walter Fuller Park, 7891 26th Avenue N., St. Petersburg, FL, 33710  

 
Saturday & Sunday 
May 2 & 3, 2009.  
10:00 a.m. To 5:00 p.m. 
 
 

Annual Ruskin Tomato and Heritage Festival . Food, Fun and Farmer's 
Market, Antique Tractor Show, Classic Car Show, Bluegrass and Country 
Music, Plant Show and Sale, Gardening Seminars and Workshops, Kid's 
Korner- Rides and Games, Crafts, Fried Green Tomatoes and Butterfly tent… 
Adults $5 & Children 12 & Under are FREE! E. G. Simmons Park - 2401 19th 
Avenue N.W., Ruskin 

Thursday, May 9, 2009  
10:00 a.m. To 4:00 p.m. 

Manatee River Garden Clubs 2009 Annual Garden Tour:   There are five NW 
Bradenton area gardens plus the Garden Club grounds available for tour.   In 
addition to the Tour, we are inviting vendors and non-profit organizations to 
exhibit and/or sell home and garden related items and plants on the lawn and or 
in the main hall of the Garden Club.  The public will be invited to the activities at 
the Garden Club at no charge.  Garden Tour tickets are $15.00 – available from 
Cass Robertson 941-779-0425. Manatee River Garden Club, 3120 First 
Avenue West, Bradenton, FL 34205 



Board & Committee Chair 2008 
President Pete Kearns (941-723-9879)  email:  

Vice President Scott Petersen (727-345-4208)   email: skp4208@aol.com  

Secretary Larry Rued (941-722-9550)   email: presby1368z@yahoo.com  

Treasurer Pete Robertson (941-779-0425) email: res0alzi@verizon.net  

Speaker Chairman Scott Petersen (727-345-4208)   email: skp4208@aol.com  

Tree Sale Chairman Betty Kearns (941-723-9879)  BKearns644@aol.com & Pete Ray (941-776-0222) pray0222@verizon.net  

Plant Raffle Spencer Salser (813-634-8253)   email: palm.man@verizon.net  

Membership Larry Rued (941-722-9550)   email: presby1368z@yahoo.com  

Tasting Table Mike McCallister   email: mikey2810_2000@yahoo.com  (941-720-2288) and Farrell Baker 

T-Shirt Sales Sandy Engel (914-776-2195)   email: KENGEL4@tampabay.rr.com  

Newsletter Dale Wallace (941-756-2276)   email: dwallace@ewol.com  

 

The Internet Adventure: 
 

The Clubs web site: http://www.mrfc.org/ 
 

Manatee County Extension Office: http://manatee.ifas.ufl.edu 
 

Sarasota County Extension Office: http://sarasota.ifas.ufl.edu 
 

University of Florida’s IFAS Fruitscape: http://trec.ifas.ufl.edu/fruitscapes/  
 

University of Florida’s TREC: http://trec.ifas.ufl.edu/  
 

MRFC March 9 th 2009 Meeting Minutes 
 

Called to Order:  President Pet Kearns called the m eeting to order. 
Treasurer report:   Treasurer reported a balance of  $11,805.22 on February 28, 2009 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  

 

Pete Kearns reported there would be a work day on March 11 at the Palma Sola Park. 
 

Mike Jaster reported that the trees at Palma Sola Park survived the frosts with minimal damage. 
 

Pete Kearns reported the Tree Sale preparations are progressing.  There will be a volunteer sign-
up sheet at the April and May meetings. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:   
 
A motion was made and passed that the club continue to use the Manatee Fairgrounds for our 
meetings. 
 

SPEAKERS & ADJOURNMENT :  
 

The speaker for March was Jonathan H. Crane from TREC in Homestead. He spoke on the 
Redbay ambrosia beetle, Laurel Wilt and Avocadoes as well as other tropical fruit diseases. The 
meeting was adjourned to the tasting table. 

 

Condolences: 
 

Our prayers and sympathy go out to past President, Farrell Baker for the loss of wife Irene on 
January 27th. 



 First Class Mail 

 
 
Manatee County Chapter 
P.O. Box 1656 
Bradenton, FL 34206-1656 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MANATEE COUNTY CHAPTER OF RFCI STATED OBJECT OF ORG ANIZATION: 
 

To be an active, non-profit organization dedicated to the following objectives: 
 

To introduce, propagate, and distribute the many rare tropical and sub-tropical fruits grown throughout the world; 
to educate its members and the public as to the merits of these plants; to encourage and extend their cultivation. 
 

The Manatee Rare Fruit Council meets the second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m., usually at the Harlee 
Auditorium in the Manatee County Fairgrounds next to the Agricultural Extension Office on 17th Street, Palmetto. 
Most months feature a knowledgeable speaker. Visitors and guests are welcome and encouraged. Membership 
is $24 annually per family. 

 
It is time for your spring fertilization….   Call F ertilizer chairman, Al Semago.  ….   Please 
call Al at (941) 725-3273 to arrange pick-up for so me of our “Fruitilizer”....  

 

This year’s Tree Sale is May 17 th so mark you calendars with the day .  We are looking to 
line up volunteers and we can always use your help.   Pete Ray will have window stickers 
for the May 17th Tree Sale at the April meet ing.  Please put one on your car and give 
them to friends.  They go inside the glass and are easily removable.  They are also 
reusable if you save the backing strip and return t hem to Pete at the June meeting.  They 
cost about 40 cents apiece, so if we can  keep them going we'll have enough for several 
more years.  The bad news is that they don't show w ell if your windows have more than a 
very light tinting on them. This is very important low-cost publicity for the Sale.   
 
Also this month is a great month for your 1 st fertilization of the year so call Al and 
arrange to pick up your fertilizer.  


