From Florida Department Agriculture and Consumer Se rvices press release.

Laurel Wilt Disease Confirmed on Avocado Sample fro  m Homestead

TALLAHASSEE -- Florida Agriculture and Consumer Services Commissioner Charles H. Bronson today announced
the confirmation of laurel wilt disease in an avocado sample from Homestead. This find represents the first laurel
wilt confirmation in a commercial avocado-growing area.

"This find is alarming for the avocado industry," Bronson said. "Since laurel wilt disease was first found in North
Florida, the department has been working cooperatively with other agriculture agencies to track the spread of this
disease and beetle, and retard artificial movement. Despite these efforts this unwanted pest/disease complex has
spread rapidly via Redbay trees within Florida."

Laurel wilt is a destructive disease of Redbay, avocado and other trees in the laurel family (Lauraceae). The
disease is caused by a fungus (Raffaelea lauricola) that infects the sapwood of host trees, restricting the flow of
water, causing the leaves to wilt and the trees to die. The fungus is carried into trees by a non-native insect, the
Redbay ambrosia beetle (Xyleborus glabratus), that was first detected in the United States near Savannah in 2002
and subsequently found in Jacksonville in September 2007. Laurel wilt has caused high levels of mortality in
Redbay trees in South Carolina, Georgia and Florida and has affected several other hosts including sassafras and
avocado.

Laurel wilt was discovered in an avocado tree that showed signs of wilt in a commercial grove in southern Miami-
Dade County. The tree was found by the grove owner, who thought the tree might be suspect for laurel wilt. A
University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (UF-IFAS) researcher in Miami-Dade County
collected the sample. The sample was confirmed using real-time polymerase chain reaction (PCR) testing at a
School of Forest Resources and Conservation laboratory at the University of Florida in Gainesville. Currently, there
are four additional suspect samples from three avocado groves in Homestead that have laurel wilt symptoms, but
these samples have not yet been confirmed by laboratory diagnosis.

A working group of industry members, agriculture agencies and local agriculture groups was assembled earlier this
year to review and chart an effective management strategy to mitigate the potential impact of the Redbay ambrosia
beetle and laurel wilt on Florida's avocado industry. This group will continue to pursue research, regulatory and
outreach plans. As part of this group, UF-IFAS is currently working on treatment and management
recommendations. These recommendations will be available at http://trec.ifas.ufl.edu/.

A multi-agency cooperative systematic survey for the Redbay ambrosia beetle and laurel wilt is under way in Miami-
Dade County. This survey will cover the avocado-growing area in Miami-Dade County to determine the extent of
the disease.

Since June 2007, the Cooperative Agricultural Pest Survey (CAPS) program has monitored traps in eight Florida
counties from Pensacola to Miami. The traps are baited with a tree oil that is attractive to the beetles. The traps
are checked once a month and processed at Gainesville headquarters of the Florida Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services, Division of Plant Industry (DPI). A distribution map showing counties with laurel wilt disease
symptoms can be found at www.doacs.state.fl.us/pi/enpp/pathology/laurel_wilt disease.html.

CAPS is a combined effort of DPI and the U.S. Department of Agriculture to conduct surveillance, detection and
monitoring of exotic plant pests and diseases of agricultural and natural plant resources. DPI's plant inspectors are
also on the lookout for signs of the Redbay ambrosia beetle and laurel wilt during their routine inspections of
nurseries and other locations throughout the state. The Florida Agricultural Statistics Service reports the avocado
industry represents a production value of $12.7 million with over 6,500 production acres located in Miami-Dade
County with some acreage in Collier County.
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The public can help prevent the spread of the Redbay ambrosia beetle and laurel wilt by following these simple
suggestions:

Become familiar with the signs of laurel wilt disease and Redbay ambrosia beetle and be on the lookout for
evidence of the pest/disease on your trees. For photos and information visit
http://www.doacs.state.fl.us/pi/enpp/pathology/laurel_wilt _disease.html

Use local firewood only. Do not transport firewood from other states because destructive pests and
diseases, such as Redbay ambrosia beetle and laurel wilt, can hitchhike into Florida on infested firewood.
View firewood video at http://www.doacs.state.fl.us/pi/videos.html

Do not transport host trees (Redbay, swamp bay, avocado, sassafras, pondspice, pondberry and others in
the Lauraceae family) unless purchased from a registered nursery.

If your Lauraceae-family tree dies, use one of UF/IFAS's recommended methods of disposal.
If you suspect your trees may be infected with laurel wilt or you think you have found a Redbay ambrosia beetle,

please contact the DPI helpline at 1-888-397-1517. For instructions on how to submit a plant or insect sample for
analysis, visit http://www.doacs.state.fl.us/pi/enpp/pathology/laurel _wilt _disease.html.

# $ $ by Peter Ray

Saturday, July 25th dawned clear and hot, and twenty MRFC members boarded a bus to the Brevard
Rare Fruit Council's picnic at Kiwanis Island Park on Merritt Island. Our first stop was at the 18 acre
grove of "Toppy" Feil, also on Merritt Island. We were all fascinated and challenged, following Toppy on a
guided tour of just about any fruit tree you'd care to name. The challenge was absorbing all the
information Toppy gave us, and keeping pace with him, though he's 84 years old. Most of his many
mango varieties had fruit on, as did several varieties of longan. Toppy seems to have success with most
everything he grows, with the notable exception of avocados, which do not do well due to drainage
problems.

We then moved on to the Picnic site, joining many busloads and carloads of MRFC people for several
chapters around the state. The crowd was several hundred people, and the BRFC chapter spared no
trouble or expense in seeing to it that we were abundantly fed. We had the opportunity to discuss our
fruit successes and failures with many knowledgeable people, including most of the BRFC people who
came to visit us in January.

The bus trip home was quiet, except for the happy snoring of the sated crowd. Hopefully, this will be the
start of a tradition of inter-chapter visits for the future.

August’s Tasting Table

Donor Food Item Donated Donor Food Item Donated

Cass Robertson Key Limeade Cass Robertson Coconut Rice & Tropical salsa
Mary Lohn Grapes Sally Lee Grapes

Valrie Massey Tangerine Pie Valrie Massey Red Cattley Guava

Dorothy Pon Sour Cream Coffee Cake Jose Koppuzha Cashew Fruit

Jose Koppuzha Guava Fruit Scott Petersen Longan ‘Dogelman’

Mary & Bud Connett  Cookies Doris Kruger Brownies

Sandy Miller Fruit Salad /Sour Cream Dressing Bob Becker Longan ‘Kohala’

Chelly Kramer Sweet Rice David L. Rowe Lemons
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The joint MRFC/ Sarasota Fruit and Nut bus trip to tour the U of FL/ IFAS Tropical Research
and Education Center was a long day, but one to remember. Our members gathered at the
SunTrust Bank in Ellenton at 6 AM on Saturday, 8/15. The bus picked up the Sarasota group at
stops in Sarasota and Englewood, arriving at TREC at about 11 AM. We were cordially greeted
by our host, Dr. Jonathon Crane, Director of TREC. Under threatening rain clouds and light
sprinkle, we followed Dr. Crane on a tour of the buildings and facilities, and then an extensive
walking tour narrated by Dr. Crane, covering several miles, hundreds of trees, and details of
research underway at TREC. We saw many varieties of mangoes, white sapotes, sapodillas,
carambolas, annonas, and much more. We were permitted to collect seeds and some fruits.
Fortunately, the heavy rain held off until our tour was complete. We gathered in a conference
room to eat our lunches, and just as we were about to board the bus, the sky opened up. We
got a bit soggy getting to the bus, and left for our last stop, the famous fruit stand, Robert is
Here. They truly have it all, and we left loaded with tropical fruits of many kinds. The trip home
was mostly through heavy rain, but most of us, except the driver, did a lot of sleeping.
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Mrs. Rawane called and has asked if some of our members would purchase the plants from her
that she bought at the May tree sale. After she got the plants home she learned that their
homeowners association will not allow any trees planted around their house. She has kept them
on her lanai and they are in good condition, but just need a home where they can be planted
and tended properly.

She has:
White Guava (no variety listed on tag) $25.
‘Sweetcliff’ Lychee $25.
Sugar Apple (no variety listed on tag) $35.
‘Beverly’ Mango $25.

These are not expensive trees and she is only asking what she paid for them. If anyone would
like to purchase any or all please call her at 746-5798. She lives in Bradenton near Hwy 64.

Betty Kearns

The Internet Adventure:

The Clubs web site: http://www.mrfc.org/

University of Florida’s IFAS Fruitscape: http://trec.ifas.ufl.edu/fruitscapes/

University of Florida’s TREC: http://trec.ifas.ufl.edu/

National Hurricane Center: http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/

Hurricane Ready America: http://www.ready.gov/america/beinformed/hurricanes.html
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MRFC Crew at BRFC Picnic July 25 Merritt Island BRFC Picnic July 25 Merritt Island
By Pete Ray By Betty Kearns
Steve Lohn Enjoying fresh Mango Smell Pete Ray and a Mango
By ? By Steve Lohn
"Toppy" Feil Grove Visit at BRFC Picnic Betty Kearns and a Nice Jackfruit

July 25 Merritt Island By Pete Ray By Steve Lohn



Mamey Sapote New Type of Atemoya
By Roberta Harris By Roberta Harris

Simmonds Sapodilla

By Roberta Harris
Dr. Crane Our Host for the Day

By Pete Ray

A new type Sugar Apple , . . .
By Roberta Harris New Papaya’s Engineered to Prevent Ring Spot Virus

By Roberta Harris



Monday September 14, 2009
6:30 p.m.

Monday September 14, 2009
7:00 p.m.

Monday, October 12, 2009
6:30 p.m.

Monday October 12, 2009
7:00 p.m.

Saturday, September 16,
20009.
6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Sunday, September 27,
2009.
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Saturday, October 10, 2009
10 a.m. To 4:00 p.m.&
Sunday, October 11, 2009
10 a.m. To 3:00 p.m.

Saturday, October 17, 2009.
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Saturday, October 17, 2009.
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

MRFC Calendar

Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto.

Our regular monthly meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. Our
speaker for September will be Billy Hopkins of Hopkins Nursery. Hopkins
Nursery specializes in tropical fruit plants.

Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto.

Our regular monthly meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. Our
speaker for October will be announced

Community Calendar

Smart Landscape: Planning and Care:  The key to smart landscaping
is to develop a Florida-Friendly landscape to save water, time and
money. We will think through and solve intended uses of your
landscapes plus the care required to maintain healthy plants. Class is
FREE and will be held at the Manatee County Extension office in
Palmetto. This class satisfies the Landscape portion of the Manatee
County Water Conservation Rebate Program. For information, please
call Elissa at (941) 722-4524 ext. 235.

Sarasota Fruit & Nut Society Annual Tree Sale.  Philippi Estate Park,
5500 S. Tamiami Trail at Constitution Blvd., Sarasota. Free parking, free
admission and thousands of plants!!!

USF Botanical Gardens Fall Plant Festival . You won't want to miss
this BIG event at the USF Botanical Gardens! Join them and over 70
vendors for this great event. USF Botanical Gardens at 4202 E. Fowler
Avenue NES107, Tampa, FL 33620 Phone: (813) 974-2329. Web site
http://lwww.cas.usf.edu/garden/

12" Annual Palma Sola Botanical Park Fall Plant, Antiq ue and
Crafts Sale: promises to be bigger and better than ever. The event is at
Palma Sola Botanical Park 9800 17" Avenue NW, Bradenton, FL 34209.
Call (941) 761-2866 for more information or visit
http://www.palmasolabp.com/

Rain Barrel & Home Composting Workshop: Do the drought
restrictions have you drained? Let us provide you with great water
conservation tips and trivia. Attend the Rain Barrel class and learn how
to install, paint, and maintain a functional rain barrel. So bring your truck
or car with a large trunk and leave with many new conservation ideas
and your own rain barrel. Start conserving today. Learn how to turn your
kitchen scraps and yard waste into useful soil amendments. Participants
will learn Florida-Friendly Landscaping concepts and details about how
to set up a home compost bin. Leave with a compost bin to start
creating your own compost. The fee for the combined workshop is
$50.00. This class will be held at the Manatee County Extension office
in Palmetto. For more information, please call Linda at (941) 722-4524
ext. 265.



President

Vice President
Secretary

Treasurer

Speaker Chairman
Tree Sale Chairman
Plant Raffle
Membership
Tasting Table
T-Shirt Sales
Hospitality Chairman

Newsletter

Board & Committee Chair 2008

Pete Kearns (941-723-9879) email:
Scott Petersen (727-345-4208) email: skp4208@aol.com
Larry Rued (941-722-9550) email: presby1368z@yahoo.com

Pete Robertson (941-779-0425) email: resOalzi@verizon.net

Ray Jones (941-729-5985) email: raycat2@verizon.net

Betty Kearns (941-723-9879) BKearns644@aol.com & Pete Ray (941-776-0222) pray0222@verizon.net

Spencer Salser (813-634-8253) email: palm.man@verizon.net

Larry Rued (941-722-9550) email: presby1368z@yahoo.com
Mike McCallister email: mikey2810 2000@yahoo.com (941-720-2288) and Farrell Baker
Sandy Engel (914-776-2195) email: KENGEL4@tampabay.rr.com

Sandy Engel (914-776-2195) email: KENGEL4@tampabay.rr.com

Dale Wallace (941-756-2276) email: dwallace59@verizon.net

MRFC July 13 ™ 2009 Meeting Minutes

Called to Order:
Treasurer report:

OLD BUSINESS:
Dale Wallace reported on the bus trip to TREC that will happen on August 15th.

7:00 PM Vice President Scott Pete
Treasurer reported a balance of $

rsen opened the meeting.
16,619.79 on July 31, 2009

There were several reports on the hospitality afforded our club by the Brevard Rare Fruit Council.

NEW BUSINESS:

Mike Jaster reported the Palma Sola Botanical Park will have their annual Plant and Antique Sale on
October 17th.

Al Semago reported that Nick Baden at the Palma Sola Park wants a letter from us describing our
need to have a culvert placed in the outflow ditch so we have truck access to our portion of the park.
The Southwest Florida Water District needs a letter so they can approve the request. The MRFC
Board will take this on.

SPEAKERS & ADJOURNMENT :

Meeting was adjourned and our speaker, Tammy Kovar from Biological Tree Services gave a
presentation on biofertilizing including the use of Mycorrhizal Fungi in growing seedling trees and
rescuing damaged trees.

August’s Plant Raffle

Donor Plant Winner

Pete Robertson Coconuts ?

Walt Yoblonski Nemwa Pup ?

Walt Yoblonski Nemwa Pup Mary Lohn
Pete Ray Bounty Passion fruit Pete Robertson
Pete Ray ‘Honey Gold’ Pineapple Spencer Salsar

Valrie Massey Cattley Guava Doris Kruger

Bud Connett Banana Dennis

Bud Connett Papaya Plant Ron Berezniak
Norma Troy Papaya ?

Norma Troy Rosemary ?

Spencer Salsar Fig Pete Robertson
Doris Kruger Aloe David L. Rowe



First Class Malil

Manatee County Chapter
P.O. Box 1656
Bradenton, FL 34206-1656

MANATEE COUNTY CHAPTER OF RFCI STATED OBJECT OF ORG ANIZATION:
To be an active, non-profit organization dedicated to the following objectives:

To introduce, propagate, and distribute the many rare tropical and sub-tropical fruits grown throughout the world;
to educate its members and the public as to the merits of these plants; to encourage and extend their cultivation.

The Manatee Rare Fruit Council meets the second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m., usually at the Harlee
Auditorium in the Manatee County Fairgrounds next to the Agricultural Extension Office on 17th Street, Palmetto.
Most months feature a knowledgeable speaker. Visitors and guests are welcome and encouraged. Membership
is $24 annually per family.

It is time for your last summer fertilization.... C  all Fertilizer chairman, Al Semago. ....
Please call Al at (941) 725-3273 to arrange pick-up  for some of our “Fruitilizer”....

| joined this club five or six years ago and enjoyed seeing it grow and expand. This year alone we have
had three or four great trips, a few parties at Palma Sola Botanical Park and a record breaking tree sale
in May. We also have had a great selection of speakers and our own wonderful mango tasting with over
20 cultivars of mangoes. We still have four months remaining in the year. Our plants and trees are
growing and fruiting at Palma Sola Botanical Park and as the plants grow and mature we will have a fruit
grove that will be unrivaled in Southwest Florida. | think with the prices of fruit and vegetables going
through the roof we have a great opportunity to grow our club and truly carry our mission statement
forward and educate a public which is more eager than ever to learn how to grow their own food,

Let gives our officers, board members and all those who have contributed to this success a big
HURRAH !l and we still have four months left in 2009.......




