Bleeps from the “Veep” (Abe Epstein):

Whew! - Seems like along time since I've done this. | think | will depart (temporarily) from my series on Plant
Pathology and tell you about the things Doris and | have been doing instead of writing pieces for the newsletter.

Our first foray into the world outside of Bradenton was a 6-day Elderhostel in Lake Placid (Florida's biggest, and
longest hill - turns out to be the original beach when Florida first emerged from the ocean). It was an excellent
introduction to the Florida “Scrub” and it's unique ecology, Lake placid - the town of Murals and the Caladium
“capital” of the World, Lake Wales Art exhibits, the restoration of the Kissimmee River ecology, and an archeological
dig excavating a prehistoric Indian village. And, oh yes, A tour of “Hen Scratch” fruit farm and winery (Wine tasting).
This was an outstanding elder hostel Run by the University of South Florida.

Two days later we Boarded a Holland America ship (the “Veendam") in Tampa, which was being “repositioned” from
the Caribbean to the Mediterranean. On the way (The Atlantic was unusually calm, and no one on the ship got sick -
from any cause) we stopped in the Azores, Cadiz -port for Seville and then Barcelona, Spain, Monaco, Port of
Rome, Dubrovnik, Croatia, and finally ending up In Venice, Italy. We learned about the Euro currency and lots of
good, authentic Italian cooking. Travel in Venice was entirely by water craft and we experienced our first aquatic
traffic jams. One of the things | noticed almost immediately is that the these countries have managed to maintain
excellent flavors in their fruits and vegetables - what a pleasure to taste a strawberry that tasted as good as they did
when | was a kid - not like the wooden things we get from groceries here in the states. Of course, these were all
produced locally and did not have to withstand several thousands of miles of transport. The tours were great, and |
got to see a number of different agricultural crops and systems of operation.

Another interesting point, at least for me, was that all of these towns, with the exception of Monaco, has preserved
their old “Jewish quarter”, Replete with a Synagogue, and various religious artifacts, but nothing is said about what
happened to the people who lived there. In Venice where the term “ghetto” referred to a Foundry - must have been
a very pleasant place to live!

We left Venice on KLM for Amsterdam and with my usual window seat | was able to pretty well navigate my way
starting with extensive vegetable farming around Venice changing to grapes and olives on higher ground followed
by tree fruits and finally pasture, grains and forage which ran out as we flew over the Alps, which were as wild and
rugged looking as our tallest Rockies. On the North side of the Alps | could see ski runs, forests, then pastures, and
finally grains and beautiful golden yellow fields of Rape seed (Canola) then a mixed bag of row crops, grains (lots of
oats), etc. Then as we approached Amsterdam things really became intense with an unbelievable extent of
greenhouses, , and | have never seen so many windmills - the modern kind for generation of electricity along with at
least 3 atomic power generators - the Dutch are really going “green”. In Amsterdam (the airport terminal is more like
shopping mall than anything | have seen here in the states) we transferred to Northwest for the trip (via the polar
circle route - details some other time) to Detroit and finally to Tampa - and then home after one of the longer days of
my life - we were all pretty ragged and tired, but great to be homel!.

Next time | plan to tell you a little about my trip (one week later) to Israel where | consulted with their Forestry group
on the replanting of the forests destroyed by fires resulting from Hezbollah rockets fired from Lebanon earlier this
year. Then | will get back to some plant pathology - OK?

June Tasting Table

Donor Food Item Donated
Chelly Kramer Fried Bananas

Bud & Mary Connett Blueberry Muffins

Verma Dooley Rosella Drink

Pete Ray Pineapple Banana Cobbler
Sandy Engel Creamy Mango/Kiwi Desert
Ken Engel Mango Bread

Rob Engel Pomegranate

Sally Lee Guava Lemon Cake

Robert Harris Banana Nut Muffins



Hello all Manatee Rare Fruit Club Members:

At the June meeting Har Mahdeem spoke about "The Sugar Apple and its Relatives". He spoke about the many
different annona fruits, growing and propagating them. Thanks Har for an informative presentation.

A big thanks to Scott Peterson for the excellent job he did in planning and executing our trip to the Kampong and
Fruit & Spice Park. The bus left promptly at 6:45 a.m. and we arrived at the Kampong about 11:00 a.m. It was
drizzling at the start of our tour of the Kampong but the guide and all members pulled out umbrellas and had a nice
tour through these historic grounds. By the time we were ready for our excellent box lunches the rain had cleared
and we dinned with a million dollar view, literally. If anyone is interested the 7 acre property next door to the
Kampong is for sale for only 17 million, | think. We had an opportunity to see many fruit trees and ornamentals. We
loaded on to the bus about 2:00 p.m. and headed off to the Fruit & Spice Park. There were many vendors at the
AG Fiesta and we also were treated to a tour of their ultra tropical Greenhouse. We got to see rambutan, breadfruit,
mangosteen and many other rare tropical plants. There was wine tasting of Lychee, Guava, Mango and Carambola
Wines. The trip home went fast and a good time was had by all. GREAT JOB SCOTT....... and thanks again.

The project at the Palma Sola Botanical is moving along with another planning meeting taking place in late June. |
am sure at the July meeting, we will all be informed of their progress.

As always your input is still requested... This newsletter, just like the club, is at its best when all the members get
involved. If you have suggestions or have found a gardening product, web site, etc., that you think will be of interest
to other Club Members, or know of an appropriate community event, please feel free to contact me for its inclusion
in the newsletter. Please have all information to me no later than the 20" of the preceding month. The best way to
reach me is through my email at dwallace@ewol.com, but | can also be reached at 756-2276.

Dale
June Plant Raffle

Donor Plant Winner

Verma Dooley Jackfruit Karen Carpenter
Verma Dooley Jackfruit Jon & Birgitte Runge Goings
Pete Ray Bounty Passion Fruit Roberta Harris
Pete Ray Honey Gold Pineapple Mary Gayle Martin
Yaro Markewycz Basket Plant Callisia Fragrant Mary Gayle Martin
Birgitte Runge Goings Pineapple Spenser Salser
Karin Yoblonski Rosella Plant Tracey Hooper
Karin Yoblonski Cautos ?

Walt Yoblonski Neem Tree Roberta Harris
Walt Yoblonski Nemna Banana George Kramer
Walt Yoblonski Passion Fruit Juice Steve Harris

Donna & Dennis Gretton
Donna & Dennis Gretton
Donna & Dennis Gretton
Donna & Dennis Gretton
Sally Lee

Sally Lee

Karen Carpenter

Karen Carpenter

Ray Jones

Norma Troy

Norma Troy

Dale Wallace
Dale Wallace

Lemon Grass

(5) Basil

(3) Dills

(4) Purple Basil
White Sapote Fruit
White Sapote Fruit
Peanut Butter Plant
Papaya

Air Layered Macadamia
(2) Soy Bean Plant
Soy Bean Seeds

(2) Emperor Lychee Seedling
(2) Bromeliad
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Jon & Birgitte Runge Goings
Jon & Birgitte Runge Goings
Abe Epstein

Mike Jaster

Caso Robertson

Sandy Engel

Sandy Engel

Tracey Hooper

Sandy Engel

Tracey Hooper & ?

Dan Lavalley

Jon & Birgitte Runge Goings



Monday, July 9, 2007 6:30
p.m.

Monday, July 9 7:00 p.m.

Monday, August 13, 2007
6:30 p.m.

Monday, August 13,2007
7:00 p.m.

Thursday July 12, 2007
1:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday July 14 &
15, 2007

Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday,
July 14 & 15, 2007
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday,
July 14 & 15, 2007
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Tuesday July 17, 2007
6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Tuesday August 7, 2007
6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

MRFC Calendar

Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto

Our regular monthly meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto.
Our speaker for July will be Peter Ray and Ray Jones who will be
talking about air-layering.

Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto.

Our regular monthly meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto.
Our speaker for August will be announced.

Community Calendar

Low Volume Irrigation I. Designed for the beginner, you'll start with
the basics: Learning what low volume irrigation is, how it works, where
it® best used to save water in the landscape. The four basic types of
emitters and their installation, operation and maintenance will also be
discussed. You will also have the opportunity to see different types of
operating systems, assemble a small, low volume irrigation system and
have an opportunity for questions and answers.

The class is at the Manatee County Extension office in Palmetto. This
class is FREE. For more information, please contact Cheryl Werner at
(941) 722-4524.

USF Botanical Gardens - Tropical Plant Fair. There will be a wide
range of vendors - local plant clubs, societies, and commercial growers
including their own Plant Shop - selling plants, books, and plant-related
items. USF Botanical Gardens at 4202 E. Fowler Avenue NES107,
Tampa, FL 33620 Phone: (813) 974-2329

Mangomania - Tropical Fruit Festival — German American Social
Club - Pine Island Road (SR 780) Fort Myers — For information go to
www.mangomaniafl.com or call (239) 283-4842

Fairchild Gardens Mango Festival — The theme this year is ‘Mangos
of the Caribbean’. There will be mango tasting, a mango auction and
mango trees for sale. Fairchild Botanical Gardens is located at 10901
Old Cutler Road Coral Gables, FL 33156. Their phone humber is: 305-
667-1651

Landscape Makeover: Trees. This is an educational program for
homeowners offering a slide presentation on trees used in landscape
design. This FREE program will be held at the Manatee County
Extension office in Palmetto. For more information, please call (941)
722-4524.

Landscape Makeover: Shrubs. This is an educational program for
homeowners offering a slide presentation on shrubs used in landscape
design. This FREE program will be held at the Manatee County
Extension office in Palmetto. For more information, please call (941)
722-4524.



MRFC June 11" 2007 Meeting

Those Present: 48 including 9 new members.

Called to Order: 7:15 PM

Secretary Report: Minutes from last meeting were accepted as printed
Treasurer report: The statement balance was $ 15,562.

OLD BUSINESS:

The Rare Fruit Tree sale was the most successful ever with gross sales of over $44,000 and a net
to the club of $8,830. This was due to the outstanding direction of Betty Kearns and all of the club
volunteers that worked throughout the day. Peter Ray reported that he and Betty will head up the
committee for the sale next year, and hope for a sale of $50,000! It was agreed that there would
be no fertilizer sales to members until the last hour of the Tree Sale next year.

A gift certificate of $50 was approved for Ralph Platt’s daughter, Alex for her assistance in the
plant raffle.

Spenser Salser’s wife is recovering after a very serious illness.

The MRFC bus trip to the Fruit and Spice Park, which departs on Saturday, still has room for
about 8 more members.

The club agreed to reimburse Peter Ray $350 for the expense he incurred in connection with the
land clearing at the Palma Sola Botanical Park.

An acknowledgment was received from Ina Baden, Executive director of the Park, for the Club’s
donation.

NEW BUSINESS:

Ray Jones related the history and development of the Park (Palma Sola Botanical) during the past
10 years. It was recommended that the MRFC Park committee, headed by Michael Jester,
develop a plan for the plantings in our designated area, so that appropriate funding can be
authorized.

It was proposed that our organization consider a possible scholarship award in connection with the
promotion of our purpose and objectives, but the matter was referred to the Board for further
consideration.

SPEAKER:

Ray Jones introduced Har Mahdeem who gave an informative talk on the planting and cultivation
of fruits of the Annona family, noting that the Cherimola (Cherimoya) variety was probably more
suited to our locality than the custard apple or sugar apple varieties since it was a little more cold
hardy.

ADJOURNMENT: To the Tasting Table at about 8:50 PM.

The Internet Adventure:

The Clubs web site: http://www.mrfc.org/

Fruit and Spice Park — Homestead: http://www.fruitandspicepark.org/

Mango Mania web site: http://www.floridascreativecoast.com/Mangomania2007.html
Trade Winds Fruit (Seeds for Sale): http://www.tradewindsfruit.com/fruitscommon.htm

J.L. Hudson, Seedsman (Seeds for Sale): http://JLHudsonseeds.net/




Wax Jambu Blossom Wax Jambu Fruit

We have had a wax jambu tree for several years, but this is the very first time the tree has blossomed and now has
fruit.. We live close to I-75 and State SR 70, but the tree is protected on the south side of the house where our
coffee tree now has blossoms, too, for the first time.

Karen Carpenter

#H ! % I &
Or )+ L :

/ 10 1! [ bypetcrray

All, that is, who could join in the bus trip to the Miami-Dade Fruit and Spice Park® Tropical Ag Fiesta and The
Kampong.

The trip required getting up before breakfast for a 6:30 AM departure. Our friends at SunTrust Ellenton Branch
kindly allowed us to use their parking lot to rendezvous with the chartered bus. The bus was quite comfortable,
equipped with a restroom and a/v system. That allowed us to pass the time on the trip down viewing a rather gory
movie brought along by the inventor of the trip, Scott Petersen. Scott is owed a vote of thanks for getting this trip
together, coordinating with the people at our two destinations, arranging for an excellent box lunch, collecting
money, dealing with the bus people, etc.

The weather forecast for the day in South Florida included rain, if you can remember what that used to be. That
turned out to be more good news than bad. When we got to The Kampong, it was drizzling, and at times there was
more than a drizzle as we were guided through all the tropical fruit trees by a staffer. But it kept the temperature
down, and, as my Mom used to say, "a little Florida rain never hurt anybody". Many of the trees were very old,
having been planted by David Fairchild in the twenties and thirties, and often set back up after being put down by
hurricanes. We had our box lunches at the Fairchild home and before heading out for the Fruit and Spice Park,
finished our tour with a walk down to Biscayne Bay. There we saw what is said to be the last invention of Alexander
Graham Bell, Fairchild® father-in-law. It was a solar-powered water distiller, so elegantly simple that one wonders
why it isn® being marketed today. A concrete tank holds the water to be distilled, covered by an inclined glass
cover. The solar heat causes the water to evaporate and condense on the glass, from which it flows down to a drain
that collects the distillate.

When we arrived at the Fruit and Spice Park, the rain had ended and the heat was oppressive. It had rained all
morning, and that dampened the spirits at the Tropical Ag Fiesta. To our benefit, it also limited the crowd, which
didn®make the vendors very happy. The Fruit and Spice Park had to be completely rebuilt after being devastated
by Hurricane Andrew in 1952 and some of this construction continues today. Director Chris Rollins, a frequent
speaker at our club, toured some of us around the Park, while others were taken for a tram ride tour.

The long ride home ended about 9:30 PM. Everyone agreed that we@ like to do similar trips in the future, and Scott
agreed to help in planning them. Thanks again, Scott.
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By Gene Joyner, Extension Agent - Palm Beach County Cooperative Extension Service

The bilimbi (Averrhoa bilimbi) is native to Indonesia and is found throughout most tropical regions of the
world. It can form a large evergreen tree reaching heights of up to 60 feet, but here in Florida usually 15
to 20 feet is more common. It has large compound leaves with up to 45 individual leaflets and the
individual leaflets can be 3 to 4 inches in length and have very short petioles.

Trees at maturity produce clusters of dark red small flowers and panicles from the trunk and older limbs.
These quickly form fruit that resemble small cucumbers and usually range from 2 to 4 inches in length.
Fruits have a smooth thick greenish yellow rind at maturity and an acid pulp with a few small seeds. Fruits
are generally not eaten out of hand because of the acidity but are popular for use for various types of
cooked products such as preserves. The fruit is also used to make a refreshing drink.

Although most bilimbis are acid there are sweet forms available and bilimbis can be propagated by seeds
or by air layering. Grafting on seedling stock is also able to be accomplished if you have a superior
variety.

Trees generally from seed take 2 to 3 years to begin bearing, but once they reach bearing size they
produce large quantities of fruit each year. Unlike the carambola which it is closely related to bilimbis are
very cold sensitive and must be protected from frost or freezes. Even large trees will be badly damaged at
temperatures below 32 degrees.

Trees also suffer badly close to salt water since they are not highly salt tolerant. Keep trees protected
from strong winds and prune regularly to give trees a more desirable shape.

By Gene Joyner, Extension Agent - Palm Beach County Cooperative Extension Service

This month is a very important month and officially begins our hurricane season which runs until the end
of November. Hopefully this year we’ll be spared again any direct hits. Also the long anticipated summer
rains usually start in June and hopefully that activity will occur shortly.

Make sure that you help your plants get ready for the summer season by giving a good fertilization this
month. Use a good quality complete fertilizer and apply it evenly over the drip edge area of your trees for
best results.

If you want to put out new plants, many communities have severe water restrictions still in place, but new
plantings can be watered for the first 30 days so that does enable you to plant things right away and hope
that the rains arrive shortly and after that the plants should not have any problems about moisture.

If you're doing propagation such as budding, grafting, air layering, or rooting cuttings, those activities
should work well this time of year. Also many people are planting seeds harvested earlier in the early and
seeds germinate quickly with our warm soil temperatures.

Many things such as mangoes and lychees bloomed later than normal so don't expect early crops from
these plants. We will get a good crop in many cases, but just a few weeks later than what we normally
had expected. The same is true for longans which flowered in early May in some cases so it will be late
summer or fall before those come into season.

If you have questions about things to do in the landscape to help your plants for the upcoming stress of
the summer months, check with fellow members at monthly meetings or contact your local county
Extension office.



Board & Committee Chair 2007

President Jon Goings (941-723-9795) email: j.jonbirgittegoings@verizon.net
Vice President Abe Epstein (941-798-8806) email: ahepsteinl0@aol.com
Secretary Bud Connett (941-798-8935) email: buddymar@juno.com
Treasurer Mary Gayle Martin (941-350-8599) email: mgtt@netzero.net
Speaker Chairman Ray Jones (941-729-5985) email: raycat2@verizon.net

Tree Sale Chairman Betty Kearns (941-723-9879) email: BKearns644@aol.com
Plant Raffle Spencer Salser (813-634-8253) email: palm.man@verizon.net
Membership Larry Rued (941-722-9550) email: presby1368z@yahoo.com
Tasting Table Mike McCallister email: mikey2810_2000@yahoo.com (941-720-2288) and Farrell Baker
T-Shirt Sales Sandy Engel (914-776-2195) email: KENGEL4@tampabay.rr.com
Newsletter Dale Wallace (941-756-2276) email: dwallace@ewol.com
Seed Bank George Anderson (727-392-8822) email: none

0 3$ by Betty Kearns

| am very sorry that | was unable to attend the last meeting. | was looking forward to making sure that each and
everyone who assisted at the Tree Sale know that they were important to our very successful sale.

My friend and mentor, Pete Ray was there as he has been for me since the day | agreed to chair the sale. If it were
not for Pete, things wouldn’t have been so well thought out. He is truly amazing in all the things he knows that goes
on within the club and especially the sale. With every detail covered we felt pretty secure on sale day. | want to
especially thank Pete for his able assistance.

Michael McCallister was first on site sale day and | truly believe that he unloaded and reloaded trees for every
vendor as well as assisting in the floor layout and setup while our terrific vendors were arriving at 6:30 am. Brian
Clooney told me “not to worry about the Fruitilizer, he would take care of it.” And he did right down to the last bag.
Our cashiers and tag pullers on the check out line were more than a little frantic for the first hour, but an extra line
and more willing volunteers quickly solved the dilemma. Our diligent office crew worked well after everyone else
had gone home counting and recounting tickets and making the deposits. The list goes on. Michael Jaster obtained
shopping carts from Sweetbays, several of you sent email or phone contacts for publicity. Information | did not have
time to obtain, but managed to get information to the contacts and they came thru for us. Others put out signs,
posted window stickers, dropped off sale flyers to businesses. A good team can do a lot and we proved it. If you
played a big part you deserve a big THANK YOU, but no matter even if you played a small part, you helped and you
get a thank you too.

Pete has told you that we are both on for next years sale, but don’t think we don’t need your assistance. We have
set a goal of $50,000, and we can do it! First thing every member needs to do is start working on plants for the club
booth and the raffle next year. The club booth is our biggest profit maker and we need plants to stock it. Air layers
are pretty easy and now is the best time for them to root quickly. If you wait till next spring they will be too small, so
do it now. If every member grows one plant we will have over 100 to sell. | am sure that Pete Ray donated at least
100 plants this year as well as providing all the raffle prizes. Lets help him out next year. If you need someone to
grow it out, | will be happy to put it into our greenhouse until the sale.

And don't forget, if you find information on any source we can use for publicity, jot it down or email it to me. Thanks
again to everyone, it was fun.

Lets go! 2008

MANATEE COUNTY CHAPTER OF RFCI STATED OBJECT OF ORGANIZATION:

To be an active, non-profit organization dedicated to the following objectives:

To introduce, propagate, and distribute the many rare tropical and sub-tropical fruits grown throughout the world; to educate its members and
the public as to the merits of these plants; to encourage and extend their cultivation.

The Manatee Rare Fruit Council meets the second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m., usually at the Harlee Auditorium in the Manatee
County Fairgrounds next to the Agricultural Extension Office on 17th Street, Palmetto. Most months feature a knowledgeable speaker.
Visitors and guests are welcome and encouraged. Membership is $15 annually per family.



Commercial All Purpose

Colloidal Cleaner

Safe for you... safe for your plants

$15/Quart $35/Gallon
941-966-4377 crux@comecast.net
Debra Sims Nokomis

Donna & Dennis Gretton

Herbs, Butterfly Plants,
Perennials, Ornamentals, Grasses

P.O. Box 951 813-716-5038
Lithia, FL 33547 E-Mail danddg@att.net

We have our ‘Fruitilizer’ fertilizer back in stock. Please call
Brian Clooney at 722-0188 to check on availability and arrange to pick it up.

Please return all Tree Sale signs at the July meeting. Peter Ray
has volunteered to store them until next year.

First Class Malil

Manatee County Chapter
P.O. Box 1656

Bradenton, FL 34206-1656




