
�����������������	
������ �
�

�������������	�
����

�����������������	�
����

�����������������	�
����

�����������������	�
����

����� ��� ��������������������� �������������������� ���
 

��������������������� ��������
��������
��������
��������
���������� ���������� ���	�����	�����	�����	�����  by Dale Wallace 
 

Most of us sit and wonder what to do after the freeze.  I will list my theories and what I do. I know each of you have 
your own ideas and practices. That is great! I hope you will write an article and email it to me.  It can be from a 
couple sentences to a full page front cover article.  I look forward to reading your ideas. 
 

I look at my passion fruit vines until I cannot stand the brown any more.  I cut them back to the green stems and 
remove all dead branches and leaves. This year it was a hard pruning, see pictures on bottom of page 5.  I look at 
the main trunks, many of them are 8 to 12 inches around, and if they have started to rot I cut them down and 
replant.  I usually replace plants every 3 to 4 years since I want a dense fence with lots of fruit.  I juice them and mix 
50/50 juice and water and make ice cubes which I put in ice tea or ice water as well as my rum concoctions. 
 

Our papayas get evaluated and if the top is dead they are cut down and replaced.  Papayas tend to fruit less after 4 
to 5 years.  I love the fruit and want to get maximum production out of them, so I like to keep them fresh.  I have had 
many people tell me you can cut them off, cover the stalk with a can and they will grow new shoots but that is not 
the look I am going for. I have them interplanted with my pineapples and want the esthetics of nice shaped full 
plants. 
 

I have many small Bottle, Spindle, Fox Tail and Coconut palms and they all took a beating this year.  The small 
potted ones, I moved into the garage but I was a little late and they need help as well.  As soon as it warms up I mix 
up gallons of Cooper Fungicide and pour it down the crowns until it pours out.  I do this every week for 3 to 4 weeks 
and usually by then they are pushing up a new leaf through the crowns.  I do this to help prevent crown rot.   I also 
mix up gallons of Super Thrive and soak the roots the first or second week and a second time in 6 to 8 weeks. I 
personally have seen this work.  When one of my Royal Palms had a 4 foot of trunk, it had a shoot sticking 6 inches 
out of it and stayed that way for over 3 months in to midsummer.  Not dying but not growing either.  I heard a 
garden radio show out of Orlando called the “Garden Rebel” and he recommended the Copper Fungicide.  I took his 
advice and tried it.  When I went out to it the second week the leaf had pushed out and opened up.  Today that palm 
is 35 feet tall and I cannot wrap my arms around it. 
 

One last thing I do.  I go out and snap off any dead blooms on my mango trees and remove the dead leaves. This 
has worked well on my ‘Nam Doc Mai’ trees, which often gives me a few blooms a year.  My ‘Rosey Gold’ had it 
blooms fried this year and so I did this and I will report back on its success.  This is what I do but I would really like 
to hear what you do…. 
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The key to success on our Tree Sale has been to combine two basic factors:  We bring in the people, and our 
vendors (including MRFC itself) bring in the trees.  From there, it's just natural chemistry:  the people buy the trees. 
 

We need help from every member of MRFC to see that nobody in Southwest Florida is unaware of our sale on May 
16th.  We'll be asking you to distribute flyers, display yard signs, display auto stickers.  This year, we have a special 
opportunity to help the sale in a new way.  The April/May issue of Florida Gardening Magazine will feature a major 
article on MRFC, our Tree Sale, and our Palma Sola project -we're hopeful that it can even be the cover story!  We 
have told FG that our members could and would place 200 copies of the magazine in waiting rooms at the offices of 
doctors, dentists, lawyers and banks.  Of course, they hope it will bring subscriptions to their great magazine, but for 
us it will be priceless publicity for the sale.   FG has generously offered to provide the 200 copies at no cost to us.  
Now, it's up to you.  There isn't a one of us who doesn't regularly visit at least three offices with waiting areas.  
They, as well as their customers, should be grateful for something better to read than a 2008 copy of People 
Magazine. We hope to have the magazines available for distribution to members at our April meeting.  Don't let your 
club down on this! 
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This month it is all about what has survived, has b een revived and can now maybe thrive 
 

It has now been a few weeks since the freezes, though we still are having some cold weather. I 
have had a chance to evaluate my plants and start the cleaning out procedure.  Diane and I 
cleaned out our passion fruit vines and most of the large vines look like they will make it.  I will 
evaluate the large passion fruit stalks and cut down the ones that do not look healthy.  I do this 
every couple of years usually anyway.  I planted new Giant Granadilla, Passiflora Alata 'Fragrant 
Granadilla' and Passiflora maliformis 'Sweet Calabash' last August and they all had taken hold 
pretty well, but alas they are at the end of my fence line and all froze pretty hard with the 
‘Fragrant Granadilla’ frozen to the ground.  I will monitor these plants and replant where needed.  
The large stalks are pushing new growth but any of the stalks that show signs of rot will be 
ripped in a month or so and replaced with new vines.   
 

Even though I protected my retail plants the papayas were hard hit with over half dead.  The 
“Brazilian’ Papayas were the hardest hit.  Many of the plants I sell handle the cold very well and 
needed little if any protection such as loquats which grow up through the Carolinas, 
pomegranates which are or should be dormant now, blackberry & raspberry plants and guavas 
especially Pineapple Guava plants. 
 

Our loquat tree still has some fruit ripening on it.  The fruit has usually ripened and has been 
eaten by now.  We are hopeful that we will be able to some loquats this year, since this is one of 
our favorites.  Our Persian Lime tree is loaded with blooms and small limes and it even has 
some full size limes left on it.    Our ‘Dwarf Pomegranate’ trees are full of leaves and starting to 
put out buds.  The Dwarf Pomegranate trees have grown to over 12 feet tall! Well what’s in a 
name? They held most of their leaves while my ‘Wonderful’ Pomegranate is completely dormant 
and leafless.  This plant is 5 years old and does this every year, but has no trouble with the cold. 
 

All my papayas in the ground this year have succumbed to the cold, even a five year old 20 foot 
tall ‘Brazilian Papaya’.  I have a three foot tall ‘Red Lady’ that I left in the ground even though it is 
leafless.  The stalk is green and still firm, so maybe it will push out new growth. 
 

I will continue to tell you the saga of my yard unless one of you emails me with your story. I think 
everyone would be interested in what did well and not so well with the cold. 
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February’s Tasting Table 
 

Donor  Food Item Donated  Donor  Food Item Donated  
 

Betty Kearns Valentine Heart Cake Louise Bolt Valentine Cookies 
Ellen Jones Amish Bread with Nuts & Fruit Karin Yoblonski Southern Seasoned Beans 
Mary Lohn Cheese Cake Sally Lee Strawberry Cake 
Sally Lee Strawberry Cookies Scott Petersen Strawberry Shortcake 
Sally Lee Strawberry Shortcake Chelly Kramer Pear/Zucchini Bread 
Valrie Massey Key Lime Pie Suzi Hughes Date & Walnut Cookies 
Dolly Longley Coconut Almond Brownies Bon Dorenkamp Cheese & Crackers 
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Hello all Manatee Rare Fruit Club Members: 
 
The tree sale preparation will be in full swing this month so put on your thinking caps and roll up 
your sleeves and get ready to prepare for another great sale this year.  It should be a great 
success this year with people ready to get outside to rejuvenate their landscapes.  
 
Keep an eye out for the next workday at Palma Sola.  I have an invitation from the Sarasota Fruit 
and Nut Society to join them on a trip to Echo and Treehouse Nursery April 10th.  It is only $ 10 
for the bus trip and entrance into ECHO….  What a deal!!!  Read the below article for details. 
 
As always your input is still requested… This newsletter, just like the club, is at its best when all 
the members get involved.  If you have suggestions or have found a gardening product, web site, 
etc., that you think will be of interest to other Club Members, or know of an appropriate 
community event, please feel free to contact me for its inclusion in the newsletter. Please have 
all information to me no later than the 20th of the preceding month. The best way to reach me is 
through my email at dwallace59@verizon.net, but I can also be reached at 756-2276. 
 
 

�����3�����
����
#������
���	�
���"�4
���
����(������3�����
����
#������
���	�
���"�4
���
����(������3�����
����
#������
���	�
���"�4
���
����(������3�����
����
#������
���	�
���"�4
���
����(�� ���
 
SFNS is proposing an April 10th bus trip to ECHO Farms and Tree House Nursery. Cost is $10 
per person, in advance, non-refundable (unless SFNS cancels the trip).  They need a 
minimum of 20 from their group (or they will cancel the trip). They are hoping to get some 
members from MRFC to help fill up the bus. Maximum on the bus is 55. The first pickup is at the 
Burlington Coat Factory at Cattleman and Bee Ridge Road in Sarasota at 6:45 A.M. and the 
second is at Cracker Barrel near Jacaranda in Venice at 7:15. We will have a video intro at 
ECHO at 9:00 A.M. followed by a one hour tour with docent, then lunch from your brown bag or 
deli across the street. There is a screened pavilion at ECHO for lunch. Then on to Tree House 
Nursery with manager Steven Cucura, who was excellent as one of our speakers at SFNS, 
where we will see thousands of exotic fruit trees. If we buy more at Tree House than the bus can 
carry, Steven will bring the trees to our next SFNS meeting. We should leave Tree House by 5 
and be back to the North drop-off by 7. This makes for under 2-hour rides and promises a 
delightful day. Send payments to SFNS treasurer Lucie Przybylowicz at 1090 Snead Ave., 
Sarasota, FL 34237 
 
I will need to confirm the trip and number of rider s by April 1 . The $10 is nonrefundable 
unless SFNS has to cancel the trip, upon which checks would be sent by return mail, so include 
return address please.   Ted Curry.......... (941) 484-9229. 
 
 

The Internet Adventure: 
 
The Clubs web site: http://www.mrfc.org/ 
 
Manatee County Extension Office: http://manatee.ifas.ufl.edu 
 
ECHO (Educational Concerns for Hunger Organization ): http://www.echonet.org/  
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A One Gallon Thai Guava Pushing Out New Growth 
By Dale Wallace 

 

 
 

My 12 foot ‘Dwarf Vietnamese’ Pomegranate 
By Dale Wallace 

 

 
 

My ‘Dwarf Vietnamese’ Pomegranate Side View 
By Dale Wallace 

 
 

Passion Fruit Vine Pushing Out New Growth 
By Dale Wallace 

 

 
 

My 16 foot ‘Wonderful’ Pomegranate Last April.  It is 
now completely dormant but survived just fine. 

By Dale Wallace 
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My Future Blackberry and Raspberries - Dry Rooted 
By Dale Wallace 

 

 
 

Blackberry & Raspberry Plants Pushing out Growth 
By Dale Wallace 

 

 
 

Passion Fruit Vines Before 
By Dale Wallace 

 
 

The Blackberry and Raspberry Sticks are Planted 
By Dale Wallace 

 

 
 

Raspberry & Blackberry Plants Ready for Sale 
By Dale Wallace 

 

 
 

Passion Fruit Vines Now 
By Dale Wallace 



MRFC Calendar 
Monday, March 8, 2010.  
2009. 6:30 p.m. 

Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. 

Monday, March 8, 2010.  
2009. 7:00 p.m. 

Our regular monthly meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. Our 
speaker for March Dr. David Dean, Entomologist from the state of Florida. 
His presentation will be on insects that attack our crops and insects that 
they are trying to control. 

Monday, April 12, 2010.  
6:30 p.m. Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. 

Monday, April 12, 2010.  
7:00 p.m. 

Our regular monthly meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. Our 
speaker for April will be former CEO of ECHO who will speak on ECHO and 
summer gardens in Florida. 

 

Community Calendar 

Saturday, March 13, 2010  
9:00 a.m. To 3:00 p.m. 

ECHO Farm Day 2010 :  Come enjoy tours, workshops, demonstrations, 
food and fun as you learn how ECHO is meeting the challenge to reduce 
hunger and improve the lives of the poor worldwide. Spend the day at their 
50-acre Global Farm and tour our 300+ variety seed bank, listen to our CEO 
Stan Doerr's Global Hunger Forum, take an educational tour of our bamboo 
courtyard where we display over 40 varieties, or learn about our alternative 
fuel solutions, as we demonstrate these ideas in our appropriate technology 
area. ECHO Global Farm, 17391 Durrance Road, North Fort Myers, FL 
33917. http://www.echonet.org/  

Saturday, March 13, 2010  
2:00 p.m. To 4:00 p.m. 

Master Gardener Plant Walk @ DeSoto National Memori al: Stroll through 
DeSoto National Memorial with a Master Gardener to learn more about 
Florida's native plants and inhabitants of a coastal habitat.  Discover a world 
of wild flowers, leaves, seeds, and trees as you take a leisurely walk through 
this coastal property.  For more information, please contact the Master 
Gardeners on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, or Friday at (941) 722-4524. 
This event is FREE.  

Saturday and Sunday, 
March 27 & 28, 2010. 
Sat. 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Sun. 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Tampa Bay Green Fest: GreenFest is an educational nature festival to 
learn more about the care and cultivation of indigenous plants and flowers.  
This annual event is held at Plant Park on the historical campus of the 
University of Tampa 401 W. Kennedy Blvd. Tampa, FL 33606. Their web 
site is: http://www.tampagreenfest.com. 

 
Friday April 9, 2010 through 
Sunday April 11, 2010 
Fri.5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
Sat.11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
Sun. 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

Gulf Coast Rhythm & Ribfest: The Nation’s top Rib Masters from Virginia, 
North Carolina, Tennessee, Alabama, Ohio, and Florida will be serving their 
award winning specialties and competing for this year’s coveted "2010 Gulf 
Coast Rib Fest Champion". Music lovers will be entertained by a variety of 
local, regional and National bands as we present a great mix of Country, 
Blues, Jazz, R&B, Pop, and Rock. The "Wheels Extravaganza" Car & Bike 
Show will feature something for everyone including classic, muscle, Off-
Road and high performance categories. Event is at Manatee County 
Fairgrounds in Palmetto FL. http://www.gulfcoastribfest.com/  

 
Saturday and Sunday, April 
24 & 25, 2010. 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

24th Annual Green Thumb Festival: Celebrate Earth Day and Arbor Day 
at St. Petersburg's 24th annual Green Thumb Festival. Horticultural vendors 
offer their pruned-pride-and-joys to be admired and acquired, environmental 
exhibitors give green advice, and no one leaves without a free butterfly plant 
or mulch. Locals are encouraged to bring dull garden tools to the sharpening 
booth and soil and water samples to a diagnostic clinic. Walter Fuller Park, 
7891 26th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL, 33710. 
www.stpete.org/parks/greenthumb .asp  



Board & Committee Chair 2008 
President  Valrie Massey (941-224-0071) email: vmphoto@earthlink.net 

Vice President  James Lee (813-982-9359)   email: 

Secretary  Mike Jaster (941- 794-3647)   email:  

Treasurer  Larry Rued (941-722-9550)   email: presby1368z@yahoo.com 

Speaker Chairman  James Lee (813-982-9359) and Scott Petersen (727-345-4208)   email: skp4208@aol.com  

Tree Sale Chairman  Betty Kearns (941-723-9879)  BKearns644@aol.com & Pete Ray (941-776-0222) pray0222@verizon.net  

Plant Raffle  Spencer Salser (813-634-8253)   email: palm.man@verizon.net  

Membership  Larry Rued (941-722-9550)   email: presby1368z@yahoo.com  

Tasting Table  Mike McCallister   email: mikey2810_2000@yahoo.com  (941-720-2288) and Farrell Baker 

T-Shirt S ales Sandy Engel (914-776-2195)   email: KENGEL4@tampabay.rr.com  

Newsletter  Dale Wallace (941-756-2276)   email: dwallace59@verizon.net  

 

MRFC February 8, 2009 Meeting Minutes 
 
Called to Order:  President Valrie Massey opened the meeting at 7:05 p.m. 
Treasurer report:   Larry Rued read Treasurer’s Report and it was accepted as read.  Larry reported 

dues need to be paid to continue receiving the newsletter. 
 

OLD BUSINESS:  
 

Sandy Engel reported a new E-mail address. 
 

Scott Peterson will try to arrange a trip to the Citrus Arboretum in early March.    
 

Jimmy Lee and Scott Peterson are arranging speakers. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:   
 

Scholarships- Larry Rued stepping down as Chairman and Birgitte Runge Goings will oversee.  
Guest Kimberly Lough, a teacher @ Lincoln Middle School, offered to assist. 
 

Tree sale - Peter Ray announced May 16th 2010 as the date of the Plant Sale. We need plants 
for the club booth and help publicizing the sale. 
 

Palma Sola Botanical Garden - Our plantings came thru the cold spell fairly well.  We need to 
have a work day to weed, spread mulch and general cleanup. 
 

SPEAKERS & ADJOURNMENT :  
 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:35 P.M. 
 

Jimmy Lee introduced Dr. Craig Chandler who spoke on Strawberries and the Florida Strawberry 
industry. 

 
 

February’s Plant Raffle 
 

Donor  Plant   Winner  
 

 

Not Available 
 

 



First Class Mail 

 
 
Manatee County Chapter 
P.O. Box 1656 
Bradenton, FL 34206-1656 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MANATEE COUNTY CHAPTER OF RFCI STATED OBJECT OF ORG ANIZATION: 
 

To be an active, non-profit organization dedicated to the following objectives: 
 

To introduce, propagate, and distribute the many rare tropical and sub-tropical fruits grown throughout the world; 
to educate its members and the public as to the merits of these plants; to encourage and extend their cultivation. 
 

The Manatee Rare Fruit Council meets the second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m., usually at the Harlee 
Auditorium in the Manatee County Fairgrounds next to the Agricultural Extension Office on 17th Street, Palmetto. 
Most months feature a knowledgeable speaker. Visitors and guests are welcome and encouraged. Membership 
is $24 annually per family. 

 
Get ready for you spring fertilization….   Call Fer tilizer chairman, Al Semago.  ….   Please 
call Al at (941) 725-3273 to arrange pick-up for so me of our “Fruitilizer”....  
 

Remember to start your preparations for the tree sa le. 
 
Call Scott Petersen at 727-345-4208 about the propo sed trip in early March 
to the Citrus Arboretum and Bok Tower…. 
 
Please respond ASAP if you interested in the trip w ith the Sarasota Fruit 
and Nut Society to ECHO and Treehouse Nursery.  See  page 3. 
 


