by Pete Ray

You don't hear that said very often nowadays, but the work IFAS is doing on the exotic laurel wilt disease
that threatens our avocado trees is worth its weight in gold. Laurel wilt disease, carried by the imported
Redbay Ambrosia Beetle, is deadly to redbay trees, a common forest tree in Florida, and threatens all
members of the laurel family, including avocados.

Much work remains to be done, and for now there are more questions than answers, but framing the
relevant questions is where the job begins. Here are some of the areas being looked into:

Alternate methods of transmission.

The disease moves with frightful efficiency through redbay forests all over the state. But the spread is
worsened by transporting diseased wood for firewood from affected areas to clean areas. The
investigators are looking into whether it can also be spread by cutting tools, and if so, what sterilization
methods will be effective. Also, it can spread by root grafts forming naturally between closely spaced
trees in forests and avocado groves.

Biocontrol of the pathogen.

Investigators are studying the few redbay trees that survive in devastated forests to try to discover what,
besides luck, enabled them to survive. It is suspected the survivors may carry a fungus that is deadly to
the laurel wilt fungus.

Resistant trees.

There may be some redbay trees that possess genetic resistance to the pathogen, and, more
importantly, some avocado trees. Very preliminary results suggest that some avocado cultivars may be
less susceptible than others. If there is widespread destruction of avocado plantings, we need to know
what varieties can be replanted with hope they can resist the disease.

Of course, the first question is whether any fungicide might be effective in treating diseased trees. As
answers to these questions come out, we can better plan for the future of avocados, in groves and
dooryards.

Be sure to pick up the April/May issue of Florida Gardening magazine. They will publish a major article
about our club, our Tree Sale, and our Palma Sola project. Thanks and kudos to all who were involved
with this article. This is a great opportunity for us to spread the word about our great club and bring in
lots of new members.

March’s Plant Raffle

Donor Plant Winner
Steve Lohn Ponderosa Lemon ?
Mike Jaster Black Sapote Fruit ?
James Lee Avocado Seedling ?
James Lee Dragon Fruit ?
James Lee Loquat Seedling ?
Scott Petersen Chinotto Orange Sour ?



1" # $% & ' ()

Kudos to all those involved in getting “Florida Gardening” to do an article on the Club and the Palma Sola
project. Talk about getting the word out.... and what great advertising. Good job mates...

| am writing this article, well at least starting it on Saturday March 20™ the day before the start of spring
and at 4:30 am it is a cold 50°. Not only has this been a cold winter but it has hung on with many daily
highs of only high 60’s to mid 70’s. | am a true Bradenton cracker born in Manatee Memorial Hospital
over a half of century ago and this is not the winter with the lowest temperatures, Christmas 1989 most
recently comes to mind but it has remained coldest for the longest time | can remember. On Christmas
Eve 1989 Diane, her sister Carol and | went shopping at Tyrone Square Mall in St Pete and on our way
home it snowed as we crossed the Skyway. It was a beautiful sight watching the snow flurries in the
lighted suspension wires at the top of the Skyway Bridge. It was before | had landscaped my yard with
tropical and semi-tropical plants and trees so | didn’t have that sick feeling in the pit of my stomach at the
time.

I guess | need to get to point of all this and that is many of our plants are still not happy and we have not
had the usual fast start recover yet. So we do not yet know the true effects of the cold yet. We will not
know on many of the palms for a year or more if they will survive. While they flush out new growth | have
seen many never develop their previous vigor and eventual rot at the base. Just last year | lost a couple
Spindle Palms like this.

So where does this leave us. | am expecting to sell many temperate plants such as loquats,
pomegranates, blackberries, blueberries, raspberries etc. at the sale this year because of the damage,
but I still am going to replant my Bottle and Coconut palms that | expect to die, my Giant Granadilla,
Panama Red, Sweet Granadilla, Sweet Calabash and Blue passion fruit vines as well as my succulent
plants such as Desert Roses, cactus and pachypodiums. | plan to have coconuts and fresh passion fruits
for years to come. So whatever catastrophe the scientist has us having next week whether it is global
warming or an ice age life goes on and | will continue to grow my tropical plants.

Here is a short list of plants that appear not to have been affected by the cold this year. | live off SR 70
nears Sam’s so | know our friends at the beach and those east of 175 will have had quite different
experiences. My Macadamia Nut Tree, Grumichamas, Pomegranates trees, ‘Arbequina’ Olive Tree,
Jaboticabas, Peach & Nectarine trees, lychee tree (some leaf damage on tips), Pineapple Guava all
appear unfazed. Our plants with just leaf damage and maybe slight limb damage are all our citrus,
Pitomba, the rest of our guavas, Dwarf Mulberry and carambola. Our mangoes have significant leaf and
bloom damage but already have new growth on all their branches. Even my Sugar Apple and Atemoya
trees do not seem to have lost many branches. Our Soursop lost all its fruit but the tree seems to have
held its own. That is it for this month, please send a me note telling us about your experiences.
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March’s Tasting Table

Donor Food Item Donated Donor Food Item Donated
Mary Lohn Cheese Cake Hugh Bolt Pineapple Bake
Ellen Jones Casserole Karin Yoblonski Fruit Cocktail
Valrie Massey Key Lime Pie Dorothy Pon Calamondin Cake
Doris Krueger Brownies Suzi Hughes Dates, Cherries & Cranberries
Betty Kearns Pistachio Cake Al Semago Chocolate Chip Cookies
Dolly Longley Orange Brownies Sally Lee Fresh Strawberries

Sally Lee Strawberry Shortcake Phil Woolard Lychee Fruit



Hello all Manatee Rare Fruit Club Members:

This is such a busy time of year for everyone, especially this year. This year most of us have
major cleaning up and renourishing of our landscapes. We have the tree sale fast approaching
and all the club preparation for that. Those members that sell at the sale have a lot of work to do
as well.

This month is make or break time for the sale. We all need to be at this month’s meeting to
pickup flyers and yards signs to put out over the next month. The May meeting is just 6 DAYS
BEFORE THE SALE so we need to get all our ducks in  a row this month. Please volunteer

... there is a job for everyone to do.

As always your input is still requested... This newsletter, just like the club, is at its best when all
the members get involved. If you have suggestions or have found a gardening product, web site,
etc., that you think will be of interest to other Club Members, or know of an appropriate
community event, please feel free to contact me for its inclusion in the newsletter. Please have
all information to me no later than the 20" of the preceding month. The best way to reach me is
through my email at dwallace59@verizon.net, but | can also be reached at 756-2276.

! % by Pete Ray

The April/May issue of Florida Gardening Magazine features a major article on MRFC, our Tree
Sale, and our Palma Sola project. We have told FG that our members could and would place
200 copies of the magazine in waiting rooms at the offices of doctors, dentists, lawyers and
banks. Of course, they hope it will bring subscriptions to their great magazine, but for us it will
be priceless publicity for the sale. FG has generously offered to provide the 200 copies at no
cost to us. Now, it's up to you. There isn't a one of us who doesn't regularly visit at least three
offices with waiting areas. They, as well as their customers, should be grateful for something
better to read than a 2008 copy of People Magazine.

| will have the copies available when you receive this newsletter. | will have them at the
meeting, but it would be desirable to start getting them out sooner. If you can place at least five

copies in waiting rooms, call me at 776-0222 and | will see that they get to you. Don't let your
club down on this!

The Internet Adventure:

The Clubs web site: http://www.mrfc.org/ Updated weekly thanks to Pete Ray...

Manatee County Extension Office:  http://manatee.ifas.ufl.edu

ECHO (Educational Concerns for Hunger Organization ): http://www.echonet.org/

Gulf Coast Rhythm & Rib Fest:  http://www.qgulfcoastribfest.com/
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‘Florida Sun’ Peach Tree Loaded with Blooms
By Dale Wallace

12 foot ‘Dwarf Viethamese’ Pomegranate in Bloom
By Dale Wallace

‘Nam Doc Mai’ Mango Second Bloom
By Dale Wallace

‘Florida Sun’ Peach Tree Loaded with Fruit
By Dale Wallace

‘Wonderful’ Pomegranate Flushing
By Dale Wallace

‘Rosigold’ Mango new Growth but No Blooms
By Dale Wallace



‘Gulf Coast’ Blueberries Full of Fruit Our Sugar Apple Trees are Still Bare
By Dale Wallace By Dale Wallace
Jalapeno Peppers Ready to Use Tabasco Pepper Ripening
By Dale Wallace By Dale Wallace
‘Smooth Cayenne’ Pineapples with Fruit ‘Red Spanish’ Pineapple Fruit

By Dale Wallace By Dale Wallace



MRFC Calendar

Monday, April 12, 2010.
2009. 6:30 p.m.

Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto.

Monday, April 12, 2010.
7:00 p.m.

Our regular monthly meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. Our
speaker for April will be former CEO of ECHO who will speak on ECHO and
summer gardens in Florida.

Monday, May 10, 2010.
6:30 p.m.

Board meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto.

Monday May 10, 2010. 7:00
p.m.

Our regular monthly meeting at the County Fairgrounds in Palmetto. Our
speaker for May will be TBA.

Sunday May 16, 2010
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Our Annual Plant & Tree Sale at the Manatee Civic C enter located
at the corner of US-41/301 and Haben Boulevard in P almetto

Community Calendar

Friday April 9, 2010

through Sunday April 11,
2010

Fri.5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Sat.11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Sun. 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Gulf Coast Rhythm & Ribfest: The Nation’s top Rib Masters from
Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Alabama, Ohio, and Florida will be
serving their award winning specialties and competing for this year's
coveted "2010 Gulf Coast Rib Fest Champion". Music lovers will be
entertained by a variety of local, regional and National bands as we
present a great mix of Country, Blues, Jazz, R&B, Pop, and Rock. The
"Wheels Extravaganza" Car & Bike Show will feature something for
everyone including classic, muscle, Off-Road and high performance
categories. Event is at Manatee County Fairgrounds in Palmetto FL.
http://www.gulfcoastribfest.com/

Saturday, April 17, 2010
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

How to Repair the Cold Damage in Yo ur Landscape: If the frost or
cold weather has caused havoc in your landscape, this free workshop
will offer many tips on what, when, and how to give first aid to your
surviving plants. Give your landscape a facelift! Presented by Lisa
Hickey, Extension Agent. This class is FREE and will take place at the
Manatee Extension Office in Palmetto. Call Cindy at (941) 722-4524 ext.
222 to register or register online.

Saturday and Sunday,
April 24 & 25, 2010.
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

24th Annual Green Thumb Fe stival: Celebrate Earth Day and Arbor
Day at St. Petersburg's 24th annual Green Thumb Festival. Horticultural
vendors offer their pruned-pride-and-joys to be admired and acquired,
environmental exhibitors give green advice, and no one leaves without a
free butterfly plant or mulch. Locals are encouraged to bring dull garden
tools to the sharpening booth and soil and water samples to a diagnostic
clinic. Walter Fuller Park, 7891 26th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL,
33710. www.stpete.org/parks/greenthumb .asp

Saturday and Sunday,
May 1 & 2, 2010.
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Annual Ruskin Tomato and Heritage Festival: Join us in celebrating
our agricultural heritage! Food, Fun and Farmer's Market Ruskin Tomato
King & Queen, Antique Tractor Show, Bluegrass and Country Music,
Heritage Center, Historical Exhibits, Plant Show and Sale, Gardening
Seminars and Workshops, Fried Green Tomatoes, Kid's Korner- Rides
and Games, Crafts, Products and Prizes, Watershed Tour, Free Sliced
Tomatoes! http://ruskintomatofestival.org/




Board & Committee Chair 2008

President

Valrie Massey (941-224-0071) email: vmphoto@earthlink.net

Vice President

James Lee (813-982-9359) email:

Secretary

Mike Jaster (941- 794-3647) email:

Treasurer

Larry Rued (941-722-9550) email: presby1368z@yahoo.com

Speaker Chairman

James Lee (813-982-9359) and Scott Petersen (727-345-4208) email: skp4208@aol.com

Tree Sale Chairman

Betty Kearns (941-723-9879) BKearns644@aol.com & Pete Ray (941-776-0222) pray0222@verizon.net

Plant Raffle Spencer Salser (813-634-8253) email: palm.man@verizon.net
Web Master Brian Burrows (941-465-8218) email: brianb@digitalrains.com
Membershi p Larry Rued (941-722-9550) email: presby1368z@yahoo.com

Tasting Table

Mike McCallister (941-720-2288) email: mikey2810 2000@yahoo.com and Farrell Baker

T-Shirt Sales

Sandy Engel (914-776-2195) email: kengel43@verizon.net

Hospitality Chairman

Sandy Engel (914-776-2195) email: kengel43@verizon.net

Newsletter

Dale Wallace (941-756-2276) email: dwallace59@verizon.net

MRFC March 8, 2010 Meeting Minutes

Called to Order:
Treasurer report:

President Valrie Massey opened th
Treasurer's report by Larry Rue

e meeting at 7:08 p.m.
d - accepted as read.

OLD BUSINESS:

Trip to Citrus Arboretum postponed, possible trip to Gulf Coast Research Station to be explored.

NEW BUSINESS:

@mm

H.

A. Accept ad from Walt Yoblonski for newsletter.
B.
C. Betty Kearns gave an update on the Tree Sale:

Dale Wallace noted deadline for the newsletter is the 20th.of the month.

a. "Florida Gardening" magazine will have an article on MRFC and provide 200 promotional

copies to be distributed by the club.

b. Yard signs will be available at the April meeting.

c. Sign-up sheets for working the Tree Sale will also be available at the April meeting.
Sarasota Fruit and Nut Society extended an invitation for their field trip to "ECHO" and Tree
House Nursery.

Details were in the March Newsletter.
Scholarship Program- deadline to be extended to June 1, 2010.

. Palma Sola Botanical Park: The Park has offered approx. 2000 sq. ft. of additional planting area.

Pete Robertson and Al Semago were out and repaired the irrigation.
maintaining the banana collection.
Fertilizer- Al Semago is exploring the possibility of getting 25# bags from a source in Clearwater.

PSBP would like help

SPEAKERS & ADJOURNMENT :

Meeting adjourned @ 7:35 P.M.

Jimmy Lee introduced speaker Dr. David Dean. Dr. Dean spoke on "Exotic Fruit Fly Pests of Fla.-
Past, Present, & Potential



First Class Malil

Manatee County Chapter
P.O. Box 1656
Bradenton, FL 34206-1656

MANATEE COUNTY CHAPTER OF RFCI STATED OBJECT OF ORG ANIZATION:
To be an active, non-profit organization dedicated to the following objectives:

To introduce, propagate, and distribute the many rare tropical and sub-tropical fruits grown throughout the world;
to educate its members and the public as to the merits of these plants; to encourage and extend their cultivation.

The Manatee Rare Fruit Council meets the second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m., usually at the Harlee
Auditorium in the Manatee County Fairgrounds next to the Agricultural Extension Office on 17th Street, Palmetto.
Most months feature a knowledgeable speaker. Visitors and guests are welcome and encouraged. Membership
is $24 annually per family.

Get ready for you spring fertilization.... Call Fer tilizer chairman, Al Semago. .... Please
call Al at (941) 725-3273 to arrange pick-up for so  me of our “Fruitilizer”....

t

This year's Tree Sale is May 16 ™ so mark your calendars with the

day. Please attend this month’s meeting since this the time we
need to firm up the details. Remember to volunteer .... There is a
job for everyone to do. Also please pick up the fl  yers and ask
your Church, businesses you frequent and any other organization
you are affiliated with if you can place them out. Also look for any

other form of free advertising opportunities. IT A LL HELPS......




